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Canadians 
Can Canoe 
City Council President Frank O'Con­
nor greets bearded crew members 
from the Yukon following end of 
Montreal-to-New York canoe race at 
the W. 79th St. marina yesterday. 
A team from Manitoba (see foto be­
low) won the 470-mile race in 32 
hours 47 minutes 27.8 seconds. The 
canoers, had to brave tricky currents 
and dodge motorboats as they 
paddled down the Hudson. There were 
10 canoes, all from Canada, in the 
race. I t was a preliminary to 100-day, 
3,500-mile race next year, Canada's 
centennial year. —Story on page 4 

(NEWS Jotos by Dan Fan* 
The canoe team from Manitoba crosses the finish line and man on pilings signals victory with flag as crowd cheers. / 



CENTENNIAL RACE &J>.'7_ 

ZOCAL COMMITTEE 
PADDLE ITS OWN C 

Will Seek 
Permission To 
Sponsor Team 

A Manitoba Committee, 
formed in Flin Flon last night, 
will seek permission from the 
Manitoba Centennial Corpor­
ation to work directly with the 
Canadian Centennial Commis­
sion regarding the sponsorship 
of a Manitoba paddling team 
in the canoe pageant to be 
held in 1967. 

The provincial Corporation 
recently announced that it 
would not sponsor a team in 
the race and unless this decis­
ion is reversed the committee 
formed at the meeting will 
attempt to sponsor the team 
from this province. 

Interested northern Manitoba 
residents attended last night's 
meeting including Wilf Cud-
more, president of The P as 
Chamber of Commerce 9nd 
Bob Siedler of the same com­
munity. Several Flin Flon or­
ganizations were represented 

The meeting elected Jim Rhea-
ume of Flin Flon as chairman 
and empowered him to form an 
executive from all over the 
province. Tom Dobson of Flin 
Flon is secretary. 

Health Minister C. H. Witney 
has notified the local group 
interested in the canoe pageant 
that he is lending his support 
to the idea. 

Mr. Rheaume pointed out 
that the idea of the centennial 
canoe pageant to run from Ro­
cky Mountain House in Alberta 

to Montreal during the summer 
of 1967 was originated by a 
group in Flin Flon who were 
connected with the canoe race 
held in conjunction with the-
annual Trout Festival. The 
-ompleje plans for such a pag­
eant had been presented to the 

1 Centennial Commission and 
i was accepted as something 
i that would bring back the early 
; history of Canada's develop­

ment through the use of canoes 
and the many rivers and lakes 
across the nattoru______ 

Mr. Rheaume told the meet­
ing that a l l the provinces as 
well as the Yukon and ifae North' 
west Territories had been asked 
to sponsor eight man teams in 
the pageant and many had a l ­
ready agreed and had their 
teams picked. He understood 
that British Columbia, Alberta, 
Ontario, Quebec and Nova 
Scotia had entered and other 
provinces were still considering 
the matter. The Yukon and 
the Territories were both enter­
ing teams, he stated. 

As far as Mr. Rheaume knew. 
Nova Scotia and Manitoba were 
the only two provinces that had 
turned down the sponsorship, 
'nowever, in the former a com­
mittee had been formed and 
had received permission from 
the Centennial Commission to 
take over for the province. 

Six paddlers will be in each 
25 foot canoe with, each team 
carrying two spares. The canoes 
have been built at a cost of 
$400. each and are replicas of 
the types used in the early fur 
trading days. 

The paddlers would stop over­
night at communities along the 
route where special events could 
be held. They would follow the 
Saskatchewan river from Rocky 
Mountain House to The Pas in 
Manitoba. 

The original plan would have 
them travel down through Lake 
Winnipegosis and eventually 
into the Assiniboine River at 
Portage la Prairie. The route 
would pas$ through Winnipeg, 
Kenora, Fort William and to 
Montreal through the Great 
Lakes. It is estimated the race 
would take 110 days to comple­
te. 

Two publicity races, to give 
teams the opportunity to prac­
tice, wil l be held this summer, 
Mr. Rheaume told the meeting. 
One wil l be run from August 
13 to 20 on the lower Fraser 
River in B . C . and the second 
from August 27 to September 3 
from Montreal to New York. 

Twelve Fredericton, N.B., built canoes will be used in the Centenn.al 
Canoe Pageant. The one shown is being tested on the North 
Saskatchewan River near Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. 

Centennial 
Report 

lit is still possible to put a 
canoe into our Canadian rivers 
and tributaries and paddle to one 
of tide oceans. 

Iiric W. Morse, an expert on 
our fur trade history who has 
traversed and written about the 
old canoe routes of Canada, says 
there are as many miles of inland 
w?tterways in this country as in all 

Manitoba Will Enter 
In Centennial Canoe 

The Manitoba Centennial Co­
mmission has reversed its deci­
sion and will enter a Manitoba 
team in the proposed Centennial 
Monster Canoe Race, it was 
announced today. 

The announcement came foll-
owngg a meeting of Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan officials with 
the Canadian Centennial Comm­
ission. The meeting saw Sask­
atchewan also agree to enter a 
team, bringing to eight the num­
ber of provinces to be represented^ 
Only Prince Edward Island and 
Newfoundland will not be enter­
ed in the 110 day race from Ro­
cky Mountain House to Montreal, 
which is slated to get underway 
during the long weekend in May, 
1967, and conclude in Montreal 
on Labor Day. 

Earlier the Manitoba Centenn­
ia l Commission had felt that the 
race was too costly and simply 
a publicity stunt for Expo 67, 
but a local committee headed 
by Jim Rheaume brought press­
ure to bear on this decision, with 
the result that the Commission 

reversed its former decision. 
Committee Chairman Jim 

Rheaume said today that he was 
very happy with the announce­
ment and expressed the hope that 
Manitoba officials would get 

on the ball and get the wheels 
in motion for the preliminary 
planning of the_ragg/-~^ 

Team 
Race 

by JOHN W. FISHER 
CENTENNIAL COMMISSIONER . 
the other nations of the world 
combined. In fact it is estimated 
that one quarter of all the fresh 
water in the world is to be found 
in Canada. 

In an article published a few i 
years ago, called "Canoe Routes 
of the Voyageurs", Eric Morse j 
suggested that, sometimes, as much 1 

history can be learned from u 
canoe as from a history book. I 
If that is the case — and I be­
lieve he is right — many of us . 
are going to learn more about : 

Canada's history when our atten­
tion is attracted to the 100-day I 
Centennial V o y a g e u r Canoe 
Pageant next year. From Rocky i 
Mountain House, near the Alberta-
British Columbia border, cancers i 
will dip their paddles and follow 
in the wake of voyageurs and fur ; 
traders along the early inland 
waterways. Their destination • 
Expo 67 at Montreal, a distance 
of some 4000 miles I 

The Centennial Canoe Pageant 
will create considerable excitement ! 

because it is to be a "race" be­
tween teams chosen by the various 
provinces of Canada and the ter­
ritories. The race will be con­
ducted according to rules similar 
to those of a car rally so that 
competitive spurts and stops can 
be made at communities for the j 
teams' participation in local Cen-
tennial Celebrations. Like the old 
fur brigades, they will travel in, 
flotillas and judging will be done 
on a points system. 

While the race will create ex­
citement it also will stir our ima­
ginations. It will remind us how 
some of our colorful pioneers 
travelled and developed the_early_ 
economy of Canada. " " 
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Canoe Pageant Has Backing 
The Manitoba Centennial 

Corporation will lend its full 
support to the Canoe Pageant 
to run from Rocky Mountain 
House to Montreal in 1967, 
Hon. Maitland Steinkopf, head 
of the provincial body told a 
Centennial conference at 
Cranberry Portage Saturday. 

Bert Robinson, of Winnipeg, 
who is chairman of the Manitoba 
committee for the pageant, told 
the meeting that at least no ent­
ries had been received including 
two from the Yukon and North­
west Territories. He said all 
western provinces will have 
teams entered. 

The race will take 110 days 
and cover 3, 500 miles passing 
through The Pas on the North 
Saskatchewan river, down to 
Cedar Lake and over Lake Win-
nipegosis and Lake Winnipeg to 
Portage la Prairie and Winnipeg. 
The paddlers are expected to » 
be in Manitoba for 9 daysT 

Mr. Robinson said paddlers in 
northern Manitoba and some in 
the Winnipeg area are already 
training for next year and tests 
for paddlers wishing to enter wou­
ld be announced by the Manitoba 
Commodore, Jim Rheaume, of 
Flin Flon. 

The CBC and National Film 
Board will be covering the race 
for the full distance, Mr. Robin­
son, and said in his opinion the 
pageant would be the greatest 
single event of the centennial. 

Mr. Steinkopf said the pageant 
had never been a part of the 
Manitoba Corporation until a 
definite financial picture had 
been presented by the Canadian 
Centennial Commission. He 
revealed the cost to Manitoba 
would be $15,000. paid to the 
central commission along with 
from $4,000 to $5,000 for other 
costs in the province. He said 
the Manitoba Corporation was 
pleased to support the pageant 
which would be a great historical 
event that all the province could, 
co-operate in. 

Mr. Steinkopf said the Hudson's 
Bay Company's next edition of 
the Beaver magazine would be 
devoted to the pageant in Mani­
toba.. 

June 7, 1966 

JIM RHEAUME 

Rheaume is 
commodore 
When eight modern-day voya­

geurs paddle Manitoba's canoe 
in the cross-country Centennial 
Canoe Pageant,. Jim Rheaume 
of Flin Flon will be the Com­
modore. 

Long an a c t i v e paddler, 
Rheaume has been prominent 
in the annual 100-mile canoe 
race operated as part of Flin 
Flon's annual Trout Festival. 

Leaving Rocky Moun ta in 
House, canoes representing 
each of the provinces will pad­
dle the lakes and rivers, run 
the rapids and portage as it 
was done in the heydays of the 
fur trade. The canoe teams will 
spend 103 days on the 3,500 mile 
course, terminating in Mont­
real. 

Each 15-foot canoe, weighing 
200 pounds, will travel approxi­
mately 40 miles a day. Crews 
will earn points for springs and 
endurance stretches and races. 

Jim Rheaume 
(Photo by Cyril Steventon) 

Heads Manitoba 
Pageant Team 

Jim Rheaume, well known 
for his efforts in promoting ca­
noe paddling and especially 
the Trout Festival canoe derby, 
has been elected as the Com­
modore for Manitoba for the 
1967 canoe pageant. 

Mr. Rheaume was named to 
the position by the-Aianitriia_^ 
Centennial Corporation when 
he attended a meeting in Win­
nipeg at the end of the week. 

Others on the committee, 
all having considerable experi­
ence and interest in canoe pad­
dling, are committee chair­
man Bert Robinson, General 
Elliot Rogers, Al and Doug 
Groft, former champion pad­
dlers, Vic Johnson, Gerry Cox, 
Allan Cammell and Doug 
Campbell, 
Rheaume ai 

(cont'd P. 6) 

Ninth Team 
Member Named 

Manitoba Commodore Jim Rh­
eaume today announced the se­
lection of the ninth member of 
the Centennial Canoe team. 

He is David Wells, 19 year old 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman We­
lls ot 243 bracken. Dave was a 
member of the amateur team 
which clocked the best time ov­
er the three day lap of Trout 
Festival Canoe Derby. 

He will be leaving for B. C. 
with the rest of the team for the 
trials which are slated to get un­
derway there early next month. 

Rheaume Canoe Head 
When eight modern-day voya-1 

geurs paddle Manitoba's canoe 
in the cross-country Centennial 
Canoe Pageant, Jim Rheaume of 
Flin Flon will be along as their 
Commodore. 

Long an active p a d d l e r , 
Rheaume has been prominent in 
the 100-mile canoe race operated 
as part of Flin Flon's annual 
Trout Festival. 

Leaving Rocky M o u n t a i n 
House, canoes representing each | 
of the provinces will paddle the 
lakes and rivers, run the rapids 
and portage as it was done in the 
heydays of the fur trade. The 
canoe teams will spend 103 days 
on the 3,500 mile course, termin­
ating in Montreal. 

The route will proceed to Ed­
monton and Lloydminster, along 

the North Saskatchewan river to 
The Pas, through Lake Winni-
pegosis and the Assiniboine to 
Winnipeg, arriving at the forks 
of the Red and Assiniboine rivers 
July 1, 1967. 

They will be In Manitoba 
territories 20 days. Les Voya­
geurs leave Winnipeg to 
paddle across Lake Winni­
peg, to Lake of the Woods, 

roughly following the inter- | 
national boundaries to Port 1 

Arthur, then on to the Matta-
wa, Ottawa and St. Lawrence 
rivers to Montreal. 

» # • 
Each 15-foot canoe, weighing 

200 pounds, will travel approxi­
mately 40 miles a day. Crews 
will earn points for sprints and 
endurance stretches and races. 

Members of the Manitoba 
Canoe Pageant committee in­
clude: Burt A. Robinson, chair­
man; Douglas C. Grpff, Alan B. 
Groff. J . Allan Cammell, Doug 
Campbell, Vic Johnson, James 
Rheaume and Bud Jobin of Flin 
Flon, Ted Byfield of Selkirk, N. 
Elliott Rodger and Bill Dickson. 
A representative cr Manitoba's 

J Indian people will be appointed 
: to the committee. 

MANITOBA 
VOYAGEURS 
SET TO GO 

The eight paddlers who will 
form Manitoba's team in the 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe 
Pageant have been chosen. The 
names.were released by Hon. 
Maitland B. Steinkopf, Q.C. 
chairman of the Manitoba Cen­
tennial Corporation ; James 
Rheaume, provincial commodo­
re, andB.A. Robinson, chair­
man, Canoe Pageant advisory 
committee. 

Well known for their success­
ful participation in the Gold 
Rush Canoe Derby in Flin Flon, 
Gib McEachern and Norm Crerai 
of Flin Flon are among those 
chosen. The remainder of the 
team is made up of: Roger Car-
riere and Joe Michelle, Cran­
berry Portage; Wayne Soltys 
and John Norman, Flin Flon; 
Don Starkell and Blair Harvey 
of Winnipeg. 

Reserve canoeists selected in­
clude: Mitch McCrimmon, Do­
ug Simpson and David Wells of 
Flin Flon; Mel Doak of Chur­
chill; Arnold Mikelburg, Frank 
Stephens, Ken Plews and Geor­
ge Ennis of Winnipeg, and Ge­
orge Barker of Dauphin. 

The Pageant gets underway 
from Rocky Mountain House, 
Alberta, May 21, 1967. Padd­
lers will spend 103 days, cover­
ing 3,500 miles, to reach Mon­
treal September 1. Canoes from 
eight provinces and the North­
west and Yukon Territories will 
retrace Canada's earliest water­
ways, paddling the lakes and ri­
vers, running the rapids and 
portaging as it was done in the 
heyday of the fur trade. 

Paddlers wearing voyageur 
costumes will proceed from Ed­
monton to Lloydminster, along 
the North Saskatchewan to The 
Pas, through Lake Winnipegosis 
and the Assiniboine to Winni­
peg, arriving at the forks of the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers, Ju­
ly 1st, 1967. They will be in 
Manitoba territory twenty days. 
Les Voyageurs leave Winnipeg 
to paddle across Lake Winnipeg, 
to Lake of the Woods, roughly 
following the International Bor­
der to Port Arthur, then on to 
the Mattawa, Ottawa and St. 
Lawrence rivers to Montreal. 

Each 25-foot canoe, weigh -
ing approximately two hundred 
pounds, will average forty mil­
es a day. Crews will earn points 
for sprints and endurance stret­
ches, t. - VitiTfartiir' 

Two trial rune are being held 
- c « — < — 

during the summer of 1966, 
one traveling from Fort St. 
James to Victoria, August 3 to 

15, another from Lactone to 
New York, August 16 to 30. 
The Manitoba team will parti­
cipate in both trials. 



Five Local Paddlers Chosen 
On Centennial Canoe Team 

Trials Slated 
For August 

Five Flin Flon paddlers have 
been selected on the eight man 
team which will represent Ma­
nitoba in the Centennial Canoe 
Pageant next summer. 

The announcement came fr­
om Manitoba Commodore Jim 
Rheaume, who said this morning 
that eight had been selected fr­
om the 17 applications submitt­
ed to the Manitoba Centennial 
Commission. 

Heading the list are professio­
nal champions. Gib McEachern 
and Norm Crerar, who are rated 
the best paddling team on the 
North American continent. A l ­
so chosen from Flin Flon were ru­
nners'up in the Gold Rush Canoe 
Derby, Wayne Soltys and John 
Norman. The 5th Flin Flonner 
is Blair Harvey, who is presently 
living in Winnipeg. 

Two other northerners select­
ed for the team are 3rd place 
finishers in the Gold Rush Derby, 
Roger Carriere and Joe Michell, 
of Cranberry Portage. Don Star-
kell of Winnipeg completes the 
eight man team. 

The only hitch remaining is 
gaining clearance for al l padd­
lers to loin the team for the 

.Gib McEachern. 

. . . . Norm Crerar. . . . 

Pictured above are the two 
local paddlers who finished 
first in the Banff to Calgary 
race held this weekend. The 
pair was also selected on Ma­
nitoba's Centennial Canoe team. 

I would think that a little button popping is in order. After al l 
it isn't every community of 12,000 heads which can supply the 
nucleus for two provincial canoe pageant teams. Flin Flon paddl­
ers will dominate both the Manitoba and Saskatchewan teams. 
We probably have more paddlers available if any of the other pro­
vinces are finding the pickings slim. How about you people down 
in Ontario, all six million of you. Need any help.? 

So far F l i n F l o n can take the c r e d i t for supp ly ­
i n g , ( a ) the i d e a , (b) the background Work, 
( c ) a n u c l e u s of p a d d l e r s . I thought I ' d get that 
down i n b l a c k and w h i t e , j u s t in case the page­
ant turns out to be one of the b ig dea ls of the 
C e n t e n n i a l . 

Of course the credit for Flin Flon's surge to the front of the padd­
ling class must go to the men who years ago, spearheaded the loc­
al canoe club. Also, the success of Gib McEachern and Norm Cr­
erar has undoubtedly had something to do with keeping the interest 
high. Old Mother Nature rates a tip of the chapeau for providing 
all the cold clear waters. 

Meanwhile 
Norm, Gil) 
Win Again 
trials this summer and the rac<-
next year. Al l have clearance 
so far with the exception of 
Soltys and Norman. Carriere, 
an employee of the Canadian 
National Railways received per­
mission from the CNR to. join 
the team for trials this summer, 
and if selected, the race next 
summer. The letter from the 
CNR, Rheaume said, stated 
th at they were pleased that 
one of their employees had beer 
chosen to take part in the race. 

McEachern and Crerar are 
free TO join the team as are 
Michelle, Harvey and Starkell. 
Harvey Is employed by B. A. 
Robinson Company and Starkell 
by the CPR. 

Soltys and Norman are both 
employed at the HBM&S and 
would have to receive time off 
from the Company in order to 
join the team. 

The paddlers will'leayeMani 
toba on August 2nd and tly 
to Prince George in British Col­
umbia. They will spend 10 days 
paddling on the Fraser River, 
before crossing the open water 
from Vancouver to Victoria. 
They wil l then be flown to Mon 
treal where they will spend 
three days in the Lachine Rapids. 

In choosing the team Rheaume 
said that the selections were ma­
de on the past record of the pa­
ddlers, their physical condition 
and their experience in the out­
doors. If any of the eight select­
ed are unable to join the team, 
>?placements will be selected 
a -ong the remaining applicants 

HBM&S Grants 
Paddlers Leave 
Of Absence 

Manitoba Pageant Commodore 
Jim Rheaume has one less prob­
lem to worry about. 

Yesterday, he announced that 
the Hudson Bay Mining and Sm­
elting Company had granted lo­
cal paddlers Wayne Soltys and 
John Norman a leave of absence 
in order to paddle in the Cen-
tennial race. The pair wi l l be 
granted the leave for the trials 
this summer, and the race next 
year. 

Joe Michelle, one of the two 
northern natives selected to the 
team is also reported enroute to 
Flin Flon. The team is expected 
to leave for the West Coast ar­
ound the end of the month. 

Canoe Will 
Be Named 
"The Rod is son" 

The Manitoba Centennial Ca­
noe, which is expected to arri­
ve here in Flin Flon at any time 
now, will likely be known as 
"The Radisson". Each province 
is likewise naming its Canoe af­
ter a Canadian explorer or fam­
ous historical figure. 

At last report, the Man. Cen­
tennial commission was consi­
dering naming our big 25-footer 
after early-explorer Radisson. 
The boat is en route to Flin F l ­
on, fresh from the factory at 
Fredicton. 

The Manitoba team is anxi­
ously awaiting-its arrival in or­
der to get in a few practice se­
ssions before the craft is sent on 
to B.C. for the August trial-
runs. "Most of the provinces al­
ready have their canoes. 

Radisson 
Passes Test 

Manitoba's Centennial Canoe, 
"The Radisson" arrived in Flin 
Flon Saturday morning and later 
in the day had made its first trip 
in northern waters. 

Five local paddlers, headed 
by Manitoba Commodore Jim 
Rheaume took the craft for a sho­
rt spin around Ross Lake. Yester­
day, a team of six paddlers, incl­

uding team members Wayne Sol-
; tys and ,*ohn Norman paddled tin 
craft to Cranberry Portage in rou­
ghly five hours. 

The 25 foot craft weighs rough­
ly 250, but it's expected that the 
six man team will be able to mo­
ve the boat at a fair clip. Speeds 
of eight miles an hour and possib­
ly more in the sprints are predic­
ted by the local Commodore. 

The boat will remain here, 
and available for practice sessions 
until later in the summer when it 
will be shipped out to British Co­
lumbia, and later to Quebec, 
for practice sessions. 

Five local paddlers, headed 
by Manitoba Commodore Jim 
Rheaume give the " Radisson" 
its initial trial run on Saturday 
afternoon. 

The 25 foot Centennial canoe 
i arrived here on Saturday morn-
i ing and will be here for practice 

until later in the summer when 
I the trials will be held in British 
, Columbia. 

" Paddling are Jim Rheaume, 
bow, Mitch McCrimmon, Bob 
rrerar, Dave Wells and Doug 
Simpson. McCrimmon, Wells 
and Simpson are a l l possible re­
placements on the Manitoba 
team. 



BRUCE KEDDIE 
MANITOBA FAVORED 

• fcfc 

By Just being downright nosy during die festival, I gleaned 
enough Information to suggest that either Manitoba, British Col­
umbia or Quebec paddling teams will be heavy favorites for the 
Centennial Pageant. 

At leas t th is seemed to be the word among 
the paddl ing teams , and i f stands to reason as 
these three provinces have been the most a c t i ­
ve in canoe r a c i n g dur ing the last decade . 

Commodore Jim Rheaume must have been highly pleased to 
see the top three spots in the Gold Rush Derby won by Manitoba 
teams.. 

Herb Brade and Dick Han, British Columbia paddlers, who 
are possibly the best on the west coast came In 4th. The padd­
lers from Quebec were 7th place finishers. 

4f ter t w j laps the team of Brade and Hart had 
a 40 second lead over Roger C a r r i e r e and Joe 
M i c h e l l e . 

"Gotta beat 'em today, " muttered Roger as he got ready for 
the last lap. 

"Why?" someone asked. "Is the extra $50. worth all that extra 
effort." I 

"Nope," said Roger, "but I wai>t those fellows to go back to 
B . C . with the knowledge mat three Manitoba teams are capable f 
of whuppin* them." 

T r u e ' t o his word, Roger and Joe erased the 40; 
second d e f i c i t and at the end of the third lap 
had gained roughly a three minute l e ad , good 
for th i rd p l a c e . 

First place, of course, went to local giant Gib McEachern and 
Norm Crerar. 

There's a good chance mat nobody will beat this team of padd-j 
lets all summer. Gib and Norm are making the "our again this 

1 year and will be paddling in some seven or eight races. Last yearj 
they established themselves as the greatest paddling pair on the 
continent, and will be out to maintain their supremacy. Some j 

I Indication of die esteem in which they are held in the outside is j 
Sin the fact that top teams such as Sawyer and Peterson, arch riv- j 
fall of Gib and Norm in past years, are not entering in the same 
races as the local pair. Sawyer ana Peterson, once the giants of I 
j paddling, have been relegated to the runner-up slot the last coup] 
lie of years, and have obviously conceded the number one ranking 
|to Norm and Gib. 3 

The presence of these two paddlers must put 
the Mani toba C e n t e n n i a l Canoe team in a favor*; 
ed pos i t ion , s i m p l y because they are the best. 
However , such members as Wayne Sol tys and 
John Norman, Roger Car r i e re - and Jo.e M i c h e l l e , 
I would say, g ives Manitoba s i x of the best. 
So l tys and Norman ran a strong second to Norm 
and Gib in the Gold Rush Derby, and would pro- i 
bably do e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l on the pro tour af­
ter one t ime around the c i r c u i t . Roger and Joe 
have been In the money both at Shawin igan and j 
Mount L a u r l e r , so they know what I t ' s a l l about J 

Besides the six main paddlers, two spares aro required, because 
it*t Inconceivable that the same six men could hack It every day 
fa over 100 days. But that should be no problem for the Manitoba 

I team. There were a number of paddlers in the Gold Rush Derby, 
| who would make excellent standins, if not regulars. 

With M c E a c h e r n , C r e r a r , and C a r r i e r e , Mani to 
I ba w i l l probably have the most c e l e b r a t e d c r e w . 
A l l three are w e l l , known across Canada , Gib and 
Norm for the i r paddl ing fea t s , wh i l e Roger ' s c l -

[a im to fame is, the K i n g Trapper t i t l e . 
I would think that Quebec would offer Manitoba the main com-

! petition, mainly because they have a large number of paddlers to 
I pick from. Secondly, I would think that the enthusiasm will be the 

satest in Quebec, were paddling and racing is still very much 
I part of the life of the Frenchman,. The races at Sbswlnigan and 
I Mount Laurler are annual highlights in La Belle Province. 

A l b e r t a , w i l l l i k e l y be one of the best o rgan l t 
ed p rov inces In the r a c e , but i t is doubtful i f 
they k*ve the expe r i enced paddlers . The o i l pro­

v i n c e is r e l a t i v e l y new at the paddl ing game, 
and al though the emphasis has been strong the 
past few years , i t ' s doubtful tha t they can put 
as many expe r i enced paddlers i n a boat than 
e i ther Quebec or Man i toba . Or B . C . for that ru 

U\\Alt , " • '" 
i t * much too early to be selecting a winner, and al-

J S f f l t o b a f f ^ o l l b l y have reason to b l optimistic, much 
? A ^ t w e e n % o w . and the finish ^ * X a l a but 

fc» Stance. Manitoba may have the best individuals. MB 
teW 3 K £ « S which is going to win the W " " - ^ * 

£ f . would know nothing about. Over a span of 100 d^ys. team 
work and harmony will be the key 

King Trapper of the North and a member of Manitoba'? Cen­
tennial Canoe team is Roger Carriere of Cranberry Portage. Ro­
ger and his Gold Rush Canoe Derby partner Joe Michelle were 
both chosen to represent the province. 

THURSDAY, JULY 14th, 1966 



Manitoba Names Paddlers For Voyageur Race 
The eight paddlers who wi l l 

form Manitoba's team in the 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pa ­
geant have been chosen. 

Well known for their success­
ful participation in the Gold 
Rush Canoe Derby in Fl in Flon, 
Gib McEachern and Norm Cre ­
rar are among those chosen.The 
remainder of the team is made 
up of: Roger Carriere and Joe 
Michelle, Cranberry Portage; 
Wayne Soltys and John Norman, 
flin Flon; Don Starkell and 
jJlair Harvey of Winnipeg. 

The Pageant gets underway 
from Rocky Mountain House . A l ­
berta, May 21st, 1967.Paddlers 
wi l l spend 103 days, covering 
3, 500 miles, toreach Montreal 
September 1st. Canoes from 
eight provinces and the North­
west and Yukon Territories wi l l 
retrace Canada's earliest water­
ways, paddling the lakes and 
rivers, running the rapids and 
portaging as it was done in the 
heyday of the fur trade. 

Paddlers wearing Voyageur 
costumes wi l l proceed from E d ­

monton to Lloydminster, along 
the North Saskatchewan to The 
Pas, through Lake Winnipegosis 
and the Assiniboine to Winnipeg 
arriving at the forks of the Red 
and Assiniboine Rivers July 1st, 
1967. They wi l l be in Manitoba 
territories twenty days. Les Vo­
yageurs leave Winnipeg to pad­
dle across Lake Winnipeg, to 
Lake of the Woods, roughly fol 
lowing the International Border 
to Port Arthur, then on to the 
Mattawa, Ottawa and St. Law­
rence Rivers to Montreal. The 

paddlers wi l l arrive in The Pas 
June 10th. 

Each 15 foot canoe, weighing 
approximately two hundred po­
unds, wi l l average forty miles 
a day. Crews wi l l earn point 
for sprints and endurance stret-

c hes. 
Two trial runs are being held 

during the summer of 1966, one 
travelling from Fort St. James 
to Victoria, August 3rd to 15th, 
another from Lachine to New 
York, August 16th to 30th. The 
Manitoba team wil l participa­

te in both trials. 
The centennial course is mos­

tly along the main fur trade 
route as originally explored by 
Pierre Radisson (1661); Henry 
Kelsey (1691-92); LaVerendrye 
(1731 and 1735); De La Corne 
(1753) and Anthony Henday, 
and later used by the fur traders 
and explorers. 

Starting from Edmonton the 
brigade wi l l journey eastward 
down North Saskatchewan River 
bypassing Lloydminster, to Nor-
th Battleford. Saskatoon (river 

runs some 20 miles north of this 
ci ty), PRINCE ALBERT, NIP A -
WIN,, THE PAS and CEDAR R A ­
PIDS. Here the main fur trade 
route through Lake Winnipe g 
wi l l be left in order to take in 
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE and WIN­
NIPEG. 

Cross Cedar Lake going south 
leaving the Saskatchewan, and 
portage into Lake Winnipegosis 
following the lake in a souther­
ly direction and portage into 

'(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7} 

Norm Crerar Roger Carr iere Joe M iche l I 

Lake Manitoba at Meadow Por­
tage. 

Go east and south down Lake 
Manitoba to DELTA and porta­
ge 9 miles from DELTA into 
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE and the 
Assiniboine River. 

Follow Assiniboine River east 
joining the Red River at WINNI­
PEG. Go north on Red River to 
Lake Winnipeg, then north and 
east on the lake to the mouth 
of the Winnipeg River. 

Start up the Winnipeg River tc 
L A C DU BONNET, POINTE DU 
BOIS and through Sand Lake, 
from there south to KEN OR A 
and Lake of the Woods. Cross 
JLake of the Woods due south to 
!the mouth of the Rainy River. 
Follow up Rainy River to FORT 
FRANCES on Rainy Lake. 

Proceed east on Rainy Lake to 
Namakan Lake and east up Na-
makan River to Lac La Croix. 
Cross Lac La Croix due east 
following a chain of lakes along 
the border, Crooked Lake,Bass-
wood Lake, Knife Lake, Saga-
naga Lake, Gunflint Lake to 
the Pigeon River and east on the 
latter to Grand Portage and L a ­
ke Superior, then followingthe 
north shore to FORT WILLIAM. 

Continue along the north sho­
re to Whitefish Bay andSAULT 
STE MARIE, then by way of 
Hay Lake and St.Joseph Chan­
nel into the north channel of 
Lake Huron and Georgian Bay. 
Up the French River to Lake 
Nipissing and NORTH B A Y . By 
way of Trout Lake, Turtle L a ­
ke, Robichaud Lake and the 
Mattawa River to MATTAWA 
land enter the Ottawa River. 
'.Down the Ottawa River to join 
the St. Lawrence and into MON­
TREAL, terminating at the site 
of EXPO '67. 

G i b McEachern 



Having five local paddlers selected to represent the province 
is quite an honor, even in Flin Flon where natives have beco­
me accustomed to winning canoe derbies. 

And the f a c t that the core of the Man i toba 
team w i l l be F l i n F l o n paddlers is more or 
less a p p r o p r i a t e , for two reasons . F i r s t off, 
the i dea of the C e n t e n n i a l pageant o r i g i n a t ­
ed he re , and s e c o n d l y , i f i t h a d n ' t been for 
the work of a l o c a l c o m m i t t e e , Man i toba wou­
l d n ' t even be in the r a c e . 

Of course the structure of the pageant differs radically from 
the idea which was first formulated here a few years back. 
The Centennial Committee decided that commercialism had 
no part in the race, so instead of the pageant offering a big 
cash bonanza, and reaping the benefits of heavy television and 
newspaper coverage, its appeal will be of a more or less local 
flavor. Without a big pot of gold as an attraction, interest will 
be largely centered among the cities and towns which the can­
oes will pass through. There will be a fleeting enthusiasm in 
each small town. Interest will remain largely Canadian. Stuffy 
old Canadianism, I call it. 

T h e Canoe pageant had the p o t e n t i a l to be 
the one, big even t of the C e n t e n n i a l . A coas t 
to coast r a c e , c o v e r i n g thousands of m i l e s , 
over a 1*00 day span, was f u i l of a p p e a l . I t 
c o u l d have been e x p l o i t e d so as to ob ta in i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l a p p e a l . Big business was w i l l i n g to t a ­
ke the r ace under i t s w i n g . A l o n g w i t h big bu­
s iness would have come vas t a d v e r t i s i n g . Huge 
i u i c y T V c o n t r a c t s would have f o l l o w e d , and 
the eyes of the c o n t i n e n t would have b.een focus­
ed on C a n a d a dur ing i ts Cen t enn i a 1 y e a r . C a n ­
ada ' s b i r thday par ty migh t even have a t t r a c t e d 
some gate c ra she r s from the south , c o m p l e t e y 
equipped w i t h a w a l l e t f u l l of unpegged d o l l a r s . 

Unfortunately though we must go small time because a flock 
of stuffy government appointees probably could not stomach the 
idea of losing control over any phase of the Centennial. At least 
I cannot think of any other reason why the Centennial Commit­
tee would keep commercialism out of the race. Surely they are 
not so naive as to think that dollars and cents are not very much 
a part of Canada's birthday party. Surely they could see the ad­
vantages of staging a spectacular event, something which wou­
ld have added a touch of glamour to the celebrations. Surely, 
they are not all living in the 19th century, complete with the 
stuffy traditionalism and conservatism which has plagued our 
country since its first birthday. Surely, we are not still running 
scared after 100 years. 

I think we are. I think our Centennial committee is terribly 
lacking in the imagination to make the 100th birthday a really 
big show. Recently they announced a short story or essay contest, 
but no author in his right mind will enter. They won't enter be­
cause the Centennial committee wants to retain the rights to all 
entries. Well, the piddly little prizes offered couldn't hope to 
cover what an author would lose in royalties alone, if his work 
were publishable. Anyone with talent will avoid the contest like 
the plague, and the work which will be turned into the commit­
tee, will be just about what it deserves. 

Y e s t e r d a y I read where the c o m m i t t e e is sear ­
c h i n g for a song to he lp put the c e l e b r a t i o n s 
o v e r . T h e y ' r e hop ing for a popular h i t such as 
"Meet me in S t . L o u i s , " the smash d isc w h i c h 
he lped make the 1904 S t . Lou is World F a i r , a 
s p e c t a c u l a r show. The c o m m i t t e e must be ge t t ­
ing the message because a p r i z e of $5000 . has 
been offered to the w i n n e r , and the w r i t e r has 
a l so been a l l o w e d to r e t a i n a l l p u b l i c a t i o n r i ­
gh t s . 

But if they are starting to go big league at this stage of the 
game it will be too little and too late. I'm a little disappoint­
ed because I know that if the Americans were celebrating their 
birthday, they'd make it the biggest show on earth. I'm afraid 
our 1967 firecracker will have a damp fuse. 

As a bas is of c o m p a r i s o n , how many people 
would be i n t e r e s t e d in the M a s t e r ' s G o l f T o u r ­
nament i f there were not a $50 , 000 p r i z e pa ­
c k e t . How many T V ne tworks would f igh t for 
the broadcas t r i g h t s , and how many newspap­
ers would h e a d l i n e the e v e n t . 
. That's why 1 feel a little sorry for men like Tim Rheaume and 

his fellow Commodores, who will be responsible for staging the 
b i g race. The Centennial committee has handed them the start­
ing gun, but has kept most j>fJhe_buUets^ 

Johnny Norman (pictured abo­
ve) and racing partner Wayne 
Soltys are edging closer on the 
heels of the highly-rated Mc­
Eachern and Crerar, placing a 
good second in the Gold Rush Ca­
noe Derby for the fourth season, 
this year. This should somewhat 
prove the value they will be to 
the Centennial crew. 

Constant practise and work 

LETTER to EDITOR 
Dear Editor; 

It was interesting to read your 
views on the Government run 
Centennial Race. I should ima­
gine anyone connected with 
or interested in it feels the 
although they might not ex[ 
their opinion as aptly or candi< 

You're right! It was the o 
tunity of a lifetime. 

Wrjat began as a highh . 
ginative grand-sealer, was-wat­
ered down to something typi­
cally Canadian. Or rather typi­
cally government controlled. 
By the time the federal and th­
eir provincially appointed poli­
ticians have their say in the ma­
tter (many of whom know not 
the bow from the stern ) the ev­
ent should be "suffocated" en­
ough so as not to resemble its 
original concept. 

It was first envisioned as a mi­
llion dollar sweepstake which 
would have immediately jostled 
awake international interest, to 
say nothing of the capital it wou­
ld have attracted to Canada. 

But seems, while it is alright 
for us to buy Irish Sweepstake 
tickets, take part in small raff­
les, bets, "pools" and bingos, 
to even suggest we "gamble" on 
such a grand scale was utterly 
unthinkable! 

However, that's all water un­
der the canoe. Such as it is, the 
race is still the biggest single 
event that will bring every part 
of the country into the celebrat 
ions. And it can certainly focus 
plenty of attention on this nor­
thern area. 

So let's take advantage of it 
as much as possible. Perhaps 
such an event will be staged 
again after Centennial year if 
the race is successful enough -
then wide open to commercia­
lism and good old private enter­
prise -- the only really effecti­
ve way anything can be done. 

" Interested " 

outs is no doubt the secret of 
their success. 

Thirty year old John, who is 
now employed with the Hud­
son Bay Mining and Smelting 
Company at Flin Flon, was bo­
rn at Denare Beach, Saskatche­
wan, a few miles across the bor 
der from the mining town. His 
family owned a mink ranch at 

big Beaver Lake, and this Is 
where Johnny received his pri­
mary education, along with the 
native children from the near­
by Reserve. He attended High 
School in Flin Flon. 

He moved to "civilization" 
for the first time when he was 
married, residing in Creighton, 
the border town adjoining Flin 
Flon. He and his wife, Eunice, 
have three daughters, Car la, 
Cathy and Lorraine. 

Weighing 164 pounds and 
standing 5 ft. 9 1/2 inches tall 
Johnny is another all-round ath­
lete, playing hockey in the win­
ter and cramming in baseball 
and water-skiing during the short 
summer season, along with can -
oeing. He is also a member of 
the Search and Rescue Squad or­
ganized by the Creighton Fish 
and Game League. (This group 
is always on the alert for some­
one lost while boating or fishing 
in the endless maze of lakes, r i ­
vers and swamps that make up 
the northern wilderness.) Hav­
ing grown up in this type of sur­
rounding he is a natural for the 
job, as well as for the big race. 

Paddlers Leave 
For Trial Run 

The Manitoba Centennial 
team of paddlers left here Sun­
day morning for the pre-Cen­
tennial trial races beginning 
in British Columbia this weeek. 

Leaving from here were 
Wayne Soltys, John Norman, 
Joe Michelle, Roger Carriere, 
Dave Wells and Provincial Co­
mmodore Jim I&eaume. Mc-
..chern and Crerar are already 

in B .C . Blair Harvey and Don 
Starkell will also join the team 
there. 

The local boys will no doubt 
have a rough trip west. The 
specially built trailer, to be 
provided by the Centennial Co­
mmission, still hadn't arrived 
to transport the huge 25 foot 
"Radisson" several hours before 
departure time, when Steelgas 
Limited came to the rescue, 
with one of their trucks being 
hastily equipped to carry the 
big canoe and the Daddlers. 



C a n o e 

Race 
Starts 
Friday 

Canoe teams from across 
Canada have b e g u n to 
gather in Prince George for 
the start of the Canadian 
Centennial Canoe Race from 
Fort St. James Friday. 

During the ten-day race 
canoes will follow routes of 
explorers down the Stuart 
River onto the Nechako and 
to its mouth onto the Fraser. 
From there contestants fol­
low that river to its mouth 
then cross the Straits of 
Georgia. 

The race is planned as an 
endurance test and will be a 
major trial for the 100-day 
centennial race from Rocky 
Mountain House to Mon­
treal in 1967. 

Residents of every hamlet, 
village and city along the 
bank/i of the Fraser River 
are expected to turn out next 
week to watch anc! welcome 
competitors. 

Many communities are 
planning local events to tie 
in with the arrival of the 
canoes and their 80 color­
fully-garbed paddlers. Simi­
lar events are planned for 
Vancouver, Galiano Island, 
Sidney and Victoria for the 
final stages of the t r i p 
across the Gulf of Georgia. 

The race, which will start 
early Saturday morning, is 
believed to be the largest 
and longest canoe race ever 
staged on the Fraser River 
system. 

'VOYAGEURS' DUE AT NEW WESTMINSTER AUG. 11 

Thousands to see Centennial canoe race 
Residents of every hamlet, 

village and city along the banks 
of the Fraser river are expected 
to turn out next week to watch 
and welcome ten canoes taking 
part in the Canadian Centennial 
canoe pageant and race from 
Fort St. James to Victoria. 

Many communities are plan­
ning local events to tie in with 
the arrival of the canoes and 
their 80 colorfully garbed Voya­
geur paddlers. Similar events 
are planned for-Vancouver. Gali­
ano Island, Sidney and Victoria 
for the final stages of the racfr 
across the Gulf of Georgia. 

The race, which will start in 
Fort St. James Aug. 6 and finish 
in Victoria Aug. 15, is believed, 
to be the largest and longest 
canoe race ever staged on the 
Fraser river system. It is also 
believed to be the first time an 
armada of canoes has (tackled 

__the often treacherous Strait of 
Georgia in modern times. 

Throughout the race the ex­
pert Canadian canoeists taking 
part will relive the days of the 
Voyageurs of the early fur trade. 
They will carry all their equip­
ment with them and camp out 
at the various overnight stops. 

The 26-foot pack canoes simi­
lar to those used by the Voya-

geurs, are named after early i Like the old fur brigades, the 
[day explorers. For British Col-
•umbia, Simon Fraser; Nova 
; Scotia, John Cabot; New Bruns-
jwick, Samuel de Champlain; 
! Quebec, La Verendrye; Ontario, 
[William McGillivray; Manitoba, 
(Radisson; Saskatchewan, Henry 
jKelsey; Alberta, David Thomp­
son; Yukon Territory, Robert 
;Campbell; and the Northwest 
frerritories. Sir Alexander Mac-
Kenuv 

canoes will travel in flotillas, 
all starting together and racing 
to assembly areas several miles 
outside the major centers. They 
will then participate in a sprint 
race to the next community 
competing for special prizes. A 
point system will determine the 
winner, combining times for all 
laps plus points for sprints. The 
overall winner of the race will 
receive the British Columbia 

^Centennial Trop 

[ The Royal City race will 
begin at the junction of the 
Pitt and Fraser Rivers and 
travel over six miles to the 
finish near the Annacis Island 
causeway. 

Competitors and o f f i c i a l s 
will then be guests of the New 

Westminster Centennial Com­
mittee at a beef and salmon 
barbecue on the island. 

Mayor Stuart Gifford and 
other New Westminster offi­
cials will welcome the partici 
pants to the Royal City. 

The entire race is under the 
direction of the federal Centen­
nial Commission in Ottawa and 
will be a test of endurance for a 
100 days race in 19fi7 which will 
sec thp CHr«MK itf a if^S[r" ; r ' 
Modify '"Mountain House, near 
the B.C.-Alberta border to Mont­
real. 

IN MARATHON CANOE RACE £*U^*x. 

Manitoba stil leads 
HOPE, B.C. (CP) - Mani­

toba added 19.5 seconds to its 
narrow lead over British Colum­
bia Tuesday in the 15-mile, hale-
hope leg of the 10-day Canadian 
Centennial canoe race. 

Tuesday's fourth day, which 
brought paddlers 90 miles east 
of Vancouver, was in marked 
contrast to Monday's wild ride 
through white water in the B.C. 
Cariboo country. 

The paddlers spent most of 
Tuesday driving more than 200 
miles south from Quesnel to 
Yale in order to avoid the worst 
of the rapids in the Fraser 
River. Canoes were lifted clear 
of the water Monday as they 
were swept through log-infested 
rapids north of Quesnel. 

The Fraser River between 
Yale and Hope was fast but not 
dangerous. 

Manitoba completed the 15-

mile sprint in one hour, 39 
seconds. B.C. was 19.5 seconc 
behind, and now trails the leai 
ers by a total elapsed time i 
6 minutes, 17.1 seconds. 

Strung out behind Manitob 
and B.C. are Quebec, Albert: 
Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nov 
Scotia, the Northwest Territo 
ies. New Brunswick and tt 
Yukon. 

The competitors, who ai 
colorfully dressed as voyageur 
were served coffee*and sam 
wiches at Yale by residen 
dressed in period costumes. A 
most 400 persons — nearly tt 
entire population of Yale -
attended the luncheon. 

Hundreds lined the Fras( 
River as they raced into Hop-
Another civic reception ws 
held. 

The race ends at Victor: 
Monday. 
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Canoe Pageant 
Paddlers Chosen 

The eight paddlers who will 
make up Manitoba's team in the 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Page­
ant have been chosen, it is an­
nounced jointly by Hon. Maitland 
B. Steinkopf, chairman of the 
Manitoba Centennial Corporation, 
Jim Rheaume, provincial com­
modore, and Burt Robinson, chair­
man, Canoe Pageant Advisory 
Committee. 

The team is composed of Norm 
Crerar, Gib McEachern, Wayne 
Soltys, and John Norman, all 
from Flin Flon; Roger Carriere 
and Joe Michelle, from Cranberry 
Portage; Blair Harvey and Don 
Starkell from Winnipeg. 

These eight team members (only 
six of whom will be paddling at any 
one time, the other two will follow 
the route with the Provincial Com­
modore) will represent Manitoba in 
the Centennial Voyageur Canoe 
Pageant which begins at Rocky 
Mountain House on May 22, 1967, 
and ends 3,500 miles and 103 days 
later at Montreal. 

Besides the eight team members, 
Manitoba is fortunate enough to 
have nine excellent paddlers as 
stand-by reserves, each of whom is 
willing to fill in for regular team 
members at very short notice. This 
reserve team is composed of 
George Ennis, Arnold Meckelburg, 
Ken Plews, and Frank Stephens, 
all of Winnipeg; Mitch McCrim­
mon, Doug Simpson, and David 
Wells, of Flin Flon; Mel Doak of 
Churchill; and George Baker of 
Dauphin. 

Each of the paddlers will rec­
eived $7 a day from Ottawa to 

cover their expenses en route. In 
addition to this, each of the eight 
men participating in the Voyageur 
Canoe Pageant will receive $1,000 
upon their arrival at Montreal. 
Should the Manitoba team com­
pile more points than the other 
seven teams, (points to be awarded 
for sprints, endurance stretches and 
skill), each of the paddlers will 
receive $2,500. There are similar 
prizes for the team coming in 
second and third. 

The proposed travel itinerary of 
the Canoe Pageant has been set 
up so as to enable the teams, 
dressed in Voyageur costumes, to 
participate in local Centennial cele­
brations, regattas and the like along 
the Pageant route. 

The Centennial Voyageur Canoe 
Pageant will, in the year that marks 
Canada's 100th Birthday, pay trib­
ute to those men who contributed 
so much to the history of Canada. 

McEachern and 
Crerar Star 

Two of the most highly skilled 
paddlers to be found anywhere, 
Norm Crerar and Gib McEachern, 
reached the pinnacle of their pro­
fessional paddling career last sea­
son when the pair set an unheard-
of winning record, making a clean 
sweep of every race they entered 
across Canada. The boys have rac­
ed together for the past ten years 
and have piled up so many tri­
umphs that McEachern and Crerar, 
or Gib and Norm as they are 
affectionately known closer to 
home, have become synonymous 
with canoe racing. 

Norm Crerar and Gib McEach­
ern are on the Manitoba canoe 
pageant team which will spend 130 
days during the summer of 1967 
crossing the country from Rocky 
Mountain House to Montreal. 

In preparation for their endur­
ance test in retracing Canada's his­
toric waterways, Norm and Gib, a 
few weeks ago, won their second 
consecutive paddling victory at 
Calgary, and went on to win the 
Rocky Mountain race and the Ed­
monton race the following week­
end. 

The champion professional pair 
opened this season with a victory 
at the Gold Rush Canoe Derby, 
followed by a victory in the 101 
mile race from Banff to Calgary. 
They topped the field of 17 entries 
completing the course in nine and 

one half hours on the rough waters 
of the Bow River. 

The following arc the names 
given by the provinces to the 

i participating canoes: 
Quebec - Laverendrye; Mani­

toba - Radisson; Saskatchewan -
Henry Kelsey; Alberta - David 
Thompson, British Columbia - Si­
mon Fraser; Yukon - Robert 
Campbell; Northwest Territories -
Sir Alexander Mackenzie; New 
Brunswick - Champlain; Nova 
Scotia - John Cabot; Ontario -
Wm. McGillivray. 

Gib McEachern Norm Crerar 

Gib McEachern began racing a 
canoe at the age of 16, and has 
participated in every canoe race 
from British Columbia to Quebec, 
and from Northern Manitoba to j 
Texas. 

Now 26, Gib is considered one 
of the two best paddlers on this 
continent, and is a prize "catch" 
for Manitoba's paddling team. 
Known as the 'friendly giant', Gib 
will be a good will ambassador for 
Manitoba wherever he goes during 
the Centennial canoe pageant. He's 
gentle as he is huge (six feet, four 
inches) and he has a reputation for 
excelling at anything he tries. 

Friends and family still chuckle 
about Gib's one skirmish in the 
world of boxing. Untrained, he 
entered at the last moment to fill 
a gap in the heavyweight fights, 
and returned f r o m Winnipeg 
clutching the Manitoba Novice 
Heavyweight cup. But he disliked 
physical violence, and never enter­
ed again. 

He has participated in The Pas 
Festival and the Edmonton Muk 
Luk Mardi Gras contest with a 
racing dag team. An accomplished 
skier, he has instructed at Falcon 
Lake. 

Gib promoted a 59-mile mar­
athon walk with the co-operation 
of Station C F A R to raise money 
for the Crippled Children's Fund. 
Educated in Flin Flon, he attended 
the University of Manitoba for 
Physical Education studies, and 
later attended the University of 
North Dakota. He holds the St. 
John's Ambulance Gold Medallion. 

Gib and his wife, Barbara, are 
the parents of a small daughter, 
Pamela. They reside in Flin Flon. 

In the next issue, further mem­
bers of the Manitoba Canoe Page­
ant team will be introduced. 

A 26-year-old bachelor, Norm 
Crerar spent the winter season 
touring Europe and skiing in 
Switzerland. The ski slopes are his 
second love; he has won many 
ski awards and attained his Cana­
dian Ski Instructor standing and 
was the. pro at Banff during 1965. 
A "born" athlete, Norm taught 
himself to ski on the small rock-
slides surrounding Flin Flon. 

Born at the Pas, Norm moved to 
Flin Flon and received his educa­
tion there. An electrician, Norm 
apprenticed at the Hudson Bay 
M.riing and Smelting Company, but 
left the mine to devote his full 
time to paddling and skiing. 

Norm comes for a family of ten 
children. With his parents, that 
makes an even dozen. The big 
rambling house on South Hudson 
Street usually holds many more. 
It's a gathering place for friends, 
athletes or anyone in need of a 
place to go. The Crerars have al­
ways devoted much time to the 
children and their sporting activit­
ies. I f there was ever a question of 
a new pair of skis, or curtains for 
the house, the athletic equipment 
got top priority. From the easy­
going sporLS oriented atmosphere 
of the Crerar home comes the 
distinctive personality that is Norm 
Crerar. He is passing it along by 
helping to promote canoeing in the 
Boy Scout organization. 
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Manitoba Team Sotting Pace 
In Contonnial Canoo Trials 

s THE COLUMBIAN, MON., AUG. 1, 1966 

B.C.'s entry in the Canadian Centen­
nial canoe pageant is named the 
'Simon Fraser,' a 26-foot pack canoe^ 

shown here with the British Colum­
bians in training for the gruelling race 
from Fort St. James to Victoria. 

Team Promised 
Full Backing 

Manitoba's Canoe Pageant 
team will have the fuil backing 
of the Centennial Committee 
during next season's big race, 
Centennial Chairman Maitland 

1 Steinkopf said Thursday night. 
Mr. Steinkopf was speaking 

at a banquet honoring the nine 
paddlers and Commodore Jim 
Rheaume which was held at the 
Marlborough Hotel. Also atten­
ding the banquet ŵas the Honor 

able C . H . Witney ah<Mrs. 
Witney, Mayor Jack Freedman 
and Karl Edmands from Flin 
Flon and other Winnipeg guests. 

In promising full support to 
the paddling team, Mr. Stein­
kopf made no mention of whe­
ther or not more money would 
be made available. However, 
he assured the paddlers that mo­
re interest-in the race would be 
shown by the Manitoba commit­
tee. 

Mayor Jack Freedman urged 
"togetherness" in the staging of 
the race. He expressed the hope 
that the north and south could 
get together and make this an 
entire Manitoba effort. 

Presented to the paddlers were 
matching blazers, and cheques 
for $15 each. Trousers and tar­
tan ties wil l be forwarded to 
Lachine where the paddlers wil l 
start the eastern trials. 

Also presented to the paddling 
team was a cheque for $1000 
from an anonymous donor. 

The eastern trials wil l begin 
on Wednesday with the teams 
paddling from Lachine to New 
York. The Manitoba team is 

> also favored to win in the east. 

ft 

Posed before the great race down the Fraser, an August Centennial event, is the 
six-man team and alternates, all experts in river boating. They are, top row, left to right, 
Dick Hart, Kamloops; Harry Schwartz, Prince George; W. K. Blackburn, commodore, 
Prince George; Dave Hentges, Prince George; Roy Jackson, captain, Kamloops. Front 
row, left to right, Herb Brade, Prince George; Costo Bush, Prince George; Herb Sievers, 
Kamloops; and Harvey Fraser, Kamloops. British Columbia team placed second. 

Manitoba 
still leads 
MISSION B.C. (CP) — Mani-

toBa turned-on the power Wed­
nesday to extend its lead from 
six minutes to 10 over British 
Columbia in the fifth day of the 
10-day Centennial Canoe Race. 

The race down the Fraser 
River system from Fort St. 
James to Victoria ends Mon­
day. 

The six-member Manitoba 
team, racing under captain 
Norm Crerar of Flin Flon, 
added four minutes 15.3 seconds 

to its lead in the 40-mile leg 
between Hope and Mission, 50 
miles east of Vancouver. 

B.C., under captain Roy Jack­
son of Kamloops, trailed by a 
total elapsed time of 10 minutes 
42.9 seconds. 

Alberta, Saskatchewan, Que­
bec, Nova Scotia, Ontario, The 
Yukon, New Brunswick and the 
Northwest Territories followed 
in that order. 

The paddlers, all dressed as 
voyageurs, today tackle tie 
Fraser between Mission and 
New Westminster, where a civic, 
reception will be held. J 

Hold Five 
Minute Lead 
After 3 Laps 
After the third day of the pre-

Centennial trial Canoe Races 
j being held in B. C , the Manito­

ba team of paddlers is holding 
an overall five and one half 
minute lead, according to infor­
mation received from Manitoba 
Commodore Jim Rheaume. 

Holding down second place is 
British Columbia, with Alberta 
third, and Saskatchewan fourth. 
The Wheat Province is running 
neck and neck with 5th place 
Quebec. 

The surprising Saskatchewan 
team has been dubbed "little 
Manitoba" by the B . C . press, 
since a l l of the boys come from, 
or near, northern Manitoba. 

Manitoba dropped only one 
lap, the first, as the B. C . team" 
won with a 19 second margin 
over the familiar waters of the 
Fraser River. 

On Sunday's lap the Manitoba 
squad proved to be head and 
shoulders over the rest of the fie­
ld arriving four full minutes ah­
ead of runner-up British Colum­
bia. Thousands of spectators 
lined the banks of the Fraser 
River for the lap, coming into 
Prince George. Immediately 
following the lap, a short ,sgr.int 
race was held for the benefit of 
the crowds, with the Manitoba 

team again winnfhg, this time 
with a 19 second margin. They 
picked up the $100 prize money 
put up by the B. C. government, 

i Yesterday Manitoba won the 
third lap into Quesnel, by 39 
seconds, and today the teams 
will move onto Yale B . C . and 
will take to the waters for Hope 
B . C . on the 4th lap of the race. 
The 80 paddlers will then cross 
over to Eastern Canada where 
they will continue trial runs from 
Montreal to New York. 

The B. C. government is put­
ting up a $1000 prize for the best 
overall time to Victoria where 
th e western section of the trials 
wil l end August loth. 

According to Rheaume the 
paddlers are working together 
like clockwork, despite the fact 
that Manitoba was the only team 
which hadn't paddled together 

| prior to the trials. 



SASK. IN 4 th PLACE 

MANITOBA PADDLERS 
CONTINUE TO SET PACE 

• • • • 

Meanwhile 
Blazer Fund 
Tops $250" 
Manitoba's Centennial Canoe 

team continued to set the pace 
in the western trials, underway 
at B. C . , and following yester­
day's lap led the field by over 
six minutes. 

The Manitoba squad won 
yesterday's 14 mile lap by 20.9 
seconds over runner-up B . C . 
and hold a six minute, 17 sec­
ond lead over the second place; 
finishers. Alberta is in third 
place, Saskatchewan, fourth, 
Quebec, fifth, Ontario, 6th, 
Nova Scotia seventh, Yukon, 
eighth, NWT, ninth, and New 
Brunswick, tenth. 

While the Manitoba paddlers 
continued to display big league 
form on fiie water, a local 
campaign, designed to give the 
team a big league appearance, 
swelled over the $250 mark. 
At press time today a total of 
$256 had been raised to purch­
ase matching blazers for the 
paddlers. Roughly $350 is 
required. 

Both Mayor Jack Freedman 
of Flin Flon and Mayor Harry 
Trager of The Pas pledged $25 
to the fund, while many don­
ations were forthcoming from 
both local and outside residents. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 15th. 1966. 

j Final Lap 
Underway 

• • • 

Manitobans 
Have Eighieen 
Minutes Lead 

Manitoba paddlers moved in-
:o today's final lap 18 minutes 
ahead despite losing yesterday's 
lap of the western Centennial 
Canoe pageant trials. 

The Manitobans finished sec­
ond to third place Alberta, who 
took a legal shortcut to finish 
in first place. The B . C . team, 
who are in second place in ov­
erall time finished third on yes­
terday's lap. 

The victory for Alberta failed 
to improve on their third place 
standing. They trail B. C . by 
roughly two minutes and Mani­
toba by twenty minutes. 

The race will conclude at 
Victoria today, and barring 
disaster the Manitoba team sh­
ould finish on top. Under ord­
inary circumstances an 18 min­
ute deficit would be too much 
for the remainder of the field to 

Following today's lap the 
(cont'd, P- ft) 

PADDLERS (Coftt'd) 
teams head for Quebec where 
the eastern trials wil l be held. 
The Manitoba team will be pas­
sing through Winnipeg on Thur­
sday and will be presented with 
blazers, slacks and ties at that 
time. 

BLAZER FUND TOPS $500 

Manitoba Team Pads Lead 
• • • • 

Ten Minute 
Margin At 
Halfway Point 
Manitoba's Centennial pad­

dlers turned on the power yest­
erday and added four minutes 
to their league leading time, 
as the Western pageant trials 
reached the halfway point. 

The Manitoba team complet­
ed yesterday's 40 mile leg four 
minutes ahead of runner-up 
B. C. to increase their overall 
lead to ten minutes. Alberta 
is third, and the young Saskat­
chewan team continues to hold 
4th place ahead of the Quebec 
team. 

Meanwhile the "blazer fund" 
hit the $500 mark by press time 
today and present plans call for 
the team to be outfitted with 
blazers, slacks and Manitoba 

"tartan ties. It is hoped to have 
the outfits ready by August 19th, 
and presented to the paddlers 

on that day, when they stop 
over in Winnipeg enroute to 
Quebec. 

Manitoba won the first leg 
of yesterday's lap by only 10 
seconds. However, the second 
lap was paddled >in rough wat­
er, and it was at this point that 
the Manitoba team outclassed 
the rest of the field. They pul­
led away to win the'Short lap 
by over three minutes. 

Today, the teams hit the 
Fraser River and paddle to New 
Westminster. The final lap of 
the western trials will take the 
te-.mi from Fort St. James to 
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Victoria, and is scheduled to 
end on Monday. 

! Barring some unfortunate mis­
hap the Manitoba team is hea­
vily favored to win the western 
trials. The action then shifts 
to Lachine, Quebec where the 
Eastern trials wi l l be held later 
this month. 

Problem for Pageant 
" W a t c h fo r Deer Cross ing" w o u l d be an appropr ia te w a r n i n g 

for canoeists t ak i ng par t in the Canadian Centennia l Canoe Pageant 
and Race f r o m Fort St. James, B.C., to V ic to r ia . The voyageurs have 
encountered a number o f moose, deer and bear, and race o f f i c ia ls 
wonder h o w to deal w i t h the possib i l i ty o f compet i to rs losing t ime in 
the race due to an imal ac t ion. 

"We'll Win Trials 
Team Captain 

Manitoba Centennial Canoe 
captain Norm Crerar is con­
fident that Manitoba will win 
the final lap of the western 
pageant trials from Georgia 
Straits to Victoria, and earn 
the $1000 prize money offer­
ed by the British Columbia 
government. 

Crerar made the statement 
in an interview last night, after 
the Manitoba team added an­
other two minutes to their lea­
ding jime. 

The team, he said," was get­
ting stronger every day and 
they were looking forward to 
wrapping things up in Victoria 
on Monday, the final day of 
the ten day trials. 

Yesterday, Manitoba won the 
30 mile lap from Mission to 
New Westminster by over two 
minutes, and boosted their lead 
over second place B. C. to 
twelve minutes and seven sec­
onds. Alberta is third, and the 
young Saskatchewan team con­

tinues to hold down fourth pl­
ace, despite losing yesterday's 
lap to Quebec. 

The Manitoba team has won 
all but two heats since the race 
got underway, but have been 
boosting their margins in the 
last few laps. 

Crerar was treated for an in­
fected leg in New Westminster, 
but, it is not expected to keep 
him out of the duration of the 
race. 

As soon as the Western trials 
are over, the paddlers leave for 
Lachine, where the eastern 
trials will be held. 



Canoe pageant 

MANITOBA WINS 
Canadian Press 

VICTORIA — Manitoba's team paddled their canoe to 
victory Monday night in the finish of the 600-mile Cana­
dian Centennial canoe pageant here. 

I B.C. followed by 25 minutes. Alberta was third and 
Quebec fourth. 

Manitoba went into Monday's final 23-mile lap with 
f an 18-minute lead on the nine other entrants. The teams 
represent eight provinces and two territories. 

The six other teams in their order of finish were: 
Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nova Scotia, The Yukon, New 
Brunswick and Northwest Territories. 

I Northwest Territories was unable to complete the last 
lap. 

Manitoba, under Jim Rheume of Flin Flon, picks 
6 up the B.C. Centennial trophy and $1,000 in cash for \ 
f the victory. 



WINNING PADDLERS — Radisson .and its 10 Mani­
toba paddlers were the victors Monday night in a ISO-
mile canoe race from Fort St. James to Victoria. (L to R-) 
— Commodore Jim Rheaume of Flin Flon; Gilbert Mc-
Eachern of Flin Flon; Wayne Soltys of Flin Flon; Blair 

Harvey of Winnipeg; Dave Wells of Flin Flon; John Nor­
man of Flin Flon; Roger Carriere of Flin Flon; Joe Mi­
chelle of Sturgeon Landing; David Starkell of Winnipeg 
anc/ Copt. Norm Crerar of Flin Flon. 

Tobans Paddle To Victory 
VICTORIA (CP) — A victor­

ious M a n i t o b a canoe team 
heads for Montreal today with 
$1,000 in prize money and a 
trophy for winning the 600-mile 
Canadian centennial canoe pag-

jeant. 
Six paddlers stroked the Man­

itoba canoe, Radisson, across 
the finish line in Victoria's In-

I ner Harbor Monday night to 
complete the race from Fort 
St. James, B.C., in 39 hours, 59 
minutes and 17 seconds. 

British Columbia, the closest 

rival, glided across the line a 
total of 25 elapsed-time minutes 
later. 

In their order of finish the 
eight other teams were Alberta, 
Quebec, Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
Nova S c o t i a , Yukon, New 
Brunswick, and Northwest Ter­
ritories. 

Manitoba, under commodore 
Jim Rheaume of Flin Flon, 
showed its professionalism in a 
last four-mile dash to the finish, 
completing the distance about 
40 minutes ahead of schedule. 

The result was that Victoria 

Mayor A. W. Toone, who left 
home one-half hour early to 
greet the winners, arrived as 
canoes were being stored on a 
wharf. 

The winners consider them­
selves professionals in the sport 
and say they earn about $6,000 
a year on the "circuit." 

'*\Ve have been in serious 
training since May, said Capt. 
Norman Crerar of Flin Flon. 

'My partner Gib McEarchern 
j (also of Flin Flon) and I travel 
across Canada each season fol­
lowing the canoe race circuit." 

The second-place B.C. team 
also are professionals, said team 
member Roy Jackson of Kam-
loops. 

The flotilla of canoes and 
their 90 paddlers all head for 
Montreal today with the Mani­
toba team to compete in a 
seven-day race to New York 

| city. 
Both races are a test of crews 

I for a 100-day race next year 
jfrom Rocky Mountain House, 
lAlta., to Montreal for the cen-
'tenary of Confederation. 

M a n i t o b a W i n s I t A l l 

Shown with the British Columbia Centennial Canoe Trophy and their individual 
replicas are members of Manitoba's winning team in the race from Fort St. James to 
Victoria. Standing, left to right: John Norman, Blair Harvey, Joe Michelle, Don 
Starkell, Roger Carriere, Dave Wells, and Waybe Soltys. Seated: Norm Crerar, Jim 
Rheaume. and Gib McEachern. 

A team of husky young paddlers from 
Manitoba won the Canadian Centennial 
Canoe Race from Fort St. James to Vic­
toria. Salt-caked and bronzed after 10 days 
of voyageuring, they led the pack into 
Victoria's inner harbour on the evening of 
August 15 by 25 minutes. 

British Columbia finished in second place, 
with Alberta third and Quebec fourth. The 
six other teams in their order of finish were 
Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nova Scotia, the 
Yukon, New Brunswick, and the Northwest 
Territories. 

The 600-mile canoe pageant began in Fort 
St. James on August 6. Each team paddled 
a six-man 26-foot pack canoe similar to 
those used by early explorers of the Prov­
ince's waterways. The race was a prelude 
to the Voyageur Canoe Pageant of 1967, 
which will see canoes from all Provinces 
make the 3,500-mile trip from near the 
British Columbia border to Montreal along 
the fur-trade route of 150 years ago. 

Paddlers in the British Columbia race 
camped out each night, and were timed on 
the basis of their total time in the water. 

Sprint races were held before arrival at 
each of the major stopping points of 
Quesnel, Hope, Mission, New Westminster, 
Kitsilano, Galiano Island, Sidney, and Vic­
toria. 

At the conclusion of the race the paddlers 
and their commodores were entertained at 
dinner by the British Columbia Centennial 
Committee. His Honour Lieutenant-Gov­
ernor George R. Pearkes presented the B.C. 
Centennial Canoe Race Trophy to the Mani­
toba team, pictured above. 



Interested spectator 
A swooping seagull displays passing interest in Manitoba's paddlers 

during Sunday s leg of the 500-mile centennial canoe race from Fort St 
l t m - e s , , o C \ t o V i c t ° r i a - T h e canoeists, however, were intent on keeping 
»neir f 18-m.inute edge on the second-place British Columbia team for 
today s final lap and paid the bird scant attention 



MANITOBA TEAM WINS 
WESTERN PAGEANT TRIALS 

• • • • 

Earn Trophy 
And $1000 

Manitoba's nine man team pa­
ddled into Victoria ahead of the 
field yesterday and picked up 
first place honors in the Western 
Canada Pageant trials. 

For winning, the team picks 
up the British Columbia Centen­
nial Trophy and the $1000 cash 
prize offered by the British Col­
umbia government. 

The Manitoba team complet­
ed the 600 mile course in 39 
hours, 59 minutes and 17 sec­
onds, a full 24 minutes better 
than runner-up B . C . Third pl­
ace Alberta was over an hour 
behind the winners, while Que­
bec placed 4th. Fifth place 
went to Saskatchewan, the youn­
gest and lightest team in the 
race. Ontario, Nova Scotia, 
Yukon, New Brunswick, and 
NWT finished in that order. 

The Manitoba team won the • 
majority of the laps over the 
ten day stretch and never finish­
ed lower than second in any of 
the laps. They finished in the 
runner-up slot on one lap early 
in the race, and again on Sun­
day, when the Alberta club took 
a legal shortcut to beat them. 

Following their victory, a 
wire from Premier Duff Roblin 
was sent to Commodore Jim 
Rheaume and read as follows: 
"Manitoba has followed with 

Faddling Team 
Honored At 
Banquet TonighA 

Manitoba's Centennial padd­
lers, winners of the western 
pageant trials are slated to pass 
through Winnipeg today and 
will be guests at a banquet to­
night. 

The banquet is jointly spon­
sored by the provincial govern­
ment and the Centennial Com­
mission. Premier Duff Roblin 
is slated to be guest speaker. 

Blazers, slacks, and tartan 
ties will be presented to the 

nine man team and Commod­
ore Jim Rheaume. Over $600 
was raised in a local campaign 
and it is planned that any mon­
ey left over after the purchase 
of the clothes wil l be presented 
to the paddlers in the form of 
cheques. 

Mayor Jack Freedman and 
Karl Edmands left today by 
plane to attend the banquet 
and make the presentations. 

interest and pride the success 
if the Manitoba canoe team 
under captain Norm Crerar. 
Warmest congratulations to a l l 
team members in your efforts 
as Manitoba representatives in 
this colorful event. Best wishes 
on your Lachine to New York 

trial r rn ." 
The teams will now head for 

Lachine where the eastern leg 
of the trials wil l be held next 
week. The Manitoba team will 
be driving through Winnipeg on 
Thursday and will be presented 

[cont'd P. 6) 

Mani toba's "Radisson" steamed into the finish line at Victoria 
ahead of the field yesterday to.win the western pageant trials. Pad­
dling in the bow is Flin Flon's Gib McEachern while another local 
product Wayne Soltys holds down the number two position. 

mi' PADDLERS (Cont'd) 
with blazers, slacks and tartan 
ties at that time. Karl Edmands 
and Mayor Jack Freedman plan 
to be in Winnipeg to make the 
presentation. Tentative plans 
are also underway to hold a ban­
quet in honor of the team when 
it passes through the Manitoba 
capital. Norm Donogh, mem­
ber of the Canoe pageant com -

Ittee, made this announcement 
last night. 

Members of the Manitob team 
include Captain Norm Cre 
Gib McEachern, Wayne Soi *, 
John Norman, Roger Carrier^ 
Joe Michelle, Don Starkell, 
Blair Harvey, and David Wells. 

The young Saskatchewan 
team, many of whom live in 
either Flin Flon or Creighton. 

held down 4th place for over 
half the race, but failed to hold 
off a late rush by the more exp­
erienced Quebec paddlers, led 
by paddler Gi l Tinkler. 

ARE YOU SURE YOU KNOW HOW TO USE THAT THINS? 

OP/ AMD KEEP POOLING, 



The paddlers from the Raddison, the Manitoba entry in the B.C. Centennial Canoe Race 
are shown as they sprint from Fort Langley, past Barnston Island and1 Surrev to New' 
Westmmster. They nosed out the B.C. canoe in this, as in most other sections"!7ther.ce 

Manitoba Wins 

The B.C. Centennial Canoe Race held some surprises for 
the local weekly editor Winnifred Thorpe, pictured here with 
Norman Crerar, young captain of the Manitoba paddlers. 

She discovered that most of the Manitoba canoe team 
were from the northern Manitoba town of Flin Flon and 
Cranberry Portage, where she lived as a girl. The youthful 
captain is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Crerar who were 
close friends of the Thorpes thirty years ago. 

\ Canoe Race 
Ten canoes representing 

ten provinces of Canada took 
part in the B.C. Centennial 
Canoe Race last week, tra­
velling from Prince George 
to Victoria by way of the 
Fraser River. Prince Edward 
Island and Newfoundland 
were the only provinces who 
did not send an entry. 

The travellers stopped for 
lunch and a rest at Fort 
Langley's national historic 
park on the banks of the 
Fraser on Thursday, and had 
an opportunity to tour the 

relics of pioneer days in this 
area. The ladies of the com­
munity had a tasty luncheon 
awaiting the paddlers. 

Alex Hope welcomed the 
visitors, telling them that a 
souvenir medallion would 
be presented to the winning 
team. 

The paddlers from the 
"Radisson," the Manitoba 
entry, had systematically 
lengthened their lead by a 
few minutes each day by the 
time they reached Fort Lang-
ley. In their sprint to New 
Westminster, they again 
nosed out B.C. with the fast­
est time for the distance 
from the Fort to the Royal 
City. 

When they reached Vic­
toria, the Manitoba team had 
built up a 25-minute lead 
during the 600 mile journey 
over their nearest competi­
tor, the B.C. team. 

with Win Thorpe 

It seemed like "hometown 
days" for me on Thursday 
when I met the crews of the 
B.C. Centennial Canoes. The 
paddlers from Manitoba, 
(who, by the way, were lead­
ing when they reached Sur­
rey) were mostly Flin Flon-
ners. 

The captain of the crew 
was Norman Crerar, the son 
of our closest friends of 
thirty years ago. Norman has 
been travelling across Can­
ada for ten years now enter­
ing canoe racing competi­
tions, and went to Europe 
last summer. His partner 
lives across the street from 
my brother in Flin Flon. 

Another of the paddlers 
was a chap from the small 
town of Cranberry Portage, 
my old home-town, and an­
other was my nephew's room­
mate in college and had just 
attended his wedding the 
week before the Centennial 
Canoe Race. 

It's really quite a small 
world! 

Manitoba sprint 
finisliing line' 

By BRUCE RAMSEY 
Staff Writer 

HOPE — The paddles of 90 
voyageurs dipped silently into 
the swiftly-flowing Fraser River 
in a race where seconds were 
precious, particularly for the 
crews of B.C.'s "Simon Fraser" 
and Manitoba's "Radisson." 

At the finish of the sprint 
race from Yale to the bridge 
across the Fraser at Hope it 
was Manitoba first—one minute 
39.5 seconds ahead of B.C. 

For the two top teams of the 
Canadian Centennial Canoe race 
the fourth day on the water 
from Yale to Hope presented 
few problems, even though at 
times some of the 10 competing 
canoes seemed about to collide. 

The race began at Fort St. 
James and continued to Ques-
nel, from where the canoes 
were trucked down to Yale, the 

old head of navigation on the 
lower Fraser. 

Following a sendoff from the 
old steamer landing at Yale 
watched by hundreds of per­
sons, some in old-fashioned cos­
tumes, the 10 canoes leapt off 
when the starting gun fired 
Tuesday. 

They quickly rounded the 
bend past Hills Bar and dis­
appeared. Other crowds lined 
the river bank to cheer as the 
canoes, bobbing like corks, shot 
the swirling rapids near Emory 
Bar. 

From beginning to end it was 

a three-way race: Manitoba 
and B.C., followed closely by 
Quebec's canoe "LaVerendrye." 

The real test came at Amer­
ican Bar where a black rock 
piled high with logs rose like 
an ugly monster with the Fra­
ser swirling around it. 

It was the nearest to "white 
water" the canoes faced. Bu< 
with spray flying and paddlei 
never missing a beat, the frai 
craft bobbed their way through 

As a matter of historical rec 
ord these 20th century voyage 
urs made faster time than S 
mon Fraser did when he passe 
this way in July, 1808. He too 
five hours to cover the distano 
His goal was to reach the mout 
of the Columbia, but when 1 
arrived at Point Grey he di 
covered he was on the wror 
river. 

Today's crews are after 
I prize of a different kind — 
place on next year's marathc 
race from Rocky Mounta: 
House Alta., to Montreal, at 
prizes of $100, $50 and $25 p 
up by the B.C. Centennial coi 
mittee. 

This morning they push t 
once more and stop at Chi 
wack at noon, arriving at 
point five miles north of Miss: 
about 5 p.m. An hour later tl 
will sprint into Mission, an 
ing at about 7 p.m. 

http://7ther.ce
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Look out - yovire rocking the boat/'i*^**^0O9<^AASL 

TWO MEMBERS of the Alberta Centennial canoe David Thomp­
son gingerly change places as the canoe plunges past Emory Bar, 

five miles south of Yale in the Fraser Canyon. Canoes were trying 
to make time in a sprint from Yale to Hope. See story on page 2. 
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Saskatchewan canoe races escort boat to rescue Quebec canoeists swamped by rough water. 

Manitoba sniffs gold, glory 
The last lap of the 600-mile centennial 

canoe race starts at Sidney at noon to­
day. 

And sometime later, in the quiet of 
Victoria harbor, the six-man crew from 
Manitoba should pick up a thousand 
dollar cargo. 

That's the prize to spice the glory that 
Manitoba has been searching for since 
first their paddles flashed far-up in the 
Fraser River, 10 gruelling days ago. 

Second-place B.C. team is fully IS 
minutes behind over all. Only if the 
Manitoba crew capsizes—as Quebec did 
in heavy seas on Saturday—can Mani­
toba be robbed at the final hurdle. A 
$1,000 prize awaits the winners. 

Saturday's sprint across Georgia 

Strait marked the only unfortunate in­
cident in an otherwise memorable race. 

Strong westerly winds and an incoming 
tide combined to sink the luckless Que­
bec team in biting-cold water off Point 
Grey. 

A Vancouver city police boat moved 
in to the rescue and took the soaked 
paddlers aboard as officials, amidst a 
furry of official seasickness, hurriedly 
cancelled the day's racing. 

Other escort vessels plucked the re­
maining nine crews from the water, 
despite protests that they wanted to 
carry on. 

Sunday's stage from Montague Harbor, 
Galiano Island, to Sidney, was won by 
Alberta, 11 minutes over second-place 

Manitoba. Choppy waters made it more 
a parade than a race—and the last crew 
home was an hour behind the first as 
1,400 spectators waited to welcome them 
at Sidney. 

Alberta's time, 3 hours 20 minutes, still 
left them in third place, 1 hour and 50 
minutes behind Manitoba. 

Overall standing of the others in order 
is: Saskatchewan, Ontario, Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Northwest Terri­
tories. 

The race is regarded as a trial for 
the 100-day marathon in 1967 from 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, to 
Montreal, as part of Canada's centennial 
celebrations. 
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COMMODORE MANITOBA C E N T E N N I A L VOYAGEUR CANOE TEAM 

E M P R E S S H O T E L V I C T O R I A BC= 

MANITOBA HAS FOLLOWED W ITH I N T E R E S T AND P R I D E THE S U C C E S S OF 

T H E MANITOBA C A N O E I S T S UNDER C A P T A I N NORMAN C R E R A R . WARMEST 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S TO A L L TEAM MEMBERS ON YOUR GOOD E F F O R T S AS 

MAN ITOBAS R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S IN T H I S C O L O R F U L C E N T E N N I A L E V E N T . 

B E S T W I S H E S ON YOUR L A C H I N E TO NEW YORK T R A I L RUN= 

DUFF R O B L I N P R E M I E R OF MA N ITOBA • ' 

CANADIAN NATIONAL TELEGRAPHS 
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FLOWERY START: Mrs. Paul Lamoureux, wife of a Lachjne alderman, 
tosses flowers to canoeists taking part in trial races for the 1967 Centennial_ 

Staff Photo by Lloyd Blackham 
Voyageur Canoe Pageant. The scene took place during blessing of the 
canoes at Lachine yesterday. Eight provinces are participating in the event. 

V o y a g e u r 

T r i a l s F o r 

1 9 6 7 B e g i n 

By WALTER PORONOVICH 
Trial races for the 3,500-mile 

1967 Centennial V o y a g e u r 
Canoe Pageant began here to­
day, but the distance to be 
covered in these preliminary 
tests will cover only about one-
tenth of next year's. 

Canoes, representing eight 
provinces (excepting Newfound­
land and Prince Edward Island) 
and the Yukon and North West 
Territories, set off from La­
chine, en route to Sorel, then 
through Lake Champlain, the 
Hudson River and into New 
York, which they'll reach some­
time next weekend. 

In the meantime, a "blessing 
of the canoes" ceremony was 
held yesterday at Lachine, off 
St. Joseph street at Eighteenth 
avenue, with representatives of 
various religious faiths on hand. 

Also present were Colonel 
Arnold Charbonneau, co-ordina-
tor of the sports division of the 

i Canadian Centennial Commis­
sion, members of the Lachine 
city council and other sporting 
and government figures. 

Among the church representa­
tives at the ceremonies were 
Levy Becker, national chair­
man of the Canadian Inter-faith 
Conference; Reverend P. W. E . 
Jones, of the United Church; 
H. S. Weldon, senior elder of 
the Dorval United Church: and 

Reverend Irenee Beaubien, of 
the Roman Catholic Church and 
head of the Ecumenical Centre 
in Montreal. 

Mrs. Paul Lamoureaux, wife 
of the Lachine alderman, dis­
tributed flowers to each of the 
canoe teams. 

Familiar Symbol 
Each canoe bears the now-

familiar Centennial maple leaf 
symbol, with the name of the 
represented province and a 
pioneer voyageur. Quebec's 
canoe carries the name of La 
Verendrye; New Brunswick 
that of Champlain; Nova Scotia 
that of John Cabot; Ontario 
that of McGillvray; B.C. that of 
Simon Fraser, etc. 

About 200 persons gathered 
at the Lachine pier to witness 
the ceremonies under gloomy 
skies. 

Today's trial runs are part of 
a series of cross-country re­
gional contests. Winners will 
compete next year in a series 
of sprints, endurance laps and 
portages will originate at Rocky 
Mountain House, Alta., and end 
at Expo 67 here. 

Today's trials participants 
stopped briefly at the Expo site 
before continuing to Sorel 
where they are to enter the 
Richelieu River. They are to 
arrive at St. Johns, swinging 
into Lake Champlain on Wed­
nesday. 

The remaining schedule calls 
for them to be at Burlington, 
Vt., on Thursday; at Crown 
Point and Fort Ticonderoga, 
N.Y., on Friday; Albany and 
Kingston, N.Y., on Saturday; 
West Point and Nyack, N.Y., 
next Sunday; and New York 
City a week from today. 

Another trial race, in the 
west, was mapped from Fort 
St. James, B.C., along the 
Fraser River to Vancouver then 
to Victoria. 



Depart de la course de canofs Montreal-New 
Dix equipes comprenant chacune six canotiers ont 
entrepris hier la course de 450 milles qui les 
conduira jusqu'a New York au debut de la semaine 
prochaine. L'equipe du Manitoba a gagne le sprint / 
de 13 milles entre Lachine et le site d'Expo 67 en un 
temps (Tune heure 19 min. 38.3 secondes. Sur la 
photo du haut, on aper^oit les participants qui 
quittent le site de l'Expo a destination de Sorel ou la 
Colombie Britannique s'est finalement assure la 

victoire devant le Manitoba (au centre). Le capitame 
de l'equipe victorieuse, Roy Jackson est felicite par 
le maire J.-P. Poliquin, de Sorel. Dans l'ordre 
habituel, le Sieur Pierre de Sorel, M. G.E. Gauthier, 
commissaire asocie de la comission du centenaire; 
Jackson; le maire Poliquin et M. Paul-Emile Ally, 
president du comite des fetes du 325e anniversaire 
de Sorel qui sera celebre en 1967. 
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CENTENNIAL CANOES AT EXPO: Canoes used in. today's trial runs to 
decide which will compete in next year's cross-country Centennial Voyageur 
Canoe Pageant are shown at Expo, where rowers who man them stopped 

Muff Photo by Allan Irishman 
briefly this morning. On hand to greet the canoeists were, from left: Jean-
Paul Bonin, pro-mayor of Montreal; Commissioner General Pierre Dupuy, So­

cial Credit Leader Robert Thompson and Centennial Commissioner John Fisher. 

Getting ready for next year's 3,500-mile Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant. 

Les conotters & Saint-Jean 
in Les oimftme 70 tfamatiers We lla bonnle entente, wprtenftwit 10 piavteeB du pays, 
SaieM 1 l^ntjeanr merc%di 24 aoOt. Ms ®ont ahriiVes hier so.r pout 
r S ^ l e ^ A ^ ^ e a n , e'est Hia Jeune Ohairnibre de Comimonoejde «aHrt4«an et Jtar-
^ r i a ^ e t a i t ^responsible de cetto manifestation dans He e*ftfe des Mfle* dm c*n*e-

Qirejbeic et le canot 'parte le nom de **Ut Ve-rertdrye'. 



Canoeists Retrace 
Explorers Routes 

There are 80 ambitious and 
muscular Canadians who have 
a pretty good grip on their 
Centennial project and they are 
in the Montreal area to prove it. 

They are members of the 10 
crews of canoeists — each 
canoe has six regulars and 
two spares — who have been 
toiling over their paddles in 
trial runs for next year's 
mammoth canoe extravaganza 
which sends crews over the 
waterways dared by the 
earliest explorers of Canada. 

This year's action on rush­
ing, often remote, waterways 
is the final dress rehearsal to 
establish just what equipment 
and training requirements will 
be needed for the Centennial 
Canoe Pageant. 

The 10 canoes, all replicas 
of those used by explorers who 
sought out the wonders of the 
untamed country 200 years be­
fore Confederation, are 25 feet, 
in Jength, double-pointed and 
especially adapted for running 
rapids and facing the difficul­
ties of larger lakes. Their de­
sign also allows for a ton of 
cargo in excess of the crew. 

This area's phase of the trials 
starts August 22 at Lachine, 
from where they'll race to the 
Expo site, pause for a press 
conference, r e c e p t i o n and 
dinner, and then move down 
river to Sorel. Daily legs after 
that are Sorel-Beloeil-St. Jean; 
St. Jean to Plattsburg; then to 
Burlington, Vt., where a sprint 
race will be held and, finally 
from Burlington to Crown 
Point, Ticonderoga, N.Y. 

Each of the 10 provinces has 
a canoe in this and the craft 
bear the names of the great 
explorers who helped discover 
the vastness of Canada — 
Roberval, LaTour and Pou-

trincourt from the Atlantic 
area; Champlain, Albanel and 
LeMoyne from the Quebec 
region; LaSalle, Radisson and 
Brule from Ontario; Kelsey, 
Henday and LaVerendrye from 
the Prairies, and Thompson, 
Fraser and Mackenzie who ex­
plored British Columbia. 

What they are preparing and 
testing for is considered high 
on the list of imaginative and 
colorful Centennial events. The 
actual 1967 Pageant is to last 
100 days, cover 3,500 miles and 
feature period costumes and 
celebrations and ceremonies at 
each stop. 

In the just completed western 
phase, the Manitoba canoe 
picked up $1,000 in prize money 
in the 600 mile stage. The final 
lap of that was from Fort 
James, B.C. to Victoria and 
they covered the distance in 39 
hours, 59 minutes and 17 
seconds. 

Ron Butler of White Horse, commodore of the 
_Yukon crew, gets welcome kiss from Expo hostess 

(Gazette Photo Service) Danielle Touchette. 

Voyageurs-'GJ Style 
Expo Paddlers Getting Ready 

The birch-bark canoe is as 
much a symbol of Canada's 
heritage as the covered wagon 
is of the old west. 

So it's only fitting that one 
of our biggest centennial pro­
jects will be a canoe race 
between provinces, following 
the old fur trade routes. The 
trail will lead from Alberta to 
Montreal's Expo site, with a 

six^man crew from each prov­
ince competing. 

In preparation for the 1967 
Centennial Voyaguer Canoe 
Pageant, sprints are being 
held this summer. One got 
underway from Montreal yes­
terday, and will end in New 
York next Monday. 

The ten "wood-and-canvas 
canoes arrived at the Expo 

site early in the morning after 
shooting the Lachine rapids. 
In their first lap, Manitoba 
was i n the lead, closely 
followed by British Columbia. 

Waiting to greet the stal­
warts was S o c i a l Credit 
Leader R o b e r t Thompson, 
rigged out in the costume of 
David Thompson, the great 
explorer of the west. 
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Les representants du Manitoba ont remporte I'etape Beloell-St-Jean dans la course de canots 
reliant Montreal et New York. Les Manitobains ont enregistre un temps de 2 heures 52.53 minutes, 
tandis que les representants de la Colombie britannlque termlnaient au deuxieme rang avec un 
temps de 3 heures et 3 secondes. L'etape d'aujourd'hui conduira les canotiers de St-Jean a Platfs-
burgh. 



EASTERN TRIALS AUG a.̂  ~4> ft 

B.C. Team Holds Slim Lead 
Manitobans 
In 2nd Place 
A surprising British Columbia 

paddling team, second place 
finishers in the Centennial Can­
oe Pageant Western trials, are 
holding down first place after 
two laps of the 450 mile eastern 
trial run from Lachine to New 
York. 

The B. C . team sports a 48 
second lead over Manitoba, 
winners of the Western trials. 
Alberta is in third place, while 
the young Saskatchewan team 
holds down fourth spot. 

The B . C . paddlers won the 
opening lap from Lachine to the 
Expo site by 12 seconds and held 
a 36 second margin in the sec­
ond lap from the site to Sorel. 

Alberta's third place spot is 
exactly where they finished in 
the western trials, however 
Saskatchewan's hold on fourth 
place is surprising. It was ex­
pected that the Quebec team 
would fare much better once 
they returned to familiar surr­
oundings. Quebec rallied for 
a fourth place finish in the westi 

The young Saskatchewan te­
am also picked up a prize fini­
shing second in a novelty port­
aging event. 

The race is following much 
the same pattern as out west. 
B . C . took an early lead win­
ning the first lap of the western 
trials, however, the Manitoba 
team.came on strong to win al­
most every lap thereafter. 

The trials will conclude in 
New York in seven days. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25th, 1966. 

Manitobans 
Back In 
Top Spot 

Manitoba's Centennial padd-
' ling team turned on the power 

yesterday and turned a 48 sec-
j ond deficit into a commanding 
1 seven and one half miuute lead . 

['•in just one short lap. 
The Manitobans, who lost 

[the opening two laps of the 
l Eastern Pageant trials to British 
Columbia, left no doubt yester­
day finishing over eight minutes 
ahead of the rest of the field in 
a short 19 mile lap. 

The course was sprinkled with 

P A D D L E R S (Cont'd) 
a series of short sprints and por­
tages and in this department 
the Manitobans proved to be 
head and shoulders over the rest 
of the field. They won both 
sprint prizes and proved far 
superior on the portages. 

Saskatchewan's young team 
maintained their hold on 4th 
place over Ontario. Quebec, 
fourth place finishers in the wes­
tern trials were expected to 
show better form, but are pres­
ently in 6th spot. Saskatchewan 
also showed power on the sprints 

placing second in one and 
! fourth in the other, 

British Columbia is in second 
j spot but third place Alberta is 

almost an hour behind the lead­
ing Manitobans. 

^XAX>- tjfink S / X k 
TICONDEROGA SENTINEL, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 7966 

109 Canoeists 
Compete In Race 
For t Ticonderoga w i l l play 

hosts tomorrow to over 100 Can­
adian canoeists who are partici­
pating in a race from Montreal 
to New Y o r k City and who w i l l 
spend the night, at the Fort . 

In 1967, Canada wi l l celebrate 
the centennary anniversary of 
her Confederation. Two and one-
half centuries before its official 
bir th date, the first significant 
explorations of the North Am­
erican continent were begin­
ning. The waterways of North 
Amer ica were the pathways of 
empire and the St. Lawrence 
R i v e r and the Hudson-Cham-
plain waterways were two of the 
most important and most travel­
ed by the early explorers and 
voyageurs. 

I n preparation for its 1967 
celebration, Canada is sending 
this summer, 100 Canadian can­
oeists renenaeting the pageantry 
of the voyageurs whose courage 
established the T e n d s of explor­
ation in the Canadian wilder­
ness. A race from Montreal to 
New Y o r k City, a distance of 
470 miles, w i l l be a t r ia l run for 
the 1967 Celebration. The "Voy­
ageurs," including a number of 
Eskimos and Indians, w i l l wear 
colorful costumes l ike those 
worn by the "wood runners" of 
an earl ier day. There w i l l be 10 
canoes in the race one each 
from eight of Canada's 10 Pro­
vinces and its two northern ter­
ritories. 

The canoeists w i l l paddle up I 
the Richel ieu R i v e r to L a k e 
Champlain, following the histfor-j 
ic invasion route, and then-
down the Hudson to New Y o r k . 
Two overnight stops w i l l be 
made on Lake Champlain, one at 
Burl ington and the other at [ 
For t Ticonderoga. 

The Canoecade is expected to 
arr ive at the Fort Fr iday , around 
4:00 p. m „ where they w i l l be 

ffnet 'by For t officials ariffT>y aFi-
conderoga Supervisor Charles 
Schwerdtfeger and Mayor John 

•I Bevilacqua. The entourage w i l l 
' tour the fort and museum and 

l i L ' 

\ w i l l camp on the For t grounds 
, as did their predecessors many 
j years ago. 
j Canoes used are replicas of 

the early voyageur canoes. 
Twenty five feet in length, 
double pointed, and specially 
adapted for running rapids and 
facing difficulties of large lakes, 
the canoes are able to hold as 
we l l as their crew, one ton of 
cargo. 

H i g h W i n d s J&u^A^Zj-^, Vj/vw^-yJ 

Burlington-to-Plattsburgh 
Canoe Race Leg Canceled 

Canadian canoeists arrived in 
Burlington from Plattsburgh 
N.Y. Thursday by car instead 
Df by paddle. 

Winds up to 25 miles per 
hour on Lake Champlain caus­
ed cancellation of this leg of 
the 400 - mile trip from Mont­
real to New York City. 

"We talked with the Coast 
Guard and made the decision 
to cancel this leg for safety 
precautions," a group spokes­
man explained. 

The members of the Canadi­
an Centennial Voyageur Canoe 
P a g e a n t camped overnight 
Thursday at Burlington's Mu­
nicipal (North) Beach and were 

scheduled to leave at 8 a.m. 
Friday for Ticonderoga, N.Y. 

From Ticonderoga, the 10 
canoes, representing e i g h t 
provinces and two territories, 
will head for Troy, N Y . by 
trailer for the Hudson River 
which they Will follow into New 
York City. They plan to reach 
New York Monday. 

The Montreal - to - New 
York City trip is a warmup 
for a trans - Canada race in 
1967 in celebration of Canada's 
100th anniversary as a con­
federation. 

Manitoba leads after times 
from Lachine, Que. to Platts­
burgh were tabulated. T h e i r 

time is 16 hours, 37 minutes 
and 35.4 seconds, just a few 
minutes ahead of second place 
British Columbia 16 hours, 48 
minutes and 31.1 seconds. Al­
berta is in third pla;e. 

One of the group leaders es­
timates that each paddler (each 
boat has six and three spares) 
has taken a minimum of 80,000 
strokes since leaving Montreal. 

"Members of the leading boat 
are taking 64 strokes per min­
ute," the spokesman explain­
ed. "It's really makes the trip 
an endurance feat." Ontario paddlers unload canoe. 



o 

Manitobans 
fod Lead 

Manitoba paddlers have a l l 
but clinched the eastern Cent­
ennial Canoe pageant trials, 
with a 26 minute and five sec­
ond lead with only two laps 
remaining. 

The Manitobans won yester­
day's lap over 10 minutes ahead 
of second place B. C . Alberta 
is a distant third while Saskat­
chewan is holding down 4th spot, 

The 470 mile trials wind-up 
in New York on Monday and 
barring misfortune the Manito­
bans should finish easy winners. 
They won the western trials by 
over 20 minutes. 

A l l correspondence may be 
addressed to the Governor Cl in­
ton Hotel in New York as Com­
modore Jim Rheaume has advis­
ed that this is where the team 
will be staying. 

WELCOME ABOARD... 

"Lady Interceptor 9 9 





ffifre N^w jfark Wimt$. 
Canadians Arrive From Montreal by Canoe 

With less than a mile to go in their Montreal-to-New-York race, the men from Manitoba paddle furiously to hold 
their lead as they skim down the Hudson River, off 97th Street, on their way to the boat basin at 79th Street. 

The New York Times (by Neal Boenzi) 

The Manitoba crew won, and here members of Northwest Territories crew console them­
selves with ice cream. From left: Ken Bailey, William Aray, Eric Manning, Phil Blake. 

Manitoba Is Winner 
The Manitoba men — most of 

them from the town of Fl in 
Flon — had led for most of 
the race and had a 26-minute 
lead for the approximately 290 
miles that were timed. They 
nosed into the boat basin finish 
just ahead of the Alberta canoe. 
Their time was 32 hours 47 min­
utes 27.8 seconds. 

| Fighting to stay out of last 
; place were the New Brunswick 
and Yukon teams. "How about 

| tossing us a line," shouted a 
bearded Eskimo in the bow of 
the Yukon boat to a passing 
yacht. He could have used it— 
Yukon was last. 

Among those cheering the 
teams as they neared the basin 
were the team commodores and 
the two extra men each team 
had to spell its paddlers. They 
had followed the race route 
down the Richelieu River, Lake 
Champlain and the Hudson by 
station wagon. 

As the 60-man First Army 
Band played the Canadian and 
American National Anthems, 
the paddlers stood at attention 
on the pier, the Nova Scotia 
Tien wearing shirts of the of­
ficial blue, green and yellow 
tartan and the bearded Yukon 
men in beaded buckskin jackets. 
They looked out of place below 
the cliffs of Riverside Drive 
apartment houses. 

They were nibbling ice cream 
pops when Canadian officials 

i reminded them that the 25-foot 
j canoes they had paddled were 
I the kind that French explorers 
used to probe the Canadian wil-

j derness, and then they were 
welcomed by City Council Presi­
dent Frank D. O'Connor, who 
admitted to being "quite an ex­
pert myself" when it came to 
canoeing. 

470-Mile Race Held 
to Publicize Fair 

and Centennial 

By P H I L I P H. DOUGHERTY 
Out of the Hudson River mist 

they came, like an illustration 
in a children's book — 10 six-
man canoes paddled by Eskimos, 
Indians and Canadian woods­
men, in the home stretch of the 
great Montreal to New York 
race. 

Al l but two Canadian prov­
inces as well as the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories were rep­
resented by the boats, which 
ended the 470-mile race at the 
79th Street Boat basin yester­
day morning. 

They started Monday, Aug. 22, 
from St. Helen's Island in Mont­
real, which will be the site of 
Expo 67, the world's fair that 
opens next April 28. Publicity 
for the fair and the Canadian 
centennial was the reason for 
the race. 

' Tt was an opportunity to 
focus attention," a pleased cen­
tennial commission official said 
as he looked over the crowds 
waiting at 79th Street. 

Up river, off 125th Street, the 
Manitoba canoe was closing 
fast on Alberta, which had held 
the lead. More than 60 times a 
minute their paddles flashed 
into the murky water. Twice 
a minute Norm Crerar, the 26-
year-old captain, % shouted 
"shift," and the perspiring pad­
dlers slid to opposite sides of 
the canoe. 

Two of the men were suck­
ing an orange juice and honey 
mixture through plastic tubes 
as they strained against the 
water. -

1 



WIN GRUELLING CANOE RACE ft^Mailitobail 

M a n i t o b a n s T r i i i m p M Canoeists 
Triumph N£W YORK (CP)—A crew of 

modern - day voyageurs from 
Manitoba Monday won a 470-
mile canoe race that emulated 
the feats of the fur traders who 

travelled that province's rivers Alberta was well behind Mar*-
200 years ago. itoba in elapsed time but pro-

In a 25-foot canoe named vided an exciting finish. 
after an early trader, the crew 
headed by chartered accountant 
James E . Rheame of Flin Flon 
won handily over nine other 
craft from seven provinces and 
two territories. 

A British C o l u m b i a crew 
headed by Bill Blackburn of 
Prince George was second in 
the gruelling, seven-day race to 
New York City from the La­
chine Rapids near Montreal, 

' the last warmup for a 3,500-
I mile centennial race next year. 

Alberta was third in elapsed 
time, followed by Saskatch­
ewan, - Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia, Northwest Territories, 
New Brunswick, and the Yukon. 

Newfoundland and Prince Ed­
ward Island did not enter. 

Alberta, b e n e f i t t i n g from 
calmer waiter, took a long lead. 
But t h e sweating Albertans 
couldn't hold it against 
smooth - stroking, strong Mani­
toba crew which caught and 
passed them less than a mile 
from the finish. 

For the first two days the 
Manitoba crew, suffering from 
a 

CONTINUED 
A l b e r t a 34:19:29.7; Saskat­
chewan 35:22:41.8; O n t a r i o 
35:34:27.9; Quebec 36:41:16.2; 
Nova Scotia 37:07:19.6; Nortt-
west Territories 37:50:31.6; New 
Brunswick 38:30:23.9; Y u k o n 
38:45:24.4. 

Crews paddled at about 64 layoff, tagged closely behmd s t r o k e s a m i n u t e & 

B.C. Then on the third day the s 

Prairie crew made better time c i a l s p r i n t g 
on the portages and went̂  ahead. F r Q m t h e g t a r t o n l t h e ^ 
They were better able to cope e r n p r o v i n c e s w e r e ^ ^ fi h t 

with the winds on Lake Cham- £ ( ) r ^ 
plain and went farther ahead. t h f i A l b e r t a ^ 

The e l a p s e d times w e r | d e a s h r e w { , m o y e fcy p o r 

M a n i t o b a 32.47.27.8, B r i t ' t a g i n g C u m b e r l a n d P o i n t ^ 

Please See H A N I T O B A N ^ 

Manitoba Canoe Can Do & Does 
. — ^ — — 

_ _ . , (NEWS foto by Dan Farrell) 
Ken Baigley, Bill Aray, Eric Manning and Paul Bleke (I. t 0 r.) of the Northwest Territory canoe 

team take it easy at W. 79th St. Marina. 

Braving tricky currents and hot-shot motorboats, a Manitoba, Canada, canoe team 
paddled to victory down the Hudson River yesterday, defeating nine other canoes in a 
470-mile week-long race from Montreal to th e W. 79th St. Marina. 

The paddlers, dressed as' 
French voyageurs, were greeted 
by a band and city and state 
dignitaries. They were then 
escorted by a small fleet of ves­
sels to the Statue of Liberty for 
a wreath-laying ceremony. 

The winning time was 32 
hours, 41 minutes and 27.8 sec­
onds—23 minutes and 24.6 seconds 
•head of the second-place team of 
fellow Canadians from British 
Columbia. An Alberta, Canada, 
erew was third. 

Lake Champlain while other 
.. But the 

13 minutes the crew picked up 
was not enough to gain the 
lead. 

The crews camped out at 
night and paddled between eight 
and 10 hours a day, sipping 
food through tubes as they 
stroked. 

The M a n i t o b a boat was 
named Radisson, after the re­
bellious fur trader who refused 
to knuckle under the Quebec 
government and whose efforts 
eventually resulted in formation 
in 1669 of what is today's Hud­
son's Bay Company. 

All canoes were named after 
pioneers from the areas from 
which they came. The craft and 
vehicles on which they were 
carried cost the Canadian cen­
tennial committee $12,000. The 
committee had a budget of $90,-
000 for the two races. Crews 
were paid $7 a member a day 
and some picked up extra 
money by w i n n i n g various 
sprints along the course. Some 
were also subsidized by their 
provincial or territorial govern­
ments. 

There was no cash prize for 
the winner. Next year's race is 
expected to have about $200,000 
in prizes. 

Paddlers said after the race 
that it was not as exciting as 
the B.C. race because of the 
lack of fast water. 

Manitoba captain N o r m a n 
Crerar of Flin Flon said there 
were fewer people to watch it. 

Roy Jackson of B.C. said he 
didn't know "what the heck 
happened" to make his team 
fall behind. 

The racers were timed only 
while at the paddles. Overnight 
stops, during which they camped 
by the water, did not count. 

Victory was almost snatched 
from the Manitoba team. Norm 
Crerar, the captain, explained: 
"We almost got run down by a 
motorboat up near Kingston Sun­
day. We were so far ahead of 
the other canoes that they didn't 
see us." 

A crew from Ontario lost the 
services of a 22-year-old paddler 
on Monday, the first day of the 
race. He had a heart attack and 
was taken to a hospital in Sorel, 
Quebec, where he is recovering. 

The Montreal-New York run 
was a preliminary for a 100-day, 
3,500-mile race in 1967, Canada's 
centennial year. 

(Other pictures in centerfold) 



Radisson 
On Display 
In New York 
Manitoba's winning canoe 

"The Radisson", which was first 
to cross the final finish line in 
the 470 mile race from Mont­
real to Quebec, was left in 
New York Ciiy, where it will 
be on display for two weeks in 
a Park Avenue window. 

Along with the Manitoba 
canoe the window display will 
include the complete Voyageur 
equipment and dress - paddles, 
tent, costumes, etc. Literally 
thousands of people are expect­
ed to see the display since Park 
Avenue, needless to say, is in 
the heart and the elite section 
of the Metropolis. 

Davey Wells, Johnny Norman, 
Wayne Soltys and Jim Rheaume 

anived home yesterday. Roger 
*ad Joe, Gib and Norm are tak­
ing in the Shawinigan race and 
will be home about Sept. 15. 

Manitoba Rules The Rapids 
Paddlers Score 
Clean Sweep 

Manitoba's nine man paddling 
team left no doubt as to their 
superiority on the water, mak­
ing a clean sweep of the Cent­
ennial Canoe Pageant trials. 

The Manitobans paddled into 
Nww York in first place today 
o add the eastern trials to their 
'ictory out west ten days ago. 

Their elapsed time of 32 
hours 47 minutes and 22 seconds 
was over 26 minutes ahead of 
runner-up British Columbia. 
Their winning margin in the 
western trials was just over 24 
minutes. 

Well back in third place was 
Alberta, while Saskatchewan 
waged a successful battle with 
Ontario to finish fourth. Que­
bec, fourth place finishers in 
the weH, were a disappointing 
sixth. 

THE TRIBUNE, Tuesday, August 30, 1966. 

Today's lap was a short one 
hour sprint, with Manitoba, 
B . C . and Alberta waging a close 

M a n i t o b a c a n o e i s t s w in 
NEW YORK ( C P ) - A crew of 

modern - day voyageurs from 
Manitoba Monday won a 470-
mile canoe race that emulated 
the feats of the fur traders who 
travelled that province's rivers 
200 years ago. 

In a 25-foot canoe named 
after an early trade'r, the crew 
headed by chartered accountant 
James E . Rheame of Flin Flon 
won handily over nine other 
craft from seven provinces and 
two territories. 

A British C o l u m b i a crew 
headed by Bill Blackburn of 

Prince George was second in 
the gruelling, seven-day race to 
New York City from the La­
chine Rapids near Montreal, 
the last warmup for a 3,500-
mile centennial race next year. 

Alberta was third in elapsed 
time, followed by Saskatch­
ewan, Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia, Northwest Territories, 
New Brunswick, and the Yukon. 

Newfoundland and Prince Ed­
ward Island did not enter. 

Alberta was well behind Man­
itoba in elapsed time but pro­
vided an exciting finish. 

Alberta, b e n e f i t ting from 
calmer water, took a long lead. 
But the sweating Albertans 
couldn't hold it against the 

smooth - stroking, strong Mani­
toba crew which caught and 
passed them less than a mile 
from the finish. 

For the first (two days the 
Manitoba crew, suffering from 
a layoff, tagged closely behind 
B.C. Then on the third day the 
Prairie crew made better time 
on the portages and went ahead. 

The e l a p s e d times were: 
M a n i t o b a 32:47:27.8; Brit­
ish C o l u m b i a 33:16:52.4; 
A l b e r t a 34:19:29.7; Saskat­
chewan 35:22:41.8; O n t a r i o 
35:34:27.9; Quebec 36:41:16.2; 
Nova Scotia 37:07:19.6; North­
west Territories 37:50:31.6; New 
Brunswick 38:30:23.9; Y u k o n 
38:45:24.4. 

Dear Mr. Editor: Through the 
courtesy of the Daily Reminder, 
may I be permitted to extend 
heartiest congratulations to the 
people of Northern Manitoba in 
general and to the citizens of 
Flin Flon and Cranberry Portage 
in particular on the recent de­
cisive victory of their paddlers 
in the Centennial canoe race 
in British Columbia. 

While some good paddlers 
from other centres in the prov­

ince are members of both the 
first and reserve teams, the 
solid core of strength, experien­
ce and leadership is provided by 
the northern boys, al l of whom 
have been well tested and tried 
in the Gold Rush Canoe Derby, 
a major annual event of the 
Flin Flon Trout Festival. 

Thus, in paying tribute to 
the Flin Flon and Cranberry Por­
tage paddlers, one cannot help 
but recognize as well the signi­
ficance of the Gold Rush Canoe 
Derby in providing both the op­
portunity and incentive for these 
young men to become the best 
paddlers in Canada. 

AU the Flin Flon people who 

have given leadership to the 
Trout Festival down the years 
and a l l the local merchants and 
others elsewhere who, in one 
way or another, have made an­
nual contributions to the Festi­
val should take particular satis­
faction in this latest victory of 
the northern paddlers - all fine 
products of the Gold Rush Canoe 
Derby. 

Very sincerely, Frank Hall. 

flue 
tight right to the finish line. 
The Manitobans overhauled the 
leading Alberta team, to reach 

i the ramp ahead of the field.. 
They were greeted by a memb-

' er of the New York City Coun­
cil and National Centennial 
Chairman John Fisher. 

The teams will be hosted in 
New York for a couple of days 
before returning to Montreal 
and then home. 

The Manitobans spotted the 
B. C . team the first two laps 
of the 470 mile eastern trial 
run, but roared back to win by 
over seven minutes in the third 
lap. They added to their win­
ning margin each lap after that. 
The short lap today was worth 
$100 to the winning team. 

Following is a report of the 
laps run over the weekend. 

Manitoba continued to set the 
pace Saturday in the running of 
the eastern centennial canoe 
pageant trials covering the 27 
miles from Murderous Creek to 
Kingston N. Y . in 3 hours, 23 
minutes and 27.7 seconds. 

British Columbia was the run­
ner-up for the lap, just 8 sec­
onds behind the Manitoba team. 
The Saskatchewan paddlers fin­
ished 6th on Saturday behind 
Alberta, Ontario and Nova Sco­
tia. 

The Manitoba crew continued 
to hold their 26 minute lead 
over B. C . for the overall time 
with Saskatchewan still in the 
fourth spot behind Alberta desp­
ite their slow time, of 3 hours, 
55 minutes and 30.5 seconds 
Saturday. 

The information on the Satur­
day lap reached the REMINDER 
from Bob Pollock of Flin Flon, 
a local amateur radio operator. 

"Ham" operators in both Unit­
ed States and Canada are co­
operating to cover the canoe 
trials as they prepare for next 
summer when they will cover 
the canoe pageant as their cen­
tennial project. 

The results of the laps for the 
present trial run are being hand­
led by Norm Tyson, a former 
Flin Flon resident now living in 
Edmonton, and with the teams 
at the present time. Mr. Tyson 
is providing the results to an op­
erator in the Towns at the end 
of each lap and these are being 
relayed to anyone listening. 
Mr. Pollock is picking up the 
results from amateur radio stat­
ion VE2KO in Montreal. 

Although Mr. Pollock was ex­
pecting to hear the results of 
yesterday's lap last evening the 
Montreal station did not give 
them out. 

Manitoba had an elapsed time 
of 26 hours, 54 minutes and 7.1 
seconds after the completion of 
Saturday's lap. British Columbia 
had covered the course in 27 
hours, 20 minutes and 20 seconds, 
Alberta 28, 19, 58.2 and Saskat­
chewan 29, 13, 10.2. Yukon was 
in the 10th spot with 32 hours, 
14~rrfTnute> and 56.1 seconds. The 
Saskatchewan entry was 10 min­
utes ahead of 5th place Ontario. 



MANITOBA 

OFFICE OF THE PREMIER 
WINNIPEG 1 

September 1 , 1966 

Dear Mr. Rheaume: 

Manitoba's Centennial Voyageur Canoe learn has set I t s e l f an enviable 
standard in preparing for the 4,000 mile canoe journey In 1967. I t was 
with pride that I followed the team's successes in British Columbia and, 
more recently, during the t r i a l run from Lachine to New York. 

A l l of us are aware that the Centennial canoe event i s primarily 
a 'pageant' to remind us of the old fur brigades that travelled our water­
ways in f l o t i l l a s and to recreate for us a stirring period of our history. 
But Manitobans would be less than human I f we did not take a justifiable 
pride in seeing you win both t r i a l s . The runs were gruelling indeed, and 
you have beaten the best teams in Canada. You stand without peer. 

Please convey to a l l team members my personal congratulations for a 
job well done! 

Mr. James E. Rheaume, 
Commodore, 
Manitoba Centennial Voyageur 

Canoe Team, 
F l i n Flon, Manitoba. 

Yours sincerely, 



Premier Congratulates Paddlers 
A personal letter of congrat­

ulation to Manitoba's Centenn­
ial paddling team has been re­
ceived by Commodore Jim -
Rheaume from Premier Duff 
Roblin. 

In his letter Premier Roblin 
states; "Manitoba's Centennial 
Canoe team has set itself an 
enviable standard in preparation 
for the 4000 mile journey in 
1967. It was with pride that I 
followed the team's successes 
in B . C . and during the trial 
runs from Lachine to New York. 

We are aware that the canoe 
event is primarily a pageant 
but Manitobans would be less 
than human if we did not take 
a justifiable pride in seeing you 
win both the trials. The runs 
were gruelling indeed and you 
have beaten the best teams in 
Canada. You stand without 
peer. Please convey to all the 
team my personal congratulat­
ions for a job well done." 

Team members, with the 
exception of Gib McEachern. 
Norm Crerar, Joe Michelle and 
Roger Carriere, have returned 
home. The other four stayed 
behind to take in the annual 
canoe classic at Shawinigan 
Falls. 

The Manitoba canoe, "The 
Radisson" remained in New 
York where it will be on dis­
play in a Park Avenue window. 

Shown with the British Columbia Centennial Canoe Trophy and their individual 
replicas are members of Manitoba's winning team in the race from Fort St^James to 
Victoria. Standing, left to right: John Norman, Blair Harvey, Joe Michelle, Don 
Starkell, Roger Carriere, Dave Wells, and Wayne Soltys; Seated: Norm Crerar, Jim 
Rheaume, and Gib McEachern. 

( l l i l U l ' | l l l l | * ITS PROBABLY ONE OF THOSE FOREIGN AID GIMMICKS i " 



TICONDEROGA SENTINEL, 

SPLASHDOWN—Two of the canoes entered in the Montreal-New York City canoe race 
are shown here as they arrived Friday at Fort Ticonderoga, where they camped overnight. More 
than 100 Canadian canoeists took part in the event re-enacting the explorations of the early voy­
ageurs who travelled the same route down Lake Champlain. (Photo by Mason Smith). 



Pageant Highlights 
By Adeline Rheaume 

The hands of time could well have been turned back into history 
as you watched thev colorful Voyageurs lowering their canoes into 
the "Mother River ofCanada" as John Fisher so aptly described it. 

It was here in old Montreal that the Eastern section of the pre-
centennial trial runs got underway; or as they are often being ref­
erred to "The Big Dress Rehearsal for 1967. " 

The first lap of the race began at Lachine, Quebec. A short but 
rough 11/2 hour run down the Lachine Rapids brought the ten crews 
to St. Helen's Island, site of Expo 67, where the official opening 
ceremonies and "Bon Voyage" took place. Harbour patrol boats 
and helicopters followed the race,sending in reports on its progress,, 
while at the Island, dignitaries and the crowd gathered to welcome 
the Voyageurs with rousing French-Canadian fanfare. 

The victorious Manitoba team, who sprinted by the B . C . boys 
in the waning final seconds of the first leg of the lap, were herald­
ed across the finish,.line by a Royal Scots Band. It was a thrilling 
spectacle to watch each of the provinces' crews appear over the rim 
of the steep river bank carrying the big canoes, each of the paddlers 
wearing the brightly colored Voyageur costume, complete with 
ceinture flechee and foulard. They passed through a formation line 
made up of a Scottish Pipe Band on one side, and opposite them an 
Honor Guard in old French Military costumes. In the background, 
the skyline of Montreal, the Jacques Cartier Bridge, and all around, 
frantic activity in preparation for Expo 67. It was a most impress­
ive send-off and an exciting glimpse into Centennial and what's in 
store for next year. 

Robert Thompson, National Leader of the Social Credit Party, was 
on hand to greet the paddlers, since his home province of Alberta 
will be hosting the grand opening of the Pageant in 1967. He was 
fittingly decked out in Explorer David Thompson costume. 

John Fisher, Mr. Canada himself, addressed the crowd, stating 
that nothing in all the Centennial celebrations could be more fitting 
than the re-enactment of the historical pageant, our forefathers 

putting their canoes into these very waters, exploring the vast un­
charted wilderness, and building the great fur trade which opened 
up and began to build this country. "Some nations have the cover­
ed wagon as their historical symbol. Ours is the canoe! For our 
highways were the waterways and the Voyageur Canoe is our symbol. 

Prior to the opening of the race in Montreal, an inter-faith water­
front service was held on the banks of the St. Lawrence. The can­
oes were blessed in an inspiring ceremony, in which every denom­
ination was represented. The traditional rite of draping a garland 
of flowers over the bow of the canoe was performed for each of the 
provinces and territories, wishing them good luck on their voyage'-
which would cover 470 miles from the Canadian Metropolis to New 
York City. 

From Montreal the teams set out for Sorel and Chenail de moine, 
Quebec, where a reception was held. They continued on to Beloeil, 
Quebec, where they were again officially received and were guests 
at a large banquet. At this time B. C . had inched ahead to take 
the lead in several laps. Heading into the twin towns of St. Jean -
Iberville, the Manitoba boys re-established their first place stand­
ing and were presented with a large trophy during the civic recept­
ion which followed. 

During each night's stop-over, a tent camp was set up, which in 
itself made a most colorful scene, with each of the provinces and 
territories erecting a cluster of different colors tents, all proudly 
flying their large provincial or territorial flags. One of the teams 
attracting much attention because of their very eye catching attire 
while "off duty" wastthe Yukon. The boys had Indian beaded buck­
skin shirts and mukluks which they donned at every available oppor­
tunity. In addition, they soorted beards • which made them all the 
more resemble the old wood-runners of the north. The North West 
Territories was also in great demand by the camera crowd, since 
the team consisted of Indians and Eskimos. Spectators seemed 
patrticularly pleased that so many of the native people were incl­
uded in the pageant. Our own Joe Michelle, we are pleased to say, 
is gradually turning from a shy, withdrawing person into one of the 
gang, no longer as afraid to meet and speak to folks. The "Big 

Indian" as some of the crew call him, takes a good-natured ribbing 
I from the boys by simply passing them off as "crazy white men! " 

King Trapper of the North Roger Carriere, when in costume, looks 
j every bit the part of athe French Canadian courier de bois. During 

several of the social functions, Roger delighted the audience with 
his fascinating "Calls of the North". His most well known call how­
ever, was the one heard each morning; the signal that Manitoba 
was alive and raring to get, in the fight. His Tarzan-like resounding 
"Wrow!! I feel like a tiger!" was of course accused of intimidating 
the other teams into submission. 

It was interesting to note the way Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
seemed to "stick together". The reason for this is naturally obvious 
to us, since most of the boys are from Creighton and Flin Flon, and 
are personal friends or even relatives. But this really confused any­
one who didn't understand but saw the two provinces in and out of 
each other's camp, equipment and even clothes, as tho they were 

S one big family. 



PAGEANT (Cont'd; 

New York State 
And now, heading south across the border, the race continues in 

American waters. From St. Armands Beach, just across the line, 
the fleet makes its way to historic old Pittsburgh New York, site 
of the 1814 Battle of Plamburgh. From the Richelieu River the cr­
ews landed the ten birch bark replicas under the big Champlain 
Statue, where they were warmly and officially welcomed into the 
United States. 

The next lap, which was to follow the route from Plattsburgh to 
Burlington Vermont, on beautiful Lake Champlain, was the only 
one which had to be cancelled during the Eastern trials, due to ex­
tremely rough waters. And so a welcome afternoon off for the will­
ing but wearying paddlers. 

It was fortunate they did have a half day's break, for the follow­
ing lap from Burlington to Ticonderoga, New York, was the tough­
est, most gruelling run of the Eastern trials. High winds turned big 
lake Champlain into a sea of whitecaps which the canoeists had to 
fight for 30 miles. Although it was a rugged stretch of water to •> 
cross it did hold a definite advantage for the Manitoba crew, who 
show their best in rough, turbulent waters, and in this lap alone, 
they gained a full 15 minute lead. 

Following the race close in from a Harbour Patrol boat, hour by 
hour, stroke by stroke, through blistering heat, rain and wind, it 
rather brought hom e the realization what terrific physical effort 
is required and what physical discomfort the boys take in their 
stride. No one but the fittest can survive this, let alone clock the 
best time. There is no stopping for a break to catch one's breath. 
It's steady, continuous, back-breaking work with never a moment's 
let-up, hour after hour. It means blisters, soggy wet clothes and 
rashes, aching muscles, som etimes getting up as early,as 5 a .m. 
to eat breakfast, make all the necessary preparations and get to 
the starting line on time; working hard under tension all day, then 
repairing, drying out and waxing the canoe, laundering or simply 
trying to dry their clothes, and so on and on. Then in a quick 
switch, appearing as well-dressed diplomats at receptions and ban­
quets, which are all a very necessary part of the function. So it's 
a man-sized job to say the least. 

It was hard at times to watch the way they worked; pulling in 
another notch on their belts every few days, or even making new 
ones. They never let up no matter what their position. And it 
was something to see the small, Saskatchewan team more than hold 
their own against older, much bigger fellows. They looked so very 
young out there, straining for even better place day after day. 
Couldn't help but feel proud of our boys fron, the North. 

One sad note. A young Ontario paddler suffered a heart attack 
during the race, and although he is recovering, it is expected he 
will never be able to take part in any such strenuous physical 
activity. 

And now from Ticonderoga, and the lush scenic panorama of the 
Lake Champlain area, the route continued to on Kingson and then 
to famous West Point Military Academy. The boys attended Sunday 
morning church services at West Point's Ampitheatre overlooking 
the mighty Hudson and the Adirondacks. It was a beautiful sunny 
morning at West Point, and the hundreds of cadets in flawless white 
uniform, marching to meet at an assembly point under the George 
Washington Statue, made an awesome sight. 1 was one of the high 

lights of the trip, touring famous West Point itself. 
The next stop was Croton Point, just outside of New York City, 

and the following day, the grand finale; a-full scale, American 
style reception that will be remembered for a long time. The final 
sprint into New York's 79th Street Basin was the big one. 

Press coverage was absolutely fantastic. The docks on 79th Street 
Pier, which was the finish line, were lined with microphones, T V 
cameras and newspapermen waiting for the canoes to come down 
the Hudson. 

A 60-piece army brass band was in attendance, and a large ban­
ner was strung up facing the pier, which read "Welcome Canadians" 
in both French and English. 

In the galleries above the Marina, overlooking the Basin, the 
dignitaries assembled, including a representative for the Mayor of 
New York City, a representative of the United Nations, Military 
and Harbour officials, John Fisher and other members of the Canad­
ian Centennial Commission and Expo 67. 

Then over the loudspeaker began to come the reports of the race. 
Somehow Alberta had managed to take the lead from the home 
province, and there were a few mighty anxious moments, even 
though we had the greatest confidence in our boys. Something 
could very easily go amiss in a race such as this, with dozens of 
motor boats and yachts churning in close to see what was going on. 
We strained to see which canoe was ahead, down the misty river. 
It was not until they were very close to the finish line that we 
could make out it was the "Radisson, " in the lead again. 

The final finishing gun cracked and the winning Manitoba team 
docked on the gangplank. A battery of reporters, representing every 
radio, TV, and newspaper in the area, descended upon the boys, 
and Manitoba was publicized as it probably never was before in New 
York City. 

Each of the boys were interviewed and photographed. {It was mo­
st interesting to see this on TV that same evening, and pick up the 
newspapers a few hours later, with full reports on it.) I think the 
boys were secretly very proud of being Canadians about that time, 
and particularly Manitobans. The idea that these very boys would 
be embarking on an almost 4000 mile canoe race across the count­
ry next year really seemed to catch the imagination of the Ameri-
canSj^hoJike^to^o things on a grand scale themselves. 

An official welcome was then extended to "the fleet of Canadians 
who invaded New York. " Frank Connor, President of the New York 
City Council, greeted everyone from north of the Border, and John 

| Fisher replied, explaining, "This is Canada's invitation to our friend 
and neighbor the USA, to attend our nation's 100th birthday, in 1967, 
and what better way could we issue an invitation than through our 
voyageurs?" 

The Army Band then played O Canada and The Star Spangled 
Banner. 

A luncheon was served to the paddlers, visitors and officials, and 
immediately following, the entire contingent set out towards Liberty 
Island, to place a wreath under the Statue of Liberty. This final 
ceremony was the most impressive of all and I wished everyone back 
home could have seen this. 

The entire 100 Voyageurs proceeded in unison, by canoe towards 
the awesome and symbolic Lady with the Torch. A small fleet of 
vessels escorted them, including Canadian and jAmerican destroyers, 
VIP and Press Boats, and Helicoptor equipped withsoundtrack and 
photographers. 

So down the Hudson they went, breaking out in a resounding' 
"Alouetta" from one canoe to another; passing by Wall Street, the 
Empire State Building, and the towers of Manhattan. The huge har-

i bour Fire Ship turned on the Sprays for the occasion, and streams of 
water arced hundreds of feet in the air, and turned the colors of a 
rainbow through the rays of the sun. 

Then the canoes pulled up, facing the Statue of Liberty, and a 
representative of the Voyageurs placed a wreath beneath it. The 
horns of all the ships and boats then blasted away and turned back 
towards the Pier. 

The entire Canadian entourage was booked at the Governor Clin­
ton Hotel in downtown New York, and the 32 storey building flew 
the Canadian flag for the day, along with the American. 

One of the officials had said earlier "Manhattan Island isn't for 
re-sale but its yours for tonight. So enjoy yourselves." And so they 
did, after the long hard month's work and tension that started in 
B. C . and ended up in New York thousands of miles away. From 
Times Square to Greenwich Village the City of Bright Lights was 
explored. 

The wind-up breakfast was held the following morning, where the 
! prizes for the race were presented. 

And with that, the great warm-up for 1967 came to an end. Next 
year the real work begins! 

L , , ' 
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New York State 
And now, heading south across the border, the race continues in 

American waters. From St. Armands Beach, just across the line, 
the fleet makes its way to historic old Plattsburgh New York, site 
of the 1814 Battle of Plattsburgh. From the Richelieu River the cr­
ews landed the ten birch bark replicas under the big Champlain 
Statue, where they were warmly and officially welcomed into the 
United States. 

The next lap, which was to follow the route from Plattsburgh to 
Burlington Vermont, on beautiful Lake Champlain, was the only 
one which had to be cancelled during the Eastern trials, due to ex­
tremely rough waters. And so a welcome afternoon off for the will­
ing But wearying paddlers. 

It was fortunate they did have a half day's break, for the follow­
ing lap from Burlington to Ticonderoga, New York, was the tough­
est, most gruelling run of the Eastern trials. High winds turned big 
lake Champlain into a sea of whitecaps which the canoeists had to 
fight for 30 miles. Although it was a rugged stretch of water to •> 
cross it did hold a definite advantage for the Manitoba crew, who 
show their best in rough, turbulent waters, and in this lap alone, 
they gained a full 15 minute lead. 

Following the race close in from a Harbour Patrol boat, hour by 
hour, stroke by stroke, through blistering heat, rain and wind, it 
rather brought hom e the realization what terrific physical effort 
is required and what physical discomfort the boys take in their 
stride. No one but the fittest can survive this, let alone clock the 
best time. There is no stopping for a break to catch one's breath. 
It's steady, continuous, back-breaking work with never a moment's 
let-up, hour after hour. It means blisters, soggy wet clothes and 
rashes, aching muscles, som etimes getting up as early,as 5 a .m. 
to eat breakfast, make all the. necessary preparations and get to 
the starting line on time; working hard under tension all day, then 
repairing, drying out and waxing the canoe, laundering or simply 
trying to dry their clothes, and so on and on. Then in a quick 
switch, appearing as well-dressed diplomats at receptions and ban­
quets, which are all a very necessary part of the function. So it's 
a man-sized job to say the least. 

It was hard at times to watch the way they worked; pulling in 
another notch on their belts every few days, or even making new 
ones. They never let up no matter what their position. And it 
was something to see the small, Saskatchewan team more than hold 
their own against older, much bigger fellows. They looked so very 
young out there, straining for even better place day after day. 
Couldn't help but feel proud of our boys from the North. 

One sad note. A young Ontario paddler suffered a heart attack 
during the race, and although he is recovering, it is expected he 
will never be able to take part in any such strenuous physical 
activity. 

And now from Ticonderoga, and the lush scenic panorama of the 
Lake Champlain area, the route continued to on Kingson and then 
to famous West Point Military Academy. The boys attended Sunday 
morning church services at West Point's Ampitheatre overlooking 
the mighty Hudson and the Adirondacks. It was a beautiful sunny 
morning at West Point, and the hundreds of cadets in flawless white 
uniform, marching to meet at an assembly point under the George 
Washington Statue, made an awesome sight. 1 was one of the high 

lights of the trip, touring famous West Point itself. 
The next stop was Croton Point, just outside of New York City, 

and the following day, the grand finale; a full scale, American 
style reception that will be remembered for a long time. The final 
sprint into New York's 79th Street Basin was the big one. 

Press coverage was absolutely fantastic. The docks on 79th Street 
Pier, which was the finish line, were lined with microphones, T V 
cameras and newspapermen waiting for the canoes to come down 
the Hudson. 

A 60-piece army brass band was in attendance, and a large ban­
ner was strung up facing the pier, which read "Welcome Canadians" 
in both French and English. 

In the galleries above the Marina, overlooking the Basin, the 
dignitaries assembled, including a representative for the Mayor of 
New York City, a representative of the United Nations, Military 
and Harbour officials, John Fisher and other members of the Canad­
ian Centennial Commission and Expo 67. 

Then over the loudspeaker began to come the reports of the race. 
Somehow Alberta had managed to take the lead from the home 
province, and there were a few mighty anxious moments, even 
though we had the greatest confidence in our boys. Something 
could very easily go amiss in a race such as this, with dozens of 
motor boats and yachts churning in close to see what was going on. 
We strained to see which canoe was ahead, down the misty river. 
It was not until they were very close to the finish line that we 
could make out it was the "Radisson, " in the lead again. 

The final finishing gun cracked and the winning Manitoba team 
docked on the gangplank. A battery of reporters, representing every 
radio, TV, and newspaper in the area, descended upon the boys, 
and Manitoba was publicized as it probably never was before in New 
York City. 

Each of the boys were interviewed and photographed. {It was mo­
st interesting to see this on TV that same evening, and pick up the 
newspapers a few hours later, with full reports on it.) I think the 
boys were secretly very proud of being Canadians about that time, 
and particularly Manitobans. The idea that these very boys would 
be embarking on an almost 4000 mile canoe race across the count­
ry" next year really seemed to catch the imagination of the Ameri­
cans, whoJike^tojlo things on a grand scale themselves. 

An official welcome was then extended to "the fleet of Canadians 
who invaded New York. " Frank Connor, President of the New York 
City Council, greeted everyone from north of the Border, and John 

| Fisher replied, explaining, "This is Canada's invitation to our friend 
and neighbor the USA, to attend our nation's 100th birthday, in 1967, 
and what better way could we issue an invitation than through our 
voyageurs?" 

The Army Band then played O Canada and The Star Spangled 
Banner. 

A luncheon was served to the paddlers, visitors and officials, and 
immediately following, the entire contingent set out towards Liberty 
Island, to place a wreath under the Statue of Liberty. This final 
ceremony was the most impressive of all and I wished everyone back 
home could have seen this. 

The entire 100 Voyageurs proceeded in unison, by canoe towards 
the awesome and symbolic Lady with the Torch. A small fleet of 
vessels escorted them, including Canadian and iAmerican destroyers, 
VIP and Press Boats, and Helicoptor equipped withsoundtrack and 
photographers. 

So down the Hudson they went, breaking out in a resounding' 
"Alouetta" from one canoe to another; passing by Wall Street, the 
Empire State Building, and the towers of Manhattan. The huge har-

i bour Fire Ship turned on the Sprays for the occasion, and streams of 
water arced hundreds of feet in the air, and turned the colors of a 
rainbow through the rays of the sun. 

Then the canoes pulled up, facing the Statue of Liberty, and a 
representative of the Voyageurs placed a wreath beneath it. The 
horns of all the ships and boats then blasted away and turned back 
towards the Pier. 

The entire Canadian entourage was booked at the Governor Clin­
ton Hotel in downtown New York, and the 32 storey building flew 
the Canadian flag for the day, along with the American. 

One of the officials had said earlier "Manhattan Island isn't for 
re-sale but its yours for tonight. So enjoy yourselves." And so they 
did, after the long hard month's work and tension that started in 
B. C . and ended up in New York thousands of miles away. From 
Times Square to Greenwich Village the City of Bright Lights was 
explored. 

The wind-up breakfast was held the following morning, where the 
prizes for the race were presented. 

And with that, the great warm-up for 1967 came to an end. Next 
year the real work begins! 



Montreal 

to N e w Y o r k 

b y Canoe 
B y A D E L I N E R H E A U M E 

(wife of Manitoba's Commodore, J i m Rheaume) 

The hands of time could well 
have been turned back into history 
as you watched the colorful Voya­
geurs lowering their canoes into 
the "Mother River of Canada" as 
John Fisher so aptly described it. 

It was here in old Montreal that 
the Eastern section of the pre-
Centennial trial runs get under way 
— or as they are often referred to, 
"The B i g Dress Rehearsal for 
1967". 

The first lap began at Lachine, 
Quebec and a short but rough 1 Vz 
hour run down the Lachine Rapids 
brought the ten crews to St. Helens 
Island, site of Expo 67, where the 
official opening ceremonies and 
"Bon Voyage" took place. 

Harbour patrol boats and heli­
copters followed the pageant, send­
ing in reports on its progress, while 
at the Island, dignitaries and the 
crowd gathered to welcome the 
Voyageurs with rousing French 
Canadian fanfare. 

The l e a d i n g Manitoba team, 
which sprinted by the B . C . boys 
in the waning final seconds of the 
first leg of the lap, were heralded 
across the finish line by the Royal 
Scots Band. It was a thrilling spec­
tacle to watch each of the crews 
appear over the r im of the steep 
river bank carrying the big canoes, 
each of the paddlers wearing the 
brightly colored Voyageur costume, 
complete w i t h ceinture fleche, 
mouchoir de tete, and foulard. 
They passed through a formation 
line made up of a Scottish Pipe 
Band on one side, and opposite 
them, an Honor Guard in Old 
French Military Costumes. I n the 
background was the skyline of 
Montreal, and the Jacques Cartier 
bridge. I t was a most impressive 
send-off and an exciting glimpse 

into Centennial and what's in store 
for next year. 

Prior to the beginning of the 
Pageant in Montreal, an inter-faith 
waterfront service was held on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence Sunday 
afternoon. The canoes were blessed 
in traditional ceremony in which 
every denomination participated. A 
representative of Mayor Drapeau 
and Mrs. Drapeau, draped a gar­
land of flowers over the bow of 
each of the canoes of the provinces 
and territories, wishing them good 
luck on their voyage, which would 
cover just under 500 miles from 
Montreal to New Y o r k City. 

F r o m Montreal, the teams set 
out for Sorel a n d Chenail de 
Moine, Quebec, where a reception 
was held. They continued on to 
Beloeil, Quebec, where they were 
again officially received. 

During each night's stop over, a 
tent camp was set up, which in 
itself made a most colorful scene, 
with each of the provinces and 
territories erecting a cluster of 
different colored tents — each 
proudly flying its large provincial 
or territorial flag. One of the 
teams attracting much attention 
because of their eye-catching attire 
while "off duty" was the Y u k o n . 
The boys had Indian beaded buck­
skin shirts and Mukluks, which 
they donned at every available 
opportunity. They also wore beards 
which made them, resemble al l the 
more the old wood-runners of the 
northern wilderness. 

New Y o r k State: 
A n d now, heading south across 

the border, the Pageant continued 
in American waters. F r o m St. 
Armands Beach just across the 

(Continued on Page 6) 



MONTREAL TO NEW YORK 
(Continued from Page 3) 

line, the fleet continued to make its 
way to historic old Plattsburgh, 
New York , where the big battle 
of Plattsburgh took place in 1814. 
From t h e Richelieu River the 
crews landed the ten birch-bark 
replicas, under t h e Champlain 
Statue, where they were warmly 
welcomed into the United States. 

The next lap, which was to fol­
low the route from Plattsburgh to 
Burlington, V e r m o n t on Lake 
Champlain, was the only one that 
had to be cancelled during the 
Eastern trials, due to extremely 
rouph, dangerous weather. And so, 
a welcome afternoon off for the 
wearying paddlers. 

It was fortunate, however, that 
they did have a half day break, 
for the following day's lap from 
Burlington, Vermont, to Ticonder­
oga, New Y o r k was the toughest, 
most gruelling lap of the Eastern 
runs. High winds turned Lake 
Champlain into a sea of whitecaps 
which the canoeists had to fight 
for 30 miles. Although it was a 
rugged stretch of water to cross, 
it did hold a definite advantage for 
the Manitoba paddlers who show 
their best in rough turbulent waters. 

Following the pageant close in 
from a harbour patrol boat, hour 
by hour, stroke by stroke, through 
blistering heat, rain and wind, it 
brought h o m e to observers the 
almost unbelievable physical effort 
required for th ;s, and what physical 
discomforts the boys take in their 
stride. No one but the fittest can 
survive this let alone clock the best 
time. 

A n d now from Ticonderoga, and 
the lush scenic panorama of the 
Lake Champlain area, the route 
continued on to Kingston, and then 
the famous West Point Military 
Academy. Appearing in Voyageur 
costume, the boys attended Sunday 
morning services at West Point's 
Amphitheatre, o v e r l o o k i n g the 
mighty Hudson and the Adiron-
dacks. It was a beautiful sunny 
morning at West Point, and the 
hundreds of cadets in flawless 
white uniforms, marchnig to meet 
at an assembly point under the 
George Washington statue, made 
an awesome picture. 

From there, the next point was 
Croton Point, just outside of New 
Y o r k City — and the following 
day, the grand finale — a ful l 
scale, American style reception that 
w i l l be remembered for a long 
time. The final sprint into New 
York ' s 79th Street Basin was the 
big one. 

A 30~man A r m y brass band was 
in attendance, and a large banner 
was strung up facing the pier which 
read "Welcome Canadians" in both 
French and English. 

In the galleries above the Marina 
overlooking the Basin, the digni­
taries assembled, including a repre­
sentative for the Mayor of New 
Y o r k City, a representative of the 
United Nations, military and har­
bour officials, John Fisher and 
other representatives f r o m the 
Canadian Centennial Commission. 

A n official welcome was then 
J extended to "the fleet of Canadians 

who invaded New Y o r k " . Frank 
Conner, president of the New Y o r k 
City Council, g r e e t e d everyone 
from North of the border, and 
John Fisher replied, explaining, 
"This is Canada's invitation to her 
friend and neighbor, the U S A . to 
attend our birthday party, our 
100th birthday in 1967." 

The A r m y Band then played 
| O Canada and The Star Spangled 
! Banner. 

A luncheon was served lo the 
L . . — 
I paddlers, visitors and officials, at 
I the huge Marina, and immediately 
| following, the entire contingent set 
j out towards Liberty Island, to place 
: a wreath under t h e Statue of 

Liberty. This final ceremony was 
the most impressive of a l l , and I 

: wished that everyone back home 
could have been able to see this. 

The entire 100 paddlers and 
Commodores, proceeded in unison 
by canoe, towards the awesome 
symbolic Lady with the Torch. A 
small fleet of vessels escorted them, 
including two Canadian destroyers, 
an American destroyer, V I P boats, 
press boats and a helicopter equip­
ped with sound track and photo­
graphers. 

The huge harbor fire ship turned 

on the sprays for the occasion. 
Jet streams of water arced hun­
dreds of feet in the air and turned 

j every color of the rainbow through 
| the rays of the sun. Then the 
i canoes pulled up, facing the great 

Statue of Liberty, and a representa­
tive of the Voyageurs placed a 
wreath beneath it. The horns of 

all the ships and boats then blasted 
away and all turned back to the 
Pier. 

The entire Canadian entourage 
was booked at the Governor C l i n ­
ton Hotel, in downtown New York , 
for this windup. There were so 
many Canadians present that the 
32-storey hotel flew the Canadian 

flag along with the American. 
The winning canoe, Manitoba's 

Radisson wi l l remain in New Y o r k 
City for approximately two weeks 
where it wi l l be on display in a 
Park Avenue window. 

A n d so, the great warm-up for 
1967 is over. Next year the real 
work begins! 



FLIN FLON, CREIGHTON 
HONOR THEIR PADDLERS 

Overflow 
Crowd At 
Banquet 

An overflow crowd turned 
out to the Legion Hall last ni­
ght to honor the Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan Centennial Can­
oe Pageant teams for their sp­
arkling efforts in the western 
trials held during the summer. 

In eluded among the many 
guests who attended the re­
ception, banquet and dance 
were National Commodore 
Colonel Bill Mathews, Major 
Dan Woodburry, Project Off­
icer for the National Commi­
ttee, Ken Oulette, Regional 
Liaison Officer for the Mani­
toba Centennial Corporation, 
Gene Rheaume^ former MP 
for the NorthWest Territories, 
Minister of Health C . H. Buck 
Witney, and Churchill Mem­
ber of Parliament Robert "Bud" 
Simpson. 

Master of Ceremonies Jim 
Wardle introduced Manitoba 
Commodore Jim Rheaume who 
in turn introduced the paddl­
ers from both teams. In att­
endance from the Saskatchew­
an squad wejre Franklin Carr­
iere, Peter Klewchuk, Glen 
Dubinak, Terry Simpson and 
captain Dave Kennedy. Un­
able to attend were Napoleon 
Laliberte, Dave Donald, Leigh 
Noton and Mitch McCrimmon. 

Manitoba paddlers introduc­
ed were Joe Michelle, Dave 
Wells, Roger Carriere, John 
Norman, Wayne Soltys and 
Captain Norm Crerar. Absent 
were Don Starkell, Blair Har­
vey and Gib McEachern. 

Commenting briefly, Rhea­
ume said that he was very pr­
oud to be associated with the 
Manitoba squad, He felt that 
in addition to being the best 
•paddlers they were the best 
truck drivers, cooks, dishwa­
shers, the best spouts. 

Several presentations were 

made following the bantmet 
with each of the Manitoba 
paddlers receiving cheques fr­
om anonymous donors in Winn­
ipeg. Minister of Health Buck 
Witney made the presentation. 
Mr. Witney expressed the best 
wishes from the Government 
and promised to be at the finish 
line in Montreal when the Man­
itoba team came in first. 

Captain Norm Crerar made 
two presentations, one an au­
tographed paddle to CFAR Ma­
nager Karl Edmands, in appre­
ciation of their spearhead­
ing the drive for blazers and 
slacks, and another to Col­
onel Mathews. The latter 
presentation was a scale mo­
del of the Manitoba Canoe 
"Radisson"." 

In accepting the paddle 
Edmands pointed out that fu­
nds had come from many co- ' 
mrnunities ia.the north. He 

Visiting and local officials were on hand last night to honor Man­
itoba and Saskatchewan Canoe Pageant teams. Above, left to right, 
is National Commodore Colonel Bill Mathews, Dave Kennedy, c a ­
ptain of the Saskatchewan team, Manitoba Commodore Jim Rhe­
aume, Manitoba captain Norm Crerar and former M . P , , and orig­
inator of the Pageant Gene Rheaume. 

their performancj t r y y e a r 
and wished both rearm the 
very best in the future. 

Telegrams were read from 
'ohn Nikel, Stanley Korch-
insky, MP for Mackenzie, 
Labatts Brewery, Saskatchew-' 
an Commodore Roy Kruse, ' 
Manitoba Centennial Chairman 
man Maitland Steinkopf and 
Minister of Welfare Jack C a ­
rrol. 

Words of welcome and con­
gratulations were expressed 
by Mayor Jack Freedman, Cr-
eighton Deputy Mayor Stan 
Curtis, and Bud Simpson. Si ­
mpson predicted that the Pa­
geant would be one of the 
biggest events of the Centenn­
ial celebrations. Curtis said-
that it was terrific to see so 
many Creighton boys on both 
teams and said that if Sask­
atchewan didn't win next ye­
ar, he hoped that Manitoba 
would. Mayor Freedman pa­
id tribute to Commodore Jim 
Rheaume and pointed out th­
at the race was the best ad­
vertising in the world for F l ­
in Flon and the north. 

National Commodore Col­
onel Bill Mathews said that 
the objectives of the race 

were twofold. First the pag­
eant was meant to honor th­
ose who opened up the coun­
try, and secondly it was mea­
nt to encourage the youth of 
today to see Canada by wat­
er as well as by land. 

Also he pointed out that 
the youth of today lacked mu­
ch in personal initiative and 
physical fitness due to the 
great advances made during 
the past few years. The you­
ng men and women of to­
day, he felt didn't live in the 
outdoors and physically fig 
the 

added was a sport that deve­
loped both of these qualities. 

Continuing, the speaker 
pointed out that one could -. 
not overlook the example set 
by the Manitoba team, win­
ner of the trials. He singled 
out Jim Rheaume for extra 
praise and said that he, his 
brother, Norm Tyson and Jo­
hn Nikel were instigators of 
the idea. They deserved, and 
would get, the full credit, 
he said. 

Commenting on the paddle­
rs, he said that Norm Crerar -
was the most agressive comp­
etitor he had ever seen. The 
Saskatchewan team was made 
up of keen young athletes, he 
added. Potentially, he felt, 
they were the best team in 
the trials and predicted that 
if they were not running first 
next year, then they would be 
a close second. _ _ _ _ 

Colonel Mathews went on 
to briefly discuss this year's 

trials and said that he was am­
azed at the co-operation di­
splayed by all the teams. 
Off the water they assisted ea­
ch other continually, but on 

- the water they fought each 
other tooth and nail. The sp­
irit among the teams was 
something one had to see to 
believe, he added. 

Concluding, he said that 
he would like to commend th­
ese young men, and tohLthe 
gathering th^t their support 
was not being wasted. 

Gene Rheaume, introduced 
as the originator of the pag­
eant, said that the idea occ-
ured in the Royal beer parlor, 
after the usual stimulation. 
However, the credit for get­
ting the idea accepted belon­
ged to Jim, Norm Tyson and 
John Nikel and the Federal 
Provincial government who 
went committed themselv­
es to accepting it. 

Concluding, he said that 
off all the visions and ideas 
discussed this would probab­
ly be the first to ever mat­
erialize from the beer par­
lor of the Royal Hotel. 
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F L I N F L O N MAN? 
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I CANNOT 3 E T H E R E WITH YOU C O N G R A T U L A T I O N TO T H E M A N I T O B A 

TEAM ON T H E I R W E L L D E S E R V E W I N S T H I S SUMMER S P E C I A L THANKS 

AND C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S TO DAVE K E N N E D Y DOUG S I M P S O N L E E 

NOTON P E T E K L E W C H U C K G L E N D U B I N A K DAVE DONALD M I T C H 
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V E R Y P R O U D TO BE A S S O C I A T E D WITH A L L O F YOU I WOULD A L S O 

L I K E TO THANK T H E M A N I T O B A TEAM F O R L E A D I N G T H E WAY TO 

NEW YORK C I T Y T H I S SUMMER AND TO T E L L THEM THAT T H E S A S K 

TEAM W I L L 8 E D O I N G T H E HONORS TO E X P O IN 6 7 B E S T W I S H E S 

AND GOOD L U C K TO A L L s 

ROY C R U I C E * 

w * ? m I f c * 
T E L . No.. ; ; . 

mm J. R. White, general manager, directeur general, Toronto 6122b 

LREGRET VERYMUCH WE CANNOT B E WITH YOU THE VERY BEST 
SUCCESS FOR THE EVEN INGs . 

JOHN AND IRMA N I K E L * / 

J. R. White, general manager, directeur general, Toronto 6122b 
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F L I N FLON LEGION HALL F L I N FLON MAN: 

:SORRY WE CANNOT BE WITH YOU HOWEVER PLEASE ACCEPT OUR 
SINCEREST BEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL EVENING, KINDLY 
CONVEY OUR DEEP ADMIRATION TO THE TEAMs 

PETE DOUG BOB HOWIE I AN AND SANDY, 

J. R. White, general manager, directeur general, Toronto 6122 b 

O P E N I N G T H E W E S T JO 
T H E A D V E N T U R E R S O F N E W F R A N C E , R A D I S S O N 
A N D 6 R 0 S E I L L I E R S , H A S T E N E D E X P L O R A T I O N A N D 
D E V E L O P M E N T O F T R A D E I N C A N A D A . 



Centennial Paddling Teams 
To Be Honored At Banauet 
Tickets On 
Sole Soon 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe 
Pageant teams will be honored 
at a banquet ain the Legion Hall. 
Thursday October 6th, it was 
decided at a meeting held in 
the Council Chambers last night. 

The affair will be sponsored 
by a number of local organizat­
ions including the Trout Festival 
Association, the Labor Council, 
Town of Flin Flon, Flin Flon 
community Club andtle Cent-* 
ennial Advisory Committee. 
Other organizations, some from 
Creighton, were not represented 
at last night's meeting, but are 
expected to participate. 

The Manitoba team placed 
first in both the western and eas­
tern pre -pageant trials, while 
the Saskatchewan entry, the 
youngest and lightest team in the 
race, finished a surprising fourth. 
Six of the nire man Manitoba 
team hail from Flin Flon or 
Creighton, while seven of the 
Saskatchewan paddlers come fr­
om Creighton and Flin Flon. 

Two native paddlers are on 
each team with Roger Carriere 
and Joe Michelle paddling with 
Manitoba while Napoleon Lali-
berte and Franklin Carriere pad­
dle for Saskatchewan. They hail 
from Cumberland Houe. 

Manitoba Commodore Jim 
.Rheaume said that he expected 

the entire Manitoba team to be 
at the banquet, while the majority 
of the Saskatchewan squad could 
be there. Some of the paddlers, 
he pointed out, were attending 

university. 
The banquet, which gets under­

way at 7.00 p. m. will be 
preceded by a reception at 6.00. 

A dance will follow the banquet 
to round out the evening. 

Members of Parliament and 
MLA's from both northern M a n i -

toba and Saskatchewan will be <v 
invited to the affair, and memb­
ers from both Centennial Corp­
orations will round out the offi­
cial guest list. Representatives 
from local organizations will 
also be in attendance. 

Tickets for the banquet and 
dance are expected to be on 
sale soon and will be available 
at the usual downtown and sub­
division outlets. 

On display will be trophies 
won by the paddling teams dur­
ing the summer trials*. They are 
presently on display in Winnipeg. 

Commodore Jim Rheaume al­
so pointed out that the banquet 
would give the Manitoba team 
an opportunity to express their 
thanks to the group which spear­
headed the blazer fund. He 
also felt it would be an oppor­
tunity to pay tribute to the 
committee members who were 
responsible for getting a Mani­
toba team entered in the pag­
eant. 

Last night's meeting expres­
sed the hope that local residents 
would turn out in full force to 
honor the accomplishments of 
the paddlers on both teams. 

CMDD 
A couple of tons, give or take a few pounds, of the best paddling 

flesh in Northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan (maybe even North 
America) will stand up at the Legion Hall October 6th, and take a 
few well earned bows. No doubt a few more tons of the best sports 
enthusiasts in the north will be on hand to hand out a heavy round of 
applause. 

D u r i n g i t a l l , I w o u l d i m a g i n e t h a t e i g h t e e n y o u ­
ng p a d d l e r s w i l l s h u f f l e e m b a r r a s s i n g l y , p r o b a b l y 
b e c a u s e " most of t h e m are more at home i n a c a n o e 
t h a n at a b a n q u e t . S o m e of the y o u n g e r f e l l o w s 
m i g h t e v e n b l u s h a l i t t l e , b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e not us­
ed to the l i m e l i g h t . Roger C a r r i e r e , a v e r y c o l o r ­
f u l f e l l o w m i g h t l e t out w i t h an e x u b e r a n t b i r d 
c a l l , w h i c h c o u l d r e s u l t in the L e g i o n H a l l b e c o m ­
ing the most p o p u l a r r o o s t i n g spot s i n c e the p i g ­
eons f l o c k e d to E n g l a n d ' s H y d e P a r k . Or the d u c k s 
to H a p n o t L a k e , for t h a t m a t t e r . 

Before the night's over trophies will be brought out and it will be 
interesting to note that this will mark the first time that the silver­
ware has made an appearance in its rightful habitat. This year most 
of the trophies were earned by the more experienced Manitoba squad, 
but don't bet that next year the Saskatchewan lads don't pack up a 
cup or two of their own. They'll be a year older, larger, and wiser. 

U n d o u b t e d l y w e ' l l h e a r the c u s t o m a r y words of 
p r a i s e and c o n g r a t s , and no d o u b t . a few w e l l 
c h o s e n r e m a r k s f rom M a n i t o b a C o m m o d o r e J i m 
R h e a u m e . J i m ' s an a c c o u n t a n t by p r o f e s s i o n , w h i c h 
is p r o b a b l y f o r t u n a t e b e c a u s e a l e s s e x p e r i e n c e d 
m a n m i g h t h a v e p r o b l e m s b a l a n ' c i n g the budget pro­
v i d e d by the C e n t e n n i a l C o r p o r a t i o n . 

Those in attendance will not only have a change to say thanks for 
a job well done, but they'll also be treated to the customary fine food 
of the Legion Ladies, and a few hours of dancing as well. Also on 
hand will be the usual refreshments. 

Y e s C h a r l i e , I ' l l be t h e r e , p a r k e d in my. u s u a l 
p e w , and I e x p e c t I ' l l h a v e p l e n t y of c o m p a n y . 
T i c k e t s of c o u r s e w i l l h a v e to be l i m i t e d so i t 
m i g h t be a good i d e a to grab your d u c a t as soon as 
t h e y ' r e on s a l e . 

This year the sponsoring organizations are staging the affair on a 
modest scale in full expectations of having to do it all over again 
next year. A year from now the Manitoba team will likely be crown­
ed Kings of the waterways, and I ' l l bet their Saskatchewan brothers 
will be in the top four, maybe even the top three. It should be a 
proud moment for northerners on both sides of the border. 

But a p a c k e d h a l l w o u l d be a b i g m o r a l e boost for 
our p a d d l e r s who w i l l be on the w a t e r for 100 d a y s 
n e x t y e a r i n one of the most g r u e l l i n g e n d u r a n c e 
c o n t e s t s e v e r s t a g e d . T h e two w e e k t r i a l s w e r e 
tough e n o u g h t h i s y e a r , but t h e y ' r e j u s t a S u n d a y 
S c h o o l p i c n i c in c o m p a r i s i o n to n e x t y e a r ' s b i g 
r a c e . 

Last night's meeting was spearheaded by representatives from the 
Trout Festival, Labor Council, Town of Flin Flon, Community Club 
and Centennial Advisory Committee. However, other organizations 
are welcome to participate and need only contact Bud Jobin who is 
doing his usual fine job in an organizational role. 

M o r e d e t a i l s on the p r o p o s e d " n i g h t " for the 
p a d d l e r s w i l l be m a d e p u b l i c as the p r e s e n t p l a n s 
p r o g r e s s . But in the m e a n t i m e why not m a k e p l a n s 
to a t t e n d n e w ? 



Meet the Canoeists: Meet the Canoeists: 

Carriere and Michelle Wells and Starkell 

Colorful R o d g e r C a r r i e r e is 
known far and wide as "King 
Trapper of the North." One of 
two Manitoba Indians chosen for 
the Canoe Pageant team, Rodger 
is just under six feet tall and 
weighs 200 pounds. 

He lives at Cranberry Portage 
and works for C N Railways. 

Rodger has taken part in races 
at Edmonton, in Quebec, and is 
a familiar figure at the Gold Rush 
Derbies. Although he doesn't al­
ways place first, he can always be 
counted on to show up in the front 
ranks. 

The "King Trapper" is also well 
known for his "flour packing" 
feats. For those unfamiliar with 
this northern game, the explanation 
is that it is a very manly contest 
in which the winner gets to keep 
all the flour sacks he can carry. 
It takes a tough individual to tote 
700 pounds of flour (of which 
Rodger is reputedly capable) and 
the experience comes in handy 
when it comes to portaging the big 
Centennial canoe. 

Rodger also sometimes acts as 
a guide on goose hunting trips 
through the v a s t swamps and 
marshlands around The Pas. He is 
36 years old, married (his wife's 
name is Olive), and has seven 
children. 

Joe Michelle, another Centennial 
Canoe Pageant paddler of Indian 
descent, is a quiet, unassuming sort 
of person. But what he lacks in 
flamboyance he makes up for in 
effectiveness of paddling. 

According to his fellow paddlers. 
Joe is at his best during rough 
weather conditions. High winds, 
choppy waters, c o l d , drenching 
rains — none of these seem to 
hinder him. And because of this, 
he is a most valuable member of 
the canoe team, for the Centennial 
paddlers are bound to experience 
at least some extremes of Canadian 
weather during their 110-day stint 
of steady paddling and camping. 

Joe Michelle was born at Stur­
geon Landing, in far-northern Sas­
katchewan, and is now living at 
Cranberry Portage. 

Joe ventured out to an eastern 

race for the first time last year but 
he has been a regular hand at the 
Gold Rush Derbies for the past 10 
years, usually teaming up with 
"King Trapper", Rodger Carriere. 

Joe is 32 years old, is five feet 
eight inches tall, and weighs 174 
pounds. He is married and has 
three children. 

Dave Wells 

D a v e W e l l s , the alternative 
member of the Manitoba Canoe 
Pageant team, is 19 years old, and 
this makes him the youngest of the 
nine paddlers. 

Dave and his partner won the 
amateur division of the Gold Rush 
Canoe Derby this year. Although 
the amateurs paddled somewhat 
lighter and faster canoes, it was 
nevertheless quite a feat for this 
young pair to clock a better time 
than the professionals. 

Dave is employed by the Hud­
son Bay Mining a n d Smelting 
Company at Flin Flon. He is 
single, is 5 feet 9 inches tall and 
weighs 155 pounds. He has been 
a Red Cross swimming instructor 
and has been a member of the 
local skin-diving club. He is study­
ing physical e d u c a t i o n (taking 
courses sponsored by the Manitoba 
government), and is a former mem­
ber of the reserve army. 

Don Starkell 

A former Les Voyageurs cham­
pion, Don has taken part in a large 
number of canoe and kayak races. 
He has won the Gold Rush Canoe 
Derby for two consecutive years 
along with his partner Bill Brigden. 

A physical culture and nutrition 
enthusiast, Don is an excellent 
physical specimen — a husky six-
footer, weighing 190 pounds. In 
addition to paddling he is an excel­
lent long-distance swimmer. 

Born in Winnipeg, he lives at 
520 Hazeldell Avenue, East K i l -
donan with his wife and three 
children. He is 33 years old and 
is employed by the Canadian Paci­
fic Railway. 

A n experienced paddler, pleasant 
and likeable D o n S t a r k e l l has 
logged well over 10,000 miles. In 
doing so he has travelled just about 
every stretch of water accessible 
from Winnipeg. His travels include 
trips like the 200-mile jaunt from 
Caddy Lake to Victoria Beach, and 
the 300 miles from Caddy Lake to 
Winnipeg. He has also paddled the 
290 miles from Brandon to Winni­
peg and from Pembina, N.D. to 
Winnipeg — some 135 miles. 



Weather Cold But 
Paddlers Stay Warm 

The Voyageur Canoe Pageant 
is shaping up to be one of the 
biggest projects of Centennial 
year, undoubtedly because it is 
one of the few celebrations that 
is being jointly staged by ten pro­
vinces and territories, and will 
therefore create interest all acr­
oss the country. 

The teams of modern day Voy­
ageurs will bring to life the hist-, 
oric past when they dip their pa­
ddles into the waters at old Rocky 
Mountain House, and continue 
along the 3500 mile fur trading 
route to Montreal. 

The Pageant will begin at this 
northern Alberta point cm May 
24th, ending at Montreal and 
Expo 67 some three and one half 
months later on the weekend of 
September 3rd. 

During that time they will ha­
ve weathered al l the rugged ele­
ments the northern wilderness 
will no doubt unleash on them; 
from the chill damp winds of 
May to the blistering heat of 
summer. 

They will camp in tents, and 
like the Voyageurs of old, it will 
be a constant race against time. 
In the days of the fur trade, com­
petition was fierce, the routes 
were long and rugged, and time 
was always short. For the Voya­
geurs of Centennial year it will 
be much the same but competit­
ion will come from nine other 
provinces and territories, and 
an exacting stop watch will a l ­
ways ,.be present. 

As in the Trials last year, a 
timekeeper will be compiling 
time elapsed during each 
day's lap, with the best overall 
total time from Alberta to Mon­
treal determining the winner. 
Extra sprints held for the benefit 
of spectators at various centres 
will not be included in the time. 
The teams will enter many of 
the points along the way in col­
orful "Brigade" formation, padd­
ling in unison and in full Voya­
geur costume. 

Retracing the old fur trade 
route the teams will launch the 
big freighter canoes on the No­
rth Saskatchewan River at Rocky 
Mountain House, continue on 
through Fort Saskatchewan, to 
Edmonton, and across the provin­
ce into Lloyd minster, Saskatche­
wan. From there they will pro­
ceed to North Battleford, Saska­
toon, Prince Albert, Nipawin, 
Cumberland House and across 
the border to The Pas. 

They will arrive at The Pas 
on June 13, and leave June 15, 
which will give locals plenty 
of time to catch a glimpse of 

the race. While at The Pas, the 
historic ceremony of raising the 
Kelsey Cross will be re-enacted 
on the banks of the Saskatche­
wan, which is believed to be 
"Deering Point", the landing s i ­
te of Henry Kelsey. 

From the Gateway to the North 
the crews will head through more 
wild, unsettled terrain, all the 
way to Winnipegosis, to Dauphin 
on June 24, Portage La Prairie 
June 26 and then the July 1st 
weekend at Winnipeg. Then on 
again to Grand Beach, Lac du Bo­
nnet and across to more heavily 
populated Ontario where they 
will pass through countless com­
munities, into Fort Francis and 
to Ottawa itself. They will pass 
into Quebec territory, to Hull 
and then the end of the long 110 
day journey by canoe — bid 
Montreal. 

A l l types of plans are included 
in the itinerary; everything from 
formal banquets to Buffalo Bar­
becues, and a visit to Parliament 
Hil l . 

On the Manitoba scene, the sa­
me crew that won the 1966 Trials 
will again be assembled and all 
are seriously training in order to 
be in top condition when the big 
race begins. Captain Norm Crer­
ar keeps fit as a ski instructor at 
Banff, and Gib McEachern is 

presently holding a job in B. C . 
Blair Harvey and Don Starkell 
use the gymnasiums in Winnipeg 
while Dave Wells, Johnny Nor­
man and Wayne Soltys have the 
local Goxing Gym at their dis­
posal. Roger Carriere is keeping 
in trim at Cranberry, and Joe 

j Michelle reports in periodically 
from trapping and snow shoing. 

Naturally a few problems still 
remain. The paddlers are to ap­
pear as absolutely colorful as 
possible, since this is both race 
and Pageant. Thanks to the peo-

, p k of the North, the Manitoba 
team can show up looking very 
sharp at banquets and other for­
mal functions. But they will be 
on display constantly, both on 
the water and off. During the 
trials a number of teams wore 
identical costumes at all times, 
particularly Alberta and the Yu­
kon. The latter team wore the 
most striking beaded, fringed 
outfits and as a result, newsmen 
and camera fans would constant­
ly seek them out. 

But flashy trimmings are a l ­
ways expensive, and it is with 
this in mind that several fund 
raising ideas are being looked 
into. It is hoped that some type 
of beadwork costumes can be 
purchased through the Indian-
Metis Centre. 

The Manitoba boys were the 
undisputed Champs last year as 
far as paddling was concerned. 
With a little imagination they 
could rate just as high in pagean­
try. 

S E P *>' 













Who 
are 
Voyageurs? 
All of Canada and people all over the world have been amazed by the spirit of 
our Voyageurs. W h a t kind of men are they? How did they find time to train for 
and execute this incredible expedition across 3,300 miles of Canadian waters? 
The 90 Voyageurs come from many backgrounds. They are students, trappers, 
foresters, doctors, lawyers, farmers, educators, labourers, businessmen, loggers 
and servicemen. Al l of them chose to give 100 days to Canada so that we could 
have the Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant. 

ALL CANADIANS JOIN THE CENTENNIAL COMMISSION IN 
PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE VOYAGEURS AS A GROUP, AS TEAMS, 
AND TO EACH INDIVIDUAL MAN: 

Lt . /Col . W . H. V. Matthews, Chief Voyageur, Gabriola Island, B.C. 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant. 

V. G. Chapman, Manager, Edmonton, Alberta 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant. 

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
TOM ROSS, Captain Aklavik 
JIMMY DICK Aklavik 
I0E L I S K E Yellowknife 
PHILIP L I S K E Yellowknife 
BARNEY MASUZUMI Fort Good Hope 
PHILIP BLAKE Fort MacPherson 
VELM0RE DRAGON Fort Smith 
JOHN ROSS Fort MacPherson 
WALTER EDGI Fort Good Hope 
WILLIAM EADES, Chief Voyageur Gjoa Haven 

YUKON 
MICHAEL HUBBARD, Captain 
DAVID SCR0GGIE 
JOHN HAZEN 
ADRIEN LEFEBVRE 
EDWARD BEARD 
PETER McLEAN 
NORMAN K A T 0 
DANIEL D00NAN 
DARREL JOHNSON 
WILLIAM SINCLAIR, Chief Voyageur 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
ROY JACKSON, Captain 
STEVEN RAYMOND SCHWARTZ 
HARRY FRANCIS SCHWARTZ 
HERBERT ERHARD BRADE 
DAVID JOHN HENTGES 
RICHARD ELMER HART 
HARVEY GERALD FRASER 

C o $rf\ GOSOT BUSH 
AD0LPHE T E U F E L E 
BILL BLACKBURN, Chief Voyageur 

Whitehorse 
Toronto 

Whitehorse 
Cold Lake 

Whitehorse 
Whitehorse 
Whitehorse 

Dawson Creek 
Whitehorse 
Whitehorse 

Kamloops 
Prince George 
Prince George 
Prince George 
Prince George 
Heffley Creek 

Kamloops 
Prince George 

Kamloops 
Prince George 

ALBERTA 
VICTOR MAXWELL, Captain Rocky 
DAVID ELLERY 
ARCHIBALD T A I T GRIFFITH 
KEN HUGH HARDY 
ALBERT ABEL 
GEORGE ABEL 
DAVID HUGH MACLURE 
ROBERT DONALD POLUCK 
SIDNEY WEBB 
JOHN K. NIKEL, Chief Voyageur 

SASKATCHEWAN 
DAVID S. KENNEDY, Captain 
PETER KLEWCHUK 
DAVID B. DONALD 
DOUG GEO. SIMPSON 
FRANKLIN C. CARRIERE 
GLEN S. DUBINAK 
MITCHELL D. McCRIMMON 
LEIGH REGINALD NORTON 
RAYMOND FRANCIS FIEBER 
PETER WHITEHEAD Chief Vovaoeur 

Mountain House 
Drayton Valley 
Drayton Valley 

Edmonton 
Calgary 
Calgary 

Edmonton 
Calgary 

Edmonton 
Edmonton 

Creighton 
Tlin Flon, Man. 
'.'lin Flon, Man. 
Fl in Flon, Man. 

Cumberland 
Fl in Flon, Man. 
Fl in Flon, Man. 

Saskatoon 
Fl in Flon, Man. 

Reqina 

MANITOBA 
NORMAN DUNCAN CRERAR, Captain F l in Flon 
JOE MICHELLE 
JOSEPH CARRIERE 
JOHN NORMAN 
DAVID NORMAN WELLS 
BLAIR HARVEY 
DONALD GEO. STARKELL 
WAYNE SOLTYS 
GIB McEACHERN 
JIM RHEAUME, Chief Voyageur 

Sturgeon Landing 
Cranberry Portage 

Creighton, Sask. 
F l in Flon 
Winnipeg 
Winnipeg 
F l in Flon 
F l in Flon 
Fl in Flon 

ONTARIO 
WILLIAM S. PERUNIAK, Captain Atikokan 
EDWARD J . VAN DEN HOEK Brampton 
GREG. S. COWAN Toronto 
PETER ANGUS CLARK Peterborough 
GLEN ARTHUR FALLIS Toronto 
DEREK HERBERT ARBUCKLE Toronto 
JOSEPH V. DEROCHIE Onaping 
GEOFF. PERUNIAK Atikokan 
DON MEANY Atikokan 
JOHN MITCHELL, Chief Voyageur Toronto 

QUEBEC 
GILL TINKLER, Captain 
EDDY MARCHAND 
JEAN-GUY BEAUMIER 
AIME DESPINS 
JAMES BERECZ 
DAVE QUIGLEY 
PIERRE GILL 
ROBERT CORDNER 
LIONEL RICARD 
RENE BELLEMARE, Chief Voyageur 

Mont Laurier 
Shawinigan 

Cap-de-la-Madeleine 
Shawinigan 

Lachine 
Cap-de-la-Madeleine 

Shawinigan 
Vil le LaSalle 

La Tuque 
Shawinigan 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
HENRY DAVID LOUNDER, Captain Fredericton 
MERVIN GREEN Boiestown 
FRED SOUCY , Edmundston 
GORDON AMBROSE GREEN Oromocto 
GERALD W. JONES DUGUID - Oromocto 
DONALD 0. DOWNING Fredericton 
DAVID HENRY LOUNDER St. Croix 
JOHN KENNETH MURRAY Renforth 
THOMAS CHIPMAN PINCKARD Fredericton 
JEAN-CLAUDE RICHARD, Chief Voyageur Fredericton 

NOVA SCOTIA 
TONY NAVRATIL. Captain Lake Echo 
RICHARD G. MEISTER New Ross 
GORDON E . WARRINGTON Liverpool 
SHAWN HADLEY Guysborough 
GERRY E . IAMIES0N ' Sydney 
DAVID BELL Halifax 
PHIL SCOTT Barrington 
EDDIE CROUSE Chelsey 
RICHARD GERRIOR Guysborough 
JOHN C. BOTHWELl^ Chief Voyageur Baie Verte, Nfld. 
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OTTAWA (May h, 1967) — "The whole world w i l l be there," Tom Ross, 

Eskimo hunter from Aklavik, Northwest Territories, told his excited 

family of 11 children. He packed his bag and headed by a i r 1,500 miles 

south for Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, l^O-miles southeast of Edmonton. 

Tom Ross i s captain of the Northwest Territories team competing 

in the Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant. His team of eight other Eskimos 

and Indians w i l l battle those from eight provinces and the Yukon for prizes 

and honors in the lOU-day, 3,283-mile Pageant and race to Expo '67. 

The "whole world" won't be at Rocky Mountain House for the s t a r t 

of this epic canoe race. But the 2,800 residents of Rocky w i l l host ten 

thousand, spectators, May 2h, when the race starts and for a few days before, 

And millions w i l l watch and l i s t e n to the start over continent-wide t e l e ­

vision and radio shows with many more through the pickup in Europe, Asia 

and elsewhere. A l l of which adds substance to the Eskimo's claim. 
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CANOES REVIVE HISTORY 
Twentieth century voyageurs wi l l 

revive Canada's history during the 
Centennial year, as they retrace 
the country's earliest waterways in 
canoes. 

Leaving f r o m historic Rocky 
Mountain House, canoes represent­
ing each of the provinces, wi l l pad­
dle the lakes and rivers, run the 
rapids and portage as it was done 
in the heyday of the fur trade. 
The canoe teams w i l l spend 103 
days on the 3,500 mile course, 
terminating in Montreal. 

The paddlers, dressed in voya­
geur costume, embark from Rocky 
Mountain House, an Alberta com­
munity tucked away between the 

prairies and the Rockies. The site 
was visited by Anthony Henday, 
an 18th century explorer, one of 
the first white men to trek the 
Rocky Mountains. James Bird, an­
other famous explorer, built a fort 
in the area in 1779. David Thomp­
son used Rocky Mountain House 
as his centre of operations in 1801-
02 and 1806-07. 

The route proceeds to Edmonton 
and Lloydminster, along the North 
Saskatchewan River to The Pas, 
through Lake Winnipegosis and the 
Assiniboine to Winnipeg, arriving 
at the forks of the Red and Assini­
boine rivers July 1, 1967. The 
voyageurs wi l l be in Manitoba ter­

ritories 20 days. They wi l l leave 
Winnipeg to paddle across Lake 
Winnipeg, to Lake of the Woods, 
roughly following the international 
boundaries to Port Arthur, then on, 
via the Mattawa, Ottawa and St. 
Lawrence rivers, to Montreal. 

Teams representing each prov­
ince w i l l consist of six paddlers, 
two alternate paddlers and a com­
modore, who w i l l be responsible 
for food, safety and camping sites 
along the route. 

History will be recreated in the pageant of the canoes. Above, a Manitoba Archives picture of a canoe 
carrying Sir George Simpson, governor of Hudson Bay, on an inspection trip. Below, a sketch of a recreated 
voyageur's canoe carrying costumed Centennial paddlers along their commemorative route. 



R O C K Y M O U N T A I N H O U S E , A L B E R T A 
C O M M U N I T Y C E N T R E 

Jim ftheXMne 

Celebrating 25 Years Since Canada's Centennial in 1967, and the World's Longest Canoe Race, 
3,283 Miles from Rocky Mountain House, Alberta to Montreal, Quebec, and Expo '67. 

The 400 pound canoes were paddled or portaged by crews of six, completing the race in 531 hours, 
averaging better than 6 miles per hour from start to finish. 

CENTENNIAL S I L V E R ANNIVERSARY - During Canada's Centennial Celebrations In 1967, a cross-Canada 
canoe race was launched in Rocky Mountain House and ended at the EXPO '67 site in Montreal. This year, paddlers 
from the ten provincial teams which competed 25 years ago are returning to Rocky Mountain House for a 25-year 
reunion. Celebrations will take place June 30 and on Canada Day when an exhibit commemorating the 1967 race 
will be dedicated at the National Historic Park. 



P R O G R A M — J U N E 30 
Master of Ceremonies: Bud Salloum, 1967 Centennial Officer for Alberta, Honorary Voyageur 

Reception - 5:30 P.M. 
Cocktails & Refreshments 

Dinner - 7:00 P.M. 
O Canada - Led by Ben Krabben 
Blessing - a VOyageur's prayer - Geoff Peruniak, Ontario Canoe Team 

Menu - Barbecued Alberta 4H Prime Rib of Beef, Homegrown Horseradish 
Baked Alberta Potato 
Baked Alberta Beans 
Fresh Alberta Peas 
Garden Salad with Alberta Ranch Dressing 
Homebaked Bread 

Toast To The Queen - Jimmy Rheaume, Chief Voyageur, Manitoba Canoe Team 

Dessert - Alberta Saskatoon Pie with Whipped Farm Cream 
or 

Alberta Rhubarb Pie with Whipped Farm Cream 

Dinner Prepared by Sandra Wolf and AI Cadrain 

P R O G R A M - 8 : 0 0 P . M . 

BOBBY GIMBY, Officer of The Order of Canada 
and the "Bobby Gimby" Singers with Lana Stirling 

Welcome to Rocky Mountain House by Mayor Lou Soppitt 
Welcome to Alberta by M.L.A. Ty Lund 

Helen Hunley, Officer of The Order of Canada 
Honorary Chairman, Voyageur's Rendezvous '92 
Honorary Voyageur 

Dr. Robert Thompson, Officer of The Order of Canada 

Honorary Voyageur 

John Nikel, Chief Voyageur, Alberta 

Rene Bellemare, Chief Voyageur, Quebec 

Norm Crerar, Voyageur 
Captain, Manitoba Canoe Team 

Initiation of Honorary Voyageurs 
Initiation Ceremony By: Henry Lounder, Voyageur, New Brunswick 

Roger Carrierre, Voyageur, Manitoba 
Vic Maxwell, Voyageur, Alberta 
Archie Griffith, Voyageur, Alberta 
Dave Ellery, Voyageur, Alberta 
Bill Peruniac, Voyageur, Ontario 
Roy fackson, Voyageur, British Columbia 
Barney Mazazumi, Voyageur, North West Territories 
Darrel Johnson, Voyageur, Yukon 
Franklin Carrierre, Voyageur, Saskatchewan 

Dance - 9:30 P.M. 
Music by "RIO" 
First Intermission: Stories by Bill Blackburn, Chief Voyageur, B.C. 

John Mitchell, Chief Voyageur, Ont. 

Second Intermission: Songs and Stories of the Fur Trade by Lynn E. Noel 

Third Intermission: 2 Sets Square Dancing by "The Whirlaways" 

x 
•A; 



F O U R T H S E C T I O N W E D N E S D A Y , J U N E 24,1992 

ENVIRONMENT WEEK WINNERS - Mrs. Thatcher's Grade 4 Class at Lochearn Elementary were 
the best environmentalists in the Environment Week Contest held earlier this month. They collected 
more garbage than any other school group, helping to make this a cleaner community. They 
received caps from the School Division and Trade Dollars presented by Chamber of Commerce 
president Art Rodway and Environment Week Committee member Wendy Smith, both at the left. 
Mrs. Thatcher's class is continuing its interest in the proper care of waste. There is a bin in the 
classroom for collecting lunch wastes which are taken by Mrs. Thatcher to her home composting 
pile. 

Rendezvous '92 banquet 
to be a memorable event 

tickets are still available, but are 
joing quickly, for the June 30 ban­
quet of the Voyageurs' Rendezvous 
'92 reunion. Much interest has been 
attracted, in part because of the ter­
rific line-up of guest speakers and 
entertainers. 

Dr. Robert Thompson heads the 
list of distinguished speakers. He 
was Member of Parliament for Red 
Deer at the time of the Centennial 
Canoe Pageant and was one of the 
event's early promoters, playing a 
role in making it a central feature of 
celebrations in 1967. 

Thompson worked in Ethiopia 
for 15 years following World War 
I I , serving both with the Ethiopian 
Government and with Sudan 
Interior Mission. After his return to 
Canada, he was leader of the na­
tional Social Credit Party from 
1960-67, and from 1968 until his 
retirement in 1972 was a Pro­
gressive Conservative M.P. 

After his political retirement, 
Thompson moved to teach at Trini­
ty Western University in Langley, 
B.C. , serving as the institution's 

vice president from 1972 to 1977. 
He was named Langley's Citizen of 
the Year in 1980 and was named an 
officer of the Order of Canada in 
October 1990. 

Also speaking during the banquet 
are Helen Hunley, then mayor of 
Rocky Mountain House; Alberta 
Team Chief Voyageur John Nikel, 
one of the pageant's originators; 
and Norm Crerar, Captain of the 
winning Manitoba Team, who is 
now co-owner of the Silver Star Ski 
Lodge in Vernon, B.C. , and a co-
organizer of a recent World Cup 
downhill ski race. 

Entertainers during the evening 
will include Lisette Duval, of Ot­
tawa, who will tell tales of the fur 
trade and the voyageurs and will 
sing a number of their songs. As 
well, Roger Carriere, who won the 
title "King of the North" by winn­
ing ten consecutive Fur Trade Fes­

tival titles in Flin Flon, Manitoba, 
will demonstrate his talents at bird 
and animal calls. Carriere was a 
member of the Manitoba Canoe 
Team, and his talents earned him 
three appearances on Johnny Car­
son's Tonight Show. 

Canada's Pied Piper Bobby 
Gimby and his 30-voice local stu­
dent choir will also be on the pro­
gram. 

Tickets for the June 30 banquet, 
set for Rocky Mountain House Cen­
tre, are $12 each and are available at 
the Eagle's Nest Gift Shop at the 
Walking Eagle Motor Inn. 
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CAPPING Y E A R S OF E F F O R T - Members of the Alberta Team from the 1967 Centennial Canoe Pageant lift the 400 pound 
canoe into place in the Canoe Pavilion unveiled during ceremonies at the National Historic Site on Canada Day. 

Canada Day celebrations at 
Rocky Mountain House National 
Historic Site last Wednesday drew 
participants from across Canada to 
take part in some very special 
events. 

Dozens of participants from the 
1967 Centennial Canoe Pageant had 
gathered earlier in the week to 
begin celebrating a 25 year reunion 
and much of the celebrations on 
Wednesday revolved around their 
activities. The event drew people 
from all across the country and even 
the United States. Each of the 
original ten teams was represented. 

The crowd on hand — which 
amounted to 6,753 people through 
the whole day, according to Site 
Superintendent Dan Gaudet — was 
treated to the launch of an exciting 
and exhausting canoe sprint race 
upstream to Acton House, involving 
three teams of the centennial voy­
ageurs. One team even had its 
canoe capsize. 

Bobby Gimby and Dr. Robert 
Thompson, in a Red River Cart, led 
a long parade of people from the in­
terpretive centre area to the south 
end of the Park where the official 
ceremonies took place. 

The sprint race ended as each of 
the teams portaged their canoes to 
the ceremony site, with the Ontario 
team in first place and Manitoba se­
cond. First place winners were each 
presented with a leather bag con­
taining 125 fifty-cent pieces, and 
the runners-up each received a 
pouch containing 125 1992 
quarters. There were many busi­
nesses, groups and financial institu­
tions who helped sponsor these 
special prizes, and the coins were 
secured with the co-operation of the 
Royal Canadian Mint in Ottawa. 

Helen Hunley, Mayor of Rocky 
in 1967 when the Pageant was laun­
ched, former Lt . Governor of Alber­
ta, and soon to be a recipient of the 
Order of Canada, was Mistress of 

Ceremonies for the event. 
Greetings were brought to the 

crowd of nearly a thousand by Red 
Deer Member of Parliament Doug 
Fee, M L A Ty Lund, Rocky Mayor 
Lou Soppit, and M.D. of Clearwater 
Reeve David McDonald. Greetings 
were also brought by Sandra Davis 
of the Canadian Parks Service, who 
later helped to unveil the canoe 
pavilion. 

Among the speakers was Rene 
Bellempre. Chief Voyageur for the 
Quebec Team in 1967. M . 
Bellemare expressed his wish to see 
Canada remain as one country. He 
referred to the spirit of adventure 

The ceremonies concluded with 
the serving of special birthday 
cakes prepared by Bootsma's 
Bakery and the bakeries at Rocky 
Co-op and Rocky Mtn. IGA. 

Other Canada Day events at the 
Park were well received. The 
Friends of the Park enjoyed a great 
dinner crowd as they served up beef 

Entertainment was provided by 
Canada's Pied Piper Bobby Gimby 
and a local choir composed of 32 
young voices under the direction of 
Lana Stirling. They led the singing 
of O Canada and later performed 
Gimby's famous Centennial tune 
Ca-na-da, and then a number of 
other songs, some of which were 
familiar to people who listened to 
C B C ' s The Happy Gang in the 
1950s and early 1960s. 

John Nikel, Alberta's Chief Voy­
ageur, briefly explained the 
significance of the voyageurs to the 
opening of the west and then took 
part in the unveiling of the Canoe 
Pavilion. 

Once the curtains were drawn 
back, members of the Alberta and 
Northwest Territories teams hoisted 
the 400 pound Alberta canoe into 
place in the pavilion, where it will 
be permanently attached and on 
display with several interpretive 
plaques. Two time capsules, con­
taining items from 1967 and 
souvenirs of the day will be interred 
in the base of the pavilion at a later 
date. 

and buffalo on a bun. The buffalo 
chip flip attracted 144 registrants, 
and there was a steady crowd 
around the children's activity tables 
organized by the Crimson Lake 
Park staff. 

Evening entertainment was pro­
vided by three local country and 
western bands, local dance groups 
and entertainers. The day concluded 
with an expanded fireworks show, 
and co-operation held by the voy­
ageurs irr^he-fnr trade, day?-and 
those in 1967. " I hope everyone 
will do his best to have some of the 
spirit of the voyageurs, to help each 
other, so that in two or three years 
Canada will still be one of the best 
countries to live i n . " 

The leader of the Ontario sprint 
team paid tribute to the canoe and 
what it symbolizes for Canadians, 
as he accepted the presentation of 
the winners' purse. He said the Nor­
th Canoe is "part of our geography, 
part of our history. It is the ultimate 
team machine." He urged people 
not to let the symbol of the canoe 
ade from history and that it belongs 
o Canada and no other country can 
laim it as a symbol. 



T H E R O C K Y NATIVE FRIENDSHIP C E N T R E WAS one of the few participants in the Parade of Nations 
for Canada Day. From the left Tamlyn Sunchild; Eric Nystrom, RNFC vice-president; Irene Medin, RNFC 
Elder; and Everett Sunchild. 

Recapture the Spirit of '67 
You don't have to be thirty years or older to know that Canada had a 

remarkably lively spirit attached to Centennial celebrations in 1967. 
People still talk about that incredible year and all the activities which 
added to the flavor of the event. In our current constitutional fix, 
anything we can do to recapture the positive vision and vitality of that 
era would be a great help. 

Here in Rocky Mountain House, we have that opportunity over the 
next week as we count down to Canada Day. 

Canada Day celebrations at the National Historic Site wi l l feature 
two memorable icons from 1967. Paddlers from the Centennial Canoe 
Pageant which ran from Rocky to Montreal during the summer of '67 
wil l be returning for a 25-year reunion. The event is apparently very 
important to the participants because more than a third of them, from all 
across the country, and representing every one of the ten teams in­
volved, wi l l be in attendance. 

Bobby Gimby, who truly lead every school child in 1967 with his 
Centennial song, wi l l also return to the community. He was here for the 
launch of the pageant leading a 150 voice choir. He wil l be arriving 
later this week to work with a 30-voice volunteer student choir under 
the direction of Lana Stirling. They wil l perform for the voyageurs at 
their reunion banquet next Tuesday and then again on Canada Day at 
the park. 

There is an excellent line-up of activities for the whole family at 
Canada Day and only your presence at the park wil l make it better. Plan 
to attend and help us recapture a bit of that 1967 spirit. 



entennial Voyageurs reminisce 

PADDLERS' REWARD - The winning team of the canoe sprint 
accepts its award from former Red Deer M.P. Dr. Robert Thomp­
son. Each member of the winning team received a leather bag 
with 125 fifty-cent pieces. The runners up received bags with 125 
quarters from the 1992 series. 

THE SIMULATED FUR BALE, above, was used during the Canoe 
Pageant paddle to store a Buffalo Cape lined with the Alberta Tartan 
which the Alberta team had made to give to then Secretary of State 
the Hon. Judy LaMarsh. Above, Bud Salloum, a Centennial Officer 
with the Alberta Government in 1967 poses with the bale. 

GLENN FALLIS O F MILLBROOK, ONT., a sternman with the On­
tario team in the Centennial Canoe Pageant looks through a scrap-
book in the exhibits' tent during Canada Day. He said he was "still 
trying to describe" the reunion in his own mind and said the celebra­
tion was "as terrific as it was in 1967, if not better. The Town of 
Rocky Mountain House has done a superb job." 

by Monica Ahlstrom 
Good friends, good food and 

good memories all came together at 
the Voyageurs' Rendezvous '92 
banquet on the evening of June 30. 

Many of the original 1967 Voy­
ageurs were on hand for the eve­
ning, telling tales of their journey 
and sharing memories with their 
families, friends and guests. 

Among the special guests of the 
evening was Bobby Gimby, Officer 
of the Order of Canada and 
Canada's "Pied Piper." Mr. Gimby 
along with help from Lana Stirling 
and the "Bobby Gimby singers," 
entertained the crowd with some of 
his famous songs including the well 
known centennial song "Canada." 

After the performance Gimby 
told the crowd "its nice to be 
back." This is Gimby's first return 
visit in 25 years. 

Other special guests for the eve­
ning included, Helen Hunley the 
Honorary Chairman of Voyageurs' 
Rendevzous '92, who was recendy 
announced as an Officer of the 
Order of Canada, Dr. Robert 
Thompson, the M.P. for this area at 
the time of the 1967 canoe pageant, 
who is also an Officer forthe Order 
of Canada, John Nikel, the Chief 
Voyageur for Alberta, Rene 
Bellemare, Chief Voyageur for 
Quebec, Norm Crerar, Voyageur 
Captain of the Manitoba Team, 
M.L.A. Ty Lund and Mayor Lou 
SoppiL 

One of the more entertaining pre­
sentations of the evening was by 
Norm Crerar who was the Captain 
of the winning Manitoba team and 
who was representing the paddlers 

at the banquet. 
Crerar called the 1967 centennial 

canoe race the "mother of all 
races," and he recalled the trials, 
tribulations, fellowship and good 
times the Voyageurs shared. At the 
close of his presentation he thanked 
Rocky for "giving Canada the 
greatest spectacle its ever seen." 

To close the formal part of the 
evening a special ceremony was 
held to initiate a number of 
Honorary Voyageurs. Voyageur 
Vic Maxwell explained before so­
meone became a true Voyageur 
they had to show they had what it 
took both in body and spirit. Those 
paddlers who were not yet Voy­
ageurs were called "pork eaters." 
When it was decided by the other 
Voyageurs that a man had shown 
his worth, he would be initiated as a 
Voyageur in a special ceremony. To 
start with the man would be tapped 
on the head with a cedar bough, 
then he was required to take a swig 
out of the ceremonial rum jug, then 
finally he would receive his Voy­
ageur sash. 

The same format was used to in­
itiate the honorary Voyageurs at the 
evenings ceremonyrKnutand-Abna 
Sunde and Rene Killick were in­
itiated as honorary voyageurs for 
delivering a huge rock monument 
and commemorative plaque to 
Montreal to mark the conclusion of 
the pageant in 1967. 

A dance, and a ticket auction for 
prizes, including a ski trip to B .C . , a 
helicopter ride with Shunda 
Helicopters and a Voyageur Adven­
ture's canoe trip, finished the eve­
ning event. 

ONE OF THE TWO PADDLES On display during Canada Day which 
was autographed by the paddlers. 



Initiation of Honorary 
Voyageur's Ceremony 

This ceremony conducted by the Voyageurs as listed, Henry Lound-
er, Voyageur, New Brunswick; Roger Carrierre, Voyageur, Manitoba; 
Vic Maxwell, Voyageur, Alberta; Archie Griffith, Voyageur, Alberta; Dave 
Ellery, Voyageur, Alberta; Bill Peruniac, Voyageur, Ontario; Roy Jack­
son, Voyageur, British Columbia; Barney Mazazumi, Voyageur, North 
West Territories; Darrel Johnson, Voyageur, Yukon; Franklin Carrierre, 
Voyageur, Saskatchewan, is taken from past tradition, to honor certain 
individuals or achievements, or to express appreciation for assistance 
or acts of kindness. 

The Voyageurs wish to say a sincere thank you to the following in­
dividuals, corporations, or organizations which assisted us so greatly 
in the construction of the Canoe Pavilion at Rocky Mountain House 
Historic Park. We know the Pavilion will become a major point of in­
terest and attraction in this area, for the next 100 years. 

The following people were made Honorary Voyageurs for their gener­
ous and active support in the construction of the Canoe Pavilion. 

HONORARY VOYAGEURS 
Ross and Sylvia Walker of Canadian National Railways; Mervin and 

Erline Pidherney of Pidherney Concrete Ltd.; Wade and Elaine Chal-
land of Challand Excavating Ltd.; Bill and Pat Luoma of Rocky Wood 
Preservers; Freeda Fleming and Angie Edgerton of the I.O.D.E.; Dan 
Gaudet, Superintendent of the Rocky Mountain House National Histor­
ic Park; Helen Hunley and Ray Gilbert of Rocky Mountain House; 
Rolph Huband of Hudson's Bay Co. Ltd.; Jim Muhlbeier of Alberta Op­
portunity Corps, Rocky; Dick Gust of West Coast Petroleums; Barbara 
Wilberg, of Alberta Museum and Archives, Edmonton. 

Russell and Gladys Cole and Vic and Betty Perkins of Rocky Moun­
tain House were initiated as Honorary Voyageurs in appreciation for 
their generosity in supplying the beef for the Canada Day Celebration. 

The following people were made Honorary Voyageurs for the gener­
ous and enthusiastic support and assistance in helping to locate and 
host the Voyageurs of 1967 at Voyageur's Rendezvous '92: Bud and 
Laverna Salloum, of Edmonton; Ty Lund and Lou Soppit of Rocky 
Mountain House; Bobby Gimby of Toronto; Robert Thompson of Lan-
gley, B.C.; Clifford Brierley, Lana Stirling, Edith and Jack Janiszewski, 
Laurie and Tom Woodward, Kent and Laurie Maxwell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Knut Sunde, Rene Killick, Merle Pederson, Voyageur Adventure Tours; 
Evelyn Griffith, Mary Maxwell, and Dewey and Neva Browning, all of 
Rocky Mountain House; Ivan Radostits and George Nikel of Edmonton. 

Thanks to the following Voyageurs and their families who donated 
their time and labors to complete the Canoe Pavilion at the Park on 
time: 

Dave Ellery, Drayton Valley, Archie Griffith of Rocky, Bob Poluck of 
Calgary who constructed the fieldstone base; George Abel of Calgary, 
Leigh Noton of Morinville, Geoff Peruniak of Athabasca, Bill Peruniak 
of Atikokan, Mark Maxwell, Ken Fisher, Tom Woodward of Rocky who 
built the concrete forms and built the roof. 

Archie Griffith of Rocky, Ed Van Den Hoek of Atikokan, Ontario and 
Bob Gauldie of Barry, Ontario who installed the shakes. 

Jim Muhlbeier and the Alberta Opportunity Corps who erected the 
logs and beams in the Pavilion. 

Thanks to Parks Canada for contributing the ceramic plaques for 
the Pavilion. 

Thanks to Barbara Wilberg of Alberta Museum and Archives for the 
permanent loan of the Alberta "North" canoe used in the 1967 race 
to Montreal, and designed by Vic Maxwell of Rocky, to the Canoe Pav-
vilion in Rocky Mountain House National Historic Park. 

Special thanks to: Edwards Garage Ltd., Rainbow Ford, and South-
side Plymouth of Rocky for supplying courtesy vans to pick up 
voyageurs and guests from Calgary and Edmonton airports and deliver 
them to accommodations in Rocky. An extra thank you to Cliff Brier-
ley and his extra courteous drivers, Dick Howard, Bert Bagstad, and 
Ruth Teskey who were such good hosts. 

Special thanks also to Dale and Brian Shippelt at A & W who provid­
ed free breakfasts every day of the Re-union for the Voyageurs and 
their out of province guests. 

Thanks again to G & D Meats for their donation of the meat process­
ing of the beef and buffalo for the banquet and Canada Day 
Celebration. 

Thanks to the Walking Eagle Motor Inn for the reception area, and 
a tip of the hat to all of the motels and hotels and residents of Rocky 
Mountain House for the warm welcome accorded our guests from ev 
ery province and territory in Canada. 

And a special thank you to Jim Martin for supplying his safety boat 
and expertise at the Canoe Sprint. 

And lastly, but not least, the warm hospitality of the National Parks 
staff to our visitors from across Canada. 

Rocky Mountain House — We Salute You. 
Vic Maxwell, Chairman 

Geoff Peruniak, Secretary 
Archie Griffith, Treasurer 

Laurie Woodward, Registrations Chairperson 
Ede Janiszewski, Accommodations Chairperson 

Voyageur's Reunion Committee 



PAVILION WILL B E READY - The newest exhibit at Rocky Mountain House National Historic Site, 
a pavilion honoring the paddlers in the 1967 Centennial Canoe Pageant, will be ready for its dedica­
tion on Canada Day in a special ceremony. Trainees with the Alberta Opportunity Corps continue 
their work on the project. Remaining to be done is the installation of two stabilizing cross beams 
and shingling of the canopy. 

Many activities set 
for Canada Day 

Centennial spirit wi l l live again during 
Canada Day Celebrations next Wednesday at 
Rocky Mountain House National Historic Site. 

This year, many members of the 1967 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant wil l be 
gathering for a 25-year reunion and ceremonies 
to commemorate the event. They wil l be joined 
by Canada's Pied Piper Bobby Gimby, who 
wil l be lending his unique musical talents to the 
reunion and Canada Day celebrations. 

The Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant 
consisted of ten teams of paddlers representing 
eight provinces and two territories and their ob­
ject was to retrace one of the major Canadian 
fur trade routes. They launched the pageant, 
which was a race timed over each day's 
distance, at Rocky Mountain House on May 24, 
1967. They paddled 3,283 miles (5,253 km), 
portaged 60 miles (96 km) and arrived 104 days 
later at He Notre Dame in Montreal, P.Q., site 
of E X P O '67. The race received national and 
international attention. 

To date, a third of the original participants 
have registered for the reunion, titled Voy­
ageurs' Rendezvous '92, which wil l take place 
June 29,30 and July 1. There is at least one per­
son from each of the original teams planning to 
be here. 

Canada Day celebrations wil l begin when the 
gates to Rocky Mountain House National 
Historic Site open to the public at 10:00 a.m. 
and will conclude late that evening with a 
fireworks display. 

The highlight of the day wil l be the dedica­
tion of a permanent exhibit commemorating the 
1967 canoe pageant. During the 3:00 p.m. 
ceremonies, the Alberta's Team Canoe will be 
mounted in the field-stone and timber exhibit. 

Former Governor of Alberta Helen Hunley, 
who was Mayor of Rocky Mountain House in 
1967, will be the mistress of ceremonies. 
Bobby Gimby wil l lead a 30-voice choir of 
local students, as he led a choir 25 years before 
during the start of the pageant. Invitations to 
take part in the ceremonies have been extended 
to many of the prominent people who took part 
in the pageant launch, and to those who were 
mayors of the many communities who feted the 
pageant along its way. 

Voyageurs in attendance wil l take part in a 
canoe sprint race, at 2:00 p.m., prior to the start 
of the official ceremonies. 

Activities during the day will include 
displays in the parade of nations, highlighting 
Canada's ethnic mosaic; the always popular 
Buffalo Chip Flip, which asks participants to 
hurl organic Frisbees for prizes; children's ac­
tivities; visitors can try gold panning; and an 
evening dance featuring a number of local 
bands with a Country and Western. Dance 
groups wil l entertain between band sets. 

Late in the evening, a short production wil l 
lead into the fireworks display. 

Food services wil l be provided on site by the 
Rocky Lions Club and the Friends of the Na­
tional Historic Park. The Friends of the Park 
will be serving up a beef and buffalo supper at 
$4.00 per plate, and $3.50 for those who bring 
their own non-disposable dishes. 

The hosting Canada Day Committee expects 
up to 10,000 people to come to the Site for any 
or all of the activities on Canada Day 1992. 

This is a sanctioned Canada 125 event. 



Y e s t e r d a y a n d T o d a y 

R O C K Y M O U N T A I N H O U S E P A S T 

Above the roar of the nearby rapids, the sound of 
laughter, snatches of song, and cheerful men's voices 
carry along the fast flowing river. Shouts of command 
- some in French some in Scots dialect - ring out in 
the clear of the early autumn morning. The great fur 
trade canoes are run up against the shore. Jumping 
out into the current - freezing water splashing 
against their legs - voyageurs and laborers strain to 
unload their heavy cargo. The sound of an axe is 
heard, a fire is lit, and a pungent haze of wood-smoke 
drifts lazily through the air. Accompanied by the 
babble of conversation in numerous different tongues, 
the winter's supplies are moved into the fort. Soon a 
breakfast of fried pemmican and tea will be ready and 
pipes lit as the men enjoy a brief rest. 

You might have witnessed such a scene if you 
had arrived at Rocky 
Mountain House with 
the fall brigade on a fine 
September day a century 
and a half ago. Between 
1799 and 1875, four 
different trading posts 
existed along the banks 

At Rocky Mountain House, aspects 
of many cultures were integrated to 
create a new society that in many ways 
foreshadowed what Canada was to 
become. 

of the North Saskatchewan River. Their 
walls were filled with the sounds of fur 
traders, voyageurs, explorers, and Indians. 

Rocky Mountain House, the most 
westerly fur trading post east of the 
Rockies at the time of its construction, was 
initially the site of two separate forts. The 
North West Company (Nor' Westers') 
erected their Rocky Mountain House in 
the early fall of 1799. A few weeks later 
the Hudson's Bay Company opened a 
competing fort called Acton House. Fierce 
competition for the Indian trade, first with 
the Kootenay and then with the Blackfoot, 

was the rule of the day until 1821 when the two 
companies merged. The Nor' Westers' post was 
closed, but the name they chose was retained. 

The original Hudson's Bay post was replaced 
only to be burned to the ground during the winter of 
1861 and replaced in turn by the final Rocky Mountain 
House, which was completed in 1868. The fur trade 
era at Rocky Mountain House ended when this last 
fort was closed in 1875. 

Rocky Mountain House National Historic Park 
commemorates an important phase in the history of 
Canada. The exploration that was carried out from 
Rocky Mountain House by David Thompson and 
others played a key role in determining the future 
shape of Canada. Perhaps even more significant, it 
was at Rocky Mountain House and other trading 

, posts like it that aspects 
of native, French, English, 
and other cultures were 
integrated to create 
a new society that, 
in many ways, fore­
shadowed what Canada 
was to become. 
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Voyageurs feted at Carillon 
nearing destination at Expo 

On Hydro Quebec dam at Carillon 
This trio was photographed on the Hydro Quebec dam at Carillon — Gib McEachern, of Flin 

Flen, Man., pointing towards Lachute, with which he is associated through his mother, the former 
Greta Fulton of this town. McEachern, on the winning Voyageur team, is seen with Sylvio Ferraro of 
Hydro Quebec, who as director of south zone was host at the company's reception held for the Voya­
geur teams last Saturday. At the right is Harry Schwartz of Prince George, a member of the British 
Columbia team, runners-up in the big contest. Harry's beard was three weeks old when the Voyageurs 
started out May 24 from Rocky Mountain House. 

McEachern was cheered on by several cousins from this community, all of whom met him 
for the first time following the arrival at Carillon, along with his mother, who arrived the day pre­
viously. Closest relatives in this community are Watson and Jim Berry, Mrs. Albert Silverson, and 
their families, also Mrs. Leola Secord, of Beaconsfield, and Mrs. Shirley Bradford. His grandparents 
were Mr. and Mrs. Tom Fulton, of Lachute. A professional paddler, McEachern is one of the top 
competitors in North America. 
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T H E M A N I T O B A C E N T E N N I A L C A N O E T E A M 

M O N T R E A L QUE 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ON T H E S P I R I T , C O - O P E R A T I O N , AND D E T E R M I N A T E N 

SHOWN B Y A L L MEMBERS OF T H E " R A D I S S O N " CANOE P A G E A N T T E A M . 

F L I N F L O N G A V E B I R T H TO T H E CANOE P A G E A N T I D E A AND Y O U R 

S U C C E S S I S A G R E A T T R I B U T E T O T H I S C O M M U N I T Y . 

YOUR E F F O R T S W I L L LONG B E R E M E M B E R E D B Y A L L OF US I N F L I N 

F L O N . ^ 

F L I N F L O N C H A N B E R OF C O M M E R C E , J A C K T H O M P S O N , K E N C H A R T R A N D j 

PAT W A R G A j C L A Y B E L L O W S I G U R D S O N , A V E L L E R ; DON H O G A B O A M ^ G E R G E 

R O B E R T S , K I N G OF T H E N O R T H , WM F F R Y ^ C H A R L I E H A L L ; E G A B E L E DAN 

TONER J I M AND F R A N W E L L S DON G R U D G F I E L D , N G R U D G E F I E L D , J O H N 

S O U T E R AND F A M I L Y , S T E W C R E R A R j L E S S Q U E S N E L ; J E R R Y N O M E L A N D , G U S 

W I L L I E S , K E N M A R K ? K E N F E R G U S O N ; N E L L N E L S O N , D E N N I S C L A R K E , G L E N N 

S H E P H E R D / C L I V E P R U D E R S T E E L G A S ADAM G L O V E R S H E L D O N P R I E R R MARCHANT 

M M E I E R S M S P R O X T O N H E R B P I E R C E I L E N E P I E R C E S I D L U N D Q U I S T 

L L O Y D YOUNG G E O R G E DANKO F R A N K F R I E S E N G E O R G E A L L A R D T H E GENOVY 

F A M I L Y RED B E R N A R D V I C POLOWAY B I L L AND A D D I E H A M B L Y I N WAYNE 

S P R O X T O N AND F A M I L Y G U R N E R AND F A M I L Y D I C K AND EDNA H P O K I N S O N 

E H U T C H I N S O N R R U S S E E L L S R B I L L E A S T HERMAN L M I K E GARUK T B L A N C H E T T E 

R C A S S I D Y D R E I D AND F A M I L Y R U T H E K S T R O M G E O R G E E K S T R O M 

W T R U D E A U AND F A M I L Y WM H U Y T O N J A C K B O U T E I L L E R D A R C Y P L A N T E 

P E T E R P O P P B U T C H DADSON ED LOMAX K E R R Y LOMAX J W G I L M O R E 

MARK F R E E D M A N GUY F R E E D M A N L G I 3 N E Y MICHALKOW F R A N K H A R T GUY 

HUME TOM GOOD D A V E WOOD L A V E R N E Z I M M E R L E E D A V I S G E O R G E R I D E O U T 

A W A S Y L I U K DANE V O L K J W F A R M E R P K I 3 S E Y J F R E E D M A N B O N N I E K I B S E Y 

G E R A L D I N E G R E E N J I M AND SHARON J A N K O V I C H B I L L K E D D I E J E R R Y M A C F I E 

B E T T Y A L L A N M I T Z I S T E I N GXX H E N R Y BUDLONG D I C K B E R T H I A U M E D E L B Y E R S 

• IF.AN HAI.nFP n . A P F - M r r r A f . n n ? B I L L . C A I . D E R . I A C i L R O S S BERTHA R O S i . -

NORMAN L E C L E R C G E O R G E V U L E T I C H RON E N R I G H T DAN M A R S O L L I E R 0 K S O R L I 

L A U R I E MCCULLOUGH ED E R L E N D S O N MRS E R L E N D S O N MR E R L E N D S O N M I S S 

L I N D A R E I D MR M E R V I N M C L A U G H L I N T E R R Y WATT R E I D ARMSTRONG DOUG 

ARMSTRONG J O Y C E ARMSTRONG EDWARD G I B B L E M I C H A E L G A R U K G E O R G E 

C R E A S U D A V E E V A N S H A R R Y E V A N S HEWEY G A L B R A I T H AND F A M I L Y S V A R C 

MR AND MRS J I M HOLDAWAY MR AND MRS M E L HOLDAWAY MALUTA F A M I L Y 

32 T E R R A C E A V E H E R R Y L O F E N D A L E AND F A M I L Y A U D R E Y L A V I T T F A Y 

L A V T T F R E D L A V I T T J L A V I T T H L A V I T T L L A V I T T C L A V I T T N E V A P O T E R 

B I L L P O T T E R E L L E N G R O S E H A R R Y G R O S E BOB O U L E T T E K R I S S I G U R D S O N 
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R I C H A R D W E L L S M C K E E F A M I L Y C A R Y HOLMES METRO L E K O P O Y J A C K S C O T T 

MR AND MRS E V SCHAMEHORN MR AND MRS L E O T R U D E A U MR AND MRS F U B 

F R X X K R E Z E S K I D M S E D O R N A T A L I E B I L E C RON THOMPSON W E L L S F A M I L Y 

H A R R Y H I L L F A M I L Y J A C K AND J O A N EDWARDS MARY P C X X P I C K E R I N G 

MARGARET C R O S B Y P I N K I E AND PODY S T E V E N S T A S Z K O F R A S E R C O W I E 

H A Z E L C O W I E H A D A V E JOHNSON HAROLD HOUSE BOB R U S S E L L S R H P O C K E T T 

G A R R Y WATT J O H N G THOMPSON A M B R O S E B R E C H T F A Y E B R E C H T RODDY 3 R E C H T 

DOUG H W E A V E R A L S A S K O W S K I MRS WATSON G I L M O R E G E O R G E SANFORD 

J A M E S B E T T E R I D G E MRS J A M E S B E T T E R I D G E BOB M A C K I E MRS BOB M A C K I E 

J O A N G I L M O R E R W L A W R E N C E MRS R W L A W R E N C E J H E V A N S A L B E R T 

H O P K I N S B E T T Y H O P K I N S BOB H O P K I N S D O R I S H O P K I N S WES T R U E M A N 

DAN N E G R Y C H BOB K I N G M M C F A D Y E N T H E HOOD MRS J A C K F R E E D M A N 

B E R T I M R I E MR AND MRS G A R N E T W H E E L E R G R E G R A P S O N R O S E M A R I E 

W A D E L I U S VAUGHN W A D E L I U S J E A N MCDOWELL BOB MCDOWELL HAROLD J W I I G 

ART A S P E V I G E L L A A S P E V I G J 3 W A L L S T R O M J E A N V A N N E S J O E VAN N E S 

B O B B Y V A N N E S J A N V A N N E S C E L I A KEMP B A R B Z I M M E R G L E N G R I G G 

D A V E M C C A R T N E Y L I N D A M C I N T O S H H E A T H E R HAY MR E B U S B Y MRS E B U S B Y 

GLENNA MCMURRAY ROD F I R S K E N A L A S T A I R F R I S K E N K E N F A R D O E IRMA F A R D O E 

W A L T E R J K E N S I C K C L I F F C L A R K E Y V O N N E C L A R K E ROXY C L A R K E BOB C L A R K E 

DON D E M P S E Y B U R N E L L L E A U Y K A Y S I M P S O N BUD S I M P S O N SWAN L E R B R E K 

J U D Y MCCORMICK W M L E I G H T G MAGWOOD W E S T E R N N U C L E A R M I N E S ARNOLD S T E P H A I « 

ARNOLD S T E P H A N N S O N J THOMSON S T E V E C A R P E N B A R T E N D E R M I K E B A R T E N D E R 

HOWARD D E « 

MRS M M C C A I G J A C K MCLEOD S U E A N D E R S O N S U E T A Y L O R K E I T H T A Y L O R 

S U S I E T A Y L O R P A U L T A Y L O R WENDY T A Y L O R T I M T A Y L O R T E D D Y T A Y L O R 

L I S A T A Y L O R J O H N H A Y E S EDNA H A Y E S V I C K I H A Y E R S B E T S Y H A Y E S 

L Y N N I E R U S S E L L H A L V O R S O N V I V I A N B E C K G O R D I I M R I E L O R E T T E P E T T E R S E N 

MR A N D M P C C A P P f i M P P A T c D T I - K T V A M P P T A V E - c r M r n r P C T I T D r i r r u g — 

ROY B A L F O U R B R U C E K E D D I E R A Y T E M P L E MOBY H E N D E R S O N S T E E L G A S 

C A M P B E L L S T U D I O J O H N W F R I S K E N T H E D J R O B E R T S O N F A M I L Y E D C H E S N U T I S 

CON GEN I K C H E R Y L E D E L S O N MARY B A R R E T T H U R 3 E R N H L O R N E B A R R E T T 

T H E F O R S T E R F A M I L Y P A T T I P R E M A C H U K UXX S U S A N P R E M A C H U K P E T E R 

PREMACHUK J O A N P R E M A C H U K P A U L PREMACHUK MARY P R E M A C H U K J O H N 

PREMACHUK A R T L Y O N J O H N P E T T E X X X P E L L E T I E R EM R U S E H A R R Y R U S E 

G R A C E R U S E DUNCAN LUNAM I N G A L O V E MERVYN S H N I D E R T A P A R G E T I S 

MRS T P A R G E T I S MR AND MRS E G E R M A I N G E N E G E R M A I N F J A M E S O N 

A J A M E S O N W I L F P F L A N Z J A C K I E S A T T E L B E R G E R I V A S A T T E L B E R G E R 

MR MRS OGMUNDSON MRS M C N I C H O L M A U R E E N LUNAM J O H N R A W L E Y K E N 

K A S S A N RAY P I T T NORMA FORD J I M H O R T H I N G K E L L Y H O R T H I N G K E V I N 

H O R T H I N G DON S T O N E AND F A M I L Y B M J A C O B S O N J A C K DOSCO V I V I A N 

WOOLEY N Y A L L HYNDMAN F L I N F L O N B O M B E R S COOP MEAT D E P T H I G H D A V I S . j \ 

F A M I L Y MRS MRS C B R I T O N MRS N H U T C H I N S O N J A C K L O V E . V z f ^ * J 



F R E D M A L U T A S BUD R I D L E Y BUD AND DORA COOK MR AND MRS J O H N WORONIUK 

MR AND MRS B I L L HAMBLY MR AND MRS H K E N N E D Y W J K E N N E D Y P M W I G L E Y 

B I L L W I N G E R T H A R V E Y W A L L A K E R GAS BAR ANS S T A F F R E G M C I N N I S BOB 

B R Y S O N P S I R Y J T MACKONKA J I M AND H E D Y A T K I N S O N P A T AND E V E L Y N 

O K A N E MR AND MRS A K N O P F G L E N N EWEN MRS J K R E E D MR J K R E E D 

NANCY C A D O T T E S H E E N A R E E D K E I T H R E E D B L A I N S C H I L T R O T H E M E R Y 

S W I T Z E R MRS ANNA S W I T Z E R R I C K S W I T Z E R MARSHA S W I T Z E R J A M I E S W I T Z E R 

V I C AND EDNA G A R I N G E R P E T E PREMACHUK R I T A P R E M A C H U K K E N HUFFMAN 

V I C B J A R N A S O N W P E N N E R A L E X BOEHME MRS MACHAN I R E N E L E F L O O R 

BOB COOMBS V COOMBS J A K E K L E W C H U K L K I T T L E W L O F E N D A L E J A V I E L G U T 

W A L T E R F E R E N S A L K R I T Z E R B E T T E K R I T Z E R M I K E K R I T Z E R R O C K Y 

K R I T Z E R WENDY K R I T Z E R MR AND MRS K E N B O R L E Y MR AND MRS C W D I C K E N S 

B A R R Y D I C K E N S M I C H A E L D I C K E N S C H I S D I C K E N S L I N D S A Y D I C K E N S MR AND 

MRS E D D I E S T E N B E C K D A V E M O R R I S AUDRY J A Y Z R N I E YOUNG ROY J A R V I S 

H G L I V E S E Y OTTO BERGMAN DR P E R C Y JOHNSON B I L L J O H N S O N E V E L Y N 

GUYMER F R A N K GUYMER MR AND MRS J O E W A I S B A I M MRS F DORAN 

HUGH DORAN AND F A M I L Y W A L T E R L A V I S AND F A M I L Y J O H N H I L L B B U R L I N G 

W NEWRANSKY EDNA P H I L L I P S F R E D P H I L L I P S J A C K S T U R L E Y MR AND MRS 

R B R A U T G A M MR AND MRS P A T LOGAN LEONA F I N U C A N E J A C K F I N U C A N E 

E D D I E ANDERSON MRS E ANDERSON R U S S L A W R E N C E NORM MURPHY A R T 

MURRAY R D A V I E S L B K E M M E L F S M A L E P MCPHERSON B YOUNG C 

H O L L E T T C H A S N E L S O N E U N I C E N E L S O N DADSONS R S W A I N P E A R L H A N K I N 

MOIRA O R M I S T O N DOUG O R M I S T O N SHAN O R M I S T O N P A T O R M I S T O N F R A N K 

S C H I E D E R TOM P O L L O N SANDY M O R R I C E K A Y M O R R I C E K A Y M O R R I C E 

CHUCK M O R R I C E ED M O R R I C E J E A N M O R R I C E S I D H U G H E S TOM KOWALEWCH 

DON G A T E J I M L A M B K E N A L H I L L I E R S Y L V I A P E A R S O N G E O R G E P E A R S O N 

BUD J E S K E N O R E E N J E S K E H S C H E L L B E R G K I M C H E L L TOM C H E L L G E O R G E 

F R A M E D E N N I S M I L L E R B A R N E Y H U G H E S D E N N I S H U G H E S L E S L I E H U G H E S 

E L M B E R GOHL B E R N I E GOHL NORM H A Z E L X X X F L A G E L B R U C E P E R K I N S 

W H I T E Y S H E P P A R D A L F R H I G H F I E L D T H E R E A D E R F A M I L Y T E D HAMPSONS 

MEL P E A R S O N S MRS I R E N E G A U T H I E R J A C K K L A S S E N H A Z E L C A M P B E L L 

S Y L V I A S T E W A R T E D S T A N K E W I C H ROY MEAD P E T E G X X G Z Y Z RON CHARTRAND 

ED BROCON B I L L S W E E N E Y DUNCAN D E U V I E R DON S H I L S O N H A R R Y Y E E 

P A U L RUMAK AND F A M I L Y G R A C E M E I K L E S T E V E P E R S O N B O N N I E NOVAK 

G R A D E ONE C R E I G H T O N W L T A Y L O R 8 ( X X 8 8 LOGAN C R E S C E N T W E S T 

Y O R K T O N S A S K . MR A P I C K W O R T H F L I N F L O N MAN MRS A P I C K W O R T H F L I N 

F L O N MAN G E O R G E G R E E N I N G P R I N C E A L B E R T S A S K . G R A C E AND GORDON 

B R O W N R I D G E E L A I N E ROSS L U C Y E I D T ROSEANN O V E R B Y D I A N E G R A Y S O N 

GRANK B A Y L A N D P S K U T E N S M A S S E Y J A K C AND MAY G R E E N B E R G J O E S T A X I 

TOM DOSON MRS S O P H I E D O L E N K O T I L D E N R E N T A C A R E A D Y T A X I MR 

MRS ARMAND C A R R I E R E J U D I P A L L A N I K L A W R E N C E BROUGH K J E L L W H V I D S T E N 

G I L L W A L K E R SANDRA RONDEAU S H I R L E Y O U L E T T E K A R E N C H E V I L L A R D ED 

S L U G O S K I AND F A M I L Y C R E I G H T O N S A S K . B G R I M W E L T - N O R M - B E V A N S F L I N F L O N 



RAY WOODS I S L A N D F A L L S B L A K E L I N D S A Y R E N W I C K F A M I L Y DAWSON C I T Y , 

Y U K O N MRS S H E E N A S T E W A R T R E V . F A T H E R S S T . ANNES R E C T O R Y F L I N F L O N 

M A N . J O A N O U L E T T E DON H A R D E R D A U P H I N M A N . R O B I N S T U D E R W A L T E R 

K I R K SWAN R I V E R , M A N . MR HOWARD HEADMAN MR L E N S T E V E N S W I N N I P E G , 

M A N . RANKD AND MADGE B L A C K B U R N F L I N F L O N MR AND MRS S T E V E NOVAK 

R O Y L A H O T E L F L I N F L O N MR AND MRS B I L L S O P I W N Y K F L I N F L O N MAN 

MRS ANN MALUTA F L I N F L O N MAN M I S S WENDY P A U L L T R A N S A I R F L I N F L O N , . . 

MAN. C H E R Y L R E N W I C K F L I N F L O N J A C K I E R E N W I C K F L I N F L O N B Y R O N 

R E N W I C K F L I N F L O N S I M O N E R E N W I C K F L I N F L O N N I C K I E R E N W I C K F L I N F L O N 

HAND P D E R S E N MR AND MRSM S L B X X X S L O B O D I A N A R C H I E RAMSAY 

C H R I S B A U M G A R T N E R B I L L H E M B R O F F A G N E S H E M B R O F F D I C K AND D E L L A 

LAWTON A L L A N S D R Y C L E A N E R S A P O L L M I E I R E 1 S 1 C E N T R E S T R STOMP 

MR AND MRS E R N E S T S T A C K R O Y A L H O T E L F L I N F L O N DOT AND CAM C O U P A L 

A L D E N L A S S E N HERMA K I S S C H A L J A C O B S O N D H U R D A L J A C K C L A R K E D I E 

C L A R K G R E T A M C E A H C E R N GORDON M C E A C H E R N S R . I S A B E L M C E A C H E R N 

GORD M C E A C H E R N L I N D A M C E A C H E R N BOXX B A R B M C E A C H E R N PAMMY 

M C E A C H E R N NORM M C E A C H E R N ANNA M C E A C H E R N B R A D Y W I N T E R S G E R R Y 

L A R I V I E R E 

/ 
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T h e winning Manitoba crew consisted of: J i m Rheaume 37, char­

tered accountant, FYm H o n (Chief V o y a g e u r ) ; N o r m a n C r e r a r , s k i 

instructor, F l i n F l o s (Captain); Joe Michel le , 32, trapper, 

Sturgeon L a n d i n g ; Joseph Carr iere , 37, r a i l w a y m a n , Cranberry 

Portage; J o h n N o r m a n , 3 1 , miner , Creighton; D a v i d Wel l s , 19 , 

miner , F l i n F l o n ; B l a i r Harvey, 24, social w o r k e r , Winnipeg ; 

D o n a l d Starkel l , 34, rai lwayman, Winnipeg ; W a y n e Soltys, 25, 

miner, F l i n F l o n ; G i b McEachern , 27, s k i instructor, F l i n F l o n . 

And that's what led to the great Canadian canoe race. 

Eight provinces, the Yukon, and the Northwest Territories 
entered their canoes in this race. They named their 
canoes after explorers who were l inked with their own 
early history: Nova Scotia, John Cabot; New Brunswick, 
Samuel de ChampJam; Quebec, La Verendrye; Ontario, 
William McGillivray- Manitoba, Radisson; Saskatchewan, 
Henry Kelsey; Alberta, David Thompson; Brit ish 
Columbia, Simon Fmser; Yukon, Robert Campbell; 
Northwest Territories, Sir Alexander MacKenzie. 

The Great Canadian Canoe Race By Nathan D r e s k i n 
blic Archives of Canada photo 
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B y the early afternoon of May 24, 1967, some 5000 spectators had gathered in the town 
of Rocky Mountain House in western Alberta. They were there to watch the start of the 
Centennial Voyageur Canoe Race. This was to be the longest, wettest, riproaringest race 
in Canadian history: ninety men would paddle ten canoes over 3200 miles to Montreal. It 
would take them 104 days. 

A jet plane could have taken them that distance in four and a half hours. But Canada was 
celebrating its one-hundredth birthday. What better way to celebrate than to bring back, 
for a short time, the famous voyageurs of Canada's past. 

The Chief Voyageur of the winning Radisson, Jim Rheaume, called the course "An 
unbelievable endurance test for any athlete. NO athlete in any sport," he continued, " is 
ever required to give all he's got for so long a time. And brother, did all of them come 
through beautifully!" 

John Fisher, Centennial Commissioner, said of the early voyageurs that i f it had not been 
for the birch bark canoe and the rhythm of the paddles, the West would have developed 
much more slowly. To the 1967 voyageurs he said, "You have stirred the hearts of all 
Canadians. You are the heroes of our Centennial year." 
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Historical canoe race re-enacted 

Dave Kennedy came back from Dauphin yesterday at 6:00 p.m. with the 
canoe that was used in the 1967 Centennial Canoe Race. Kennedy, 
along with other canoeists will re-create the event and will be at 
Phantom Lake on June 29. 

Ahisory making 
event that 
occurred dur­

ing the Centennial 
year is being recreated 
this summer. 

The canoeists who 
paddled from Rocky 
Mountain House, 
Bri t ish Columbia, to 
Montreal, Quebec, in 
1967, are re-creating 
their trek across 
Canada. 

And the exciting 
news is that they wi l l 
include F l in Flon on 
their itinerary. 

"We thought it 
would be something 
extra special for F l in 
Flon to have the 
canoeists come here 
during the Trout 
Fest ival and 
Homecoming 2000," 
says David Kennedy, a 
member of the com­
mittee working on this 
event. "After a l l , most 
of the Manitoba and 
the Saskatchewan 
teams that year con­
sisted of people from 
the F l in Flon area." 

The Centennial 
Canoe Race (as it was 
known in 1967) con­
sisted of teams from 
all the provinces and 
Territories. (except 

Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward 
Island). 

The teams consist­
ed of nine people 
each. Out of the 18 
members > on the 
Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan teams, 
17 of them were from 
F l i n Flon and area and 
Cumberland House 
and area. 

The teams left 
Rocky Mountain 
House on May 24 and 
arrived in Montreal on 
September 1 in time 
for Expo 67. (It took 
them 100 days to pad­
dle 3,400 miles). Their 
placement time for the 
race was based on 
their accumulated 
daily time (from one 
overnight stop to the 
next overnight stop). 
Manitoba was the 
overall winner of the 
race. 

During the trip, the 
canoeists took part in 
C e n t e n n i a l 
Celebrations in each 
town where they spent 
the night. 

"Out of the original 
17 members of the 
Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan teams, 
approximately half of 

them are returning," 
noted Kennedy. "This 
is really exciting news 
for the area." 

Voyageur Rendezv­
ous 2000, as it is being 
called this year, is 
being done along the 
same route as the 
Centennial Race, with 
teams from Bri t ish 
Columbia, Alberta, 
S a s k a t c h e w a n , 
Manitoba and Nova 

Scotia taking part. 
Some of the former 

team members in the 
Centennial Canoe 
Race from this area, 
who are taking part 
this year, include 
Norm Crerar, Gib 
McEachern, and Dan 
Lyons. 

Other members of 
the Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan teams, 
for the Centennial 

Race, included Dave 
Kennedy (captain) 
and Glen Dubinak of 
the Saskatchewan 
team, and Johnny 
Norman who was on 
the Manitoba team. 

(According to a 
report, Lyons was due 
to retire from the 
R C M P sometime this 
year but had not hand­
ed in his registration. 

See ' C a n o e s ' P.8 

\ 






